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Iw the course of this review, the 
reader has been brought to the 
decision of the first council. 
We think every reflecting per- 
son will see, in the progress and 
result of that council, and in the 
subsequent continuance of. the 
parish controversy, that mutual 
councils are most inadequate 
tribunals. Whenever the par- 
ties to a parish controversy differ 
Gb points of real importance, the 
probability is very great, that 
they can find minisfers, who dif- 
fer with each other in the same 
tanner, and who will be dispos- 
ed to support the parties with 
which they respectively agree. 
In many cases, such a differ- 
ence is compatible with fairness 
and candor, and ought to bring 
no reproach on those, who ac- 
here to either side of the ques- 
tion. In other cases, prejudice 
and party views may overpower 
the voice of reason, and clamor- 
ousty demand their victim. In 
both these classes of supposable 
cases, the ends of justice will be 
utterly frustrated by relying on 
a mutual council, chosen equally 
vy both parties: for whether 
Vou. X. 


lent, candid or prejudiced, hon- 
est or dishonest, they will natur- 
ally and almost inevitably select 
such ministers, aS are known to 
agree with them, respectively, 
in opinion. How is such a coun- 
cil to come to any decision? If 
there should unexpectedly be a 
decision by a single vote, how is 
such a decision to command the 
respect and cheerful submission 
ofthe party against whom it is 
made? What would be thought 
of a political arrangement, which 
should refer all important legal 
questions to a court composed 
of members, half of whom should 
be selected by one party and haif 
by the’other; especially if the dis- 
pute hinged on some-great ques- 
tion, such as the constitutionality 
of alaw, on which there was a 
diversity of opinion, and men of 
intelligence had taken opposite 
sides? What would be thought 
of making arbitration the only 
method of deciding questions of 
property, liberty, and life? Arbi- 
trations are sometimes aseful; 
but it is a notorious fact, thet 
they are sometimes the sources 
of monstrous Injustice, either 
trom ignorance, a silly attempt 
to please both parties, or a timid 
yielding to popular clamor. 
Though the regular courts of 
vi 
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justice are not absolutely free 
from exposure to these evils, 
they are much less exposed to 
them, than any tribunals could 
be, which were selected by the 
parties, with a particular view to 
cach controversy. We hesitate 
not to say, that the political con- 
dition of this country would oe 
intolerable, if questions affecting 
character, property, and life, 
were to be decided only bv arbi- 
trations, in the preparation for 
which the creditor and debtor, 
the person injured in his repu- 
tation and the slanderer, the pub- 
lic and the criminal, should have 
an equal influence. 

The same reasoning applies, 
in aconsiderable degree at least, 
to ecclesiastical disputes. If 
differences of opinion will arise, 
concerning which the interests 
of the church requive a decision 
to be made by others beside the 
parties, it is certainly wise to 
have some tribunal agreed upon, 
firevious to the origin of the dif- 
Jerences, in order to avoid end- 
less bickering in the attempt to 
constitute a tribunal, after the 
roots of bitterness have struck 
deep, and extensive parties have 
been formed. But if, on the 
other hand, there is no such 
thing as ecclesiastical authority 
sanctioned by the Scriptures; or 
if each church is perfectly com- 
petent to settle within itself all 
questions and disputes which 
can exist; or if no church has a 
right to settle any question, or 
give any Opinion, but every pro- 
fessor of religion must be left 
by his bretnren to do what scem- 
cth good in his own eyes;—on any 
of these suppositions, mutual 
councils are much worse than 
useless. ‘Dhey aggravate parish 
contests, while, on either of 





Juy 


these suppositions, they ought 
to possess no remedial authority. 

So far as the charges against 
Mr. Codmaii’s moral and minis- 
terial character were concerned, 
the decisions of the first council 
were highly beneficial; as these 
charges have not since made any 
impression upon a single person, 
so far as we have been able to 
ascertain. 

Had the motion prevailed, 
which censured Mr. Codmant in 
regard to exchanges, it was the 
avowed intention of the advo- 
cates of that motion, to introduce 
another motion to the following 
purport: That the council advise 
to a dissolution of the connexioa 
between Mr. C. and his people, 
unless he will engage to ex- 
change ministerial labors with 
the members of the Boston As- 
sociauiong eneraily. No person, 
however, undertook to show the 
consistency of this motion with 
the admission. that Mr. C.’s first 
refusal to pledge himself to ex- 
change with apy man or any 


body of men whatever was a cor." 


rect reservation of his rights. 
After the decision of the first 
council, there was a good on- 
portunity for Mr. C.’s opposers 
to lay aside their hostility. They 
sull professed no dislike to his 
preaching, they still professed 
to think favorably of his talents 
and ministerial character, The 
charges of a moral nature, which, 
us was evidently the case, they 
had thrown into the scale, as 
makeweights merely, they pro- 
fessed themselves wiliing to take 
out with thetr own hands, if Mr. 
C. would pledge himse:f to ex- 
change with their favorites. The 
council was unable to decide 
the question of exchanges. Mr. 
C. was not censured on this ac- 
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count. Why did not these lovers 
of peace sit down quietly, and 
leave their minister in posses- 
sion of those rights, which all 
Christian miaisters have enjoy- 
ed from time immemorial? The 
fact undoubtedly was, that the 
question of exchanges was a 
mere handle, as it was forcibly 
termed by a member of the 
council, in the course of the de- 
bate. The opposers of Mr. C., 
and their friends out of the par- 
ish, wanted to crive from this 
region a faithful minister, whe 
was obnoxious tothem. It was 
taken for granted, that he had 
made up his mind on the subject 
of exchanges, and that, sooner 
than yield to any compulsory 
measures, he would leave his 
people, Shall we be called un- 
charitable in saying, with the 


member of the council, that the - 


question of exchanges was mere- 
lya handle? Let the reader call 
to mind, that charges of inren- 
tional deception weve solemnly 
made against Mr. C , and persist- 
ed in to the last. Yet those, 
who made these charges in one 
breath, offered in the next to 
withdraw them, if the question 
of exchanges could be settled. 
Is it uncharitable to suppose, 
that men who who would use 
such makeweights as these, 
would tse such a handle as the 
question of exchanges? 

We now proceed with the 
history, 

About the time of the first 


cgunell, twelve inhabitants of 


Dorchester and Roxbury apph- 
ed to jon Mr. C.’s parish, un- 
derthe act of the legislature, 
which had recently — passed. 
This application was relused a 
hearing by Mr. C.’s opposers, 
sho were now able to carry any 


l 
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vote which they felt disposed to 
carry. The decision of the first 
council was made, as we have 
stated, on the 7th of November, 
1811. On the 28th of the same 
month, a parish meeting was 
held, for the purpose of calling 
another council. Accordingly, a 
committee was chosen for that 
purpose. The parish instructed 
this committee to unite with 
Mr. C. in choosing a mutual 
council. In case he should re- 
fuse to unite with them, the 
committee was instructed to 
callan ex parte council. Two 
questions were to be submitted. 
1. Whether Mr. C. had not giv- 
en just cause of complaint in re- 
gard to exchanges? 2. Wheth- 
era dissolution of the connex- 
ion between Mr. C. and his-peo- 
ple should not take place, on 
account of the divided and un- 
happy state of the parish? The 
makeweights were not again 
thrown into the scale. 
Previously to this arrange- 
ment, Mr. C, had exchanged, 
for the first time, with a certain 
member of the Boston Associa- 
tion. Many persons, both among 
the friends and the enemics of 
Mr. C. put a misconstruction 
upon this act. They considered 
it as a dereliction of the princi- 
ples, for which he had all alone 


contended. Some among his 
friends deeply lamented = it 


Ilis opposers were greatly en- 
‘ | $ y 


raged by it. They seiiously 
feared, that they should lose 
their only plausible pretext of 
opposition. So anxious were 
they, on this account, that they 
held aneeting for consultation 
the very evening of the day, on 
which the exchange took place; 
and, in eleven days afterwards, 
they warned and held a parish 
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mecting for the purpose of cal- 
ling a second council as above 
stated. Instead of rejoicing at 
the prospect of an alteration in 
in Mr. C.’s plan of exchanges, 
as they had professed themselves 
ready to do, they sneeringly 
charged him with giving up his 
conscience rather than give up 
his parish. They dic ail in their 
power to hasten the sitting of 
the council, lest Mr. C. sheuld, 
in the mean time, yield the very 
point, which he had from the 
first maintained, and to make 


JuLys 


‘ 


took measures to afford Mr, C, 
ail the support ip their power. 
They appointed a committee, 
who made a report, the most 
material part of which we quote. 


“When, in compliance with the unani- 
mous wishes of the church, our pastor 
was ordained to the work of the mimistry 
among us, we esieemed it a happy day. 
We anticipated from him a coutse of 
faithfidl labors and affeetionate endeavors 
to promote our goed. We cheerfully and 
sincerely pledged ourselves to return 
those kiud offices which are due from a 
Uhristian church to a beloved pastor. 
And we hoped aud prayed for spiritual 
blessings upow us and our childyen. 








fy : » him yield which they had pro- P ty rent give thanks ie feed oe 
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the dispute. They made it the  jation have been in some good degree 
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principal charge against him, 
that he had neglected to do the 
very thing, which they were 
now much afraid he would do, 


realized; and the mutual promises then 
expressed in some good degiee fulfilled. 
“As our pastor had, beture his settle- 
ment, stated most fairly and distinetly, 
the doctrines which he intended to preach, 


and the manner in which he intended to 
discha.ge his miuisterial duty, we knew 
w hat to expeet trom him in this important 
concern. And, after three years have 
clap ed, we are not able to perecive that 
he has deviated from the course of con- 
duet, whieh he then so explicitly preserib- 
ed to himself. On the contrary, we feel 
ourselves constrained to declare, that, in 
the serviees of the pulpit, he has labori- 
ously aad zealously ineuleated those doe- 
tyines Which he then professed, and has 
followed them by pressing on the eon- 
science and the heart the cuties of Chris- 
lianity. 

“We have always regarded him, and do 
now regard him, as a_ faithful luborer in 
the vineyard of his Lord; as a workman, 
who needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth; as a conscien- 
tious minister of the New Testameiutt, 
v ho watches for souls, .as one who must 
give an account, and who strives, and la- 
bors, and prays for the salvation of his 
people. In his private intercourse with 
the members of his church and parish, 
we recognize the disinterested, self-de- 
nving, beneficent spirit of the Gospel. 
We rejoice in saying, that we believe ‘im 
to be remarkably actuated by this spirit; 
that in his visits to houses of afiliction he 
isa minister of consolation; that to those, 
who are enquiring what they shall do to 
be saved, he is an affectionate, spiritual 
counsellor; and that in private dwellings, 
as well asia the pulpit, on other days é& 


oo 
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and thus deprive them of their 
ereat resource. We mention 
ibcse facts for the purpose of 
shewing the nature and temper 
ofthe opposition to Mr. Cod 
man, and of correcting some 
misapprchensions among his 
iriends. We know not that his 
friends in the parish ever had 
uny misapprehensions on the 
subject; but many of his friends, 
out of the parish, certainly had. 
‘these milsapprebcnsions are 
sufficiently corrected by the fol- 
Jowlng note, at p. 115, of the 
Proccedings. 
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**As much conversation has t: ken place, 
and many mistakes and misrepresenta- 
tions have been made In consequence of 
ihis exchange; the Rev. Mr. Codman 
tininksit aduty he owes himself and the 
pubic to state, that the exchange was 
m: ide consistently with the principles 
“ which have uniformly governed him in 
} lus mimisterial exchanges:” 
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The church seeing the par- 
ish determined on a_ further 
proseculion of the controversy, 
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the week, as well as on the Sahbath, he is 
a blessing to his people. 

‘We desire also to state, with devout 
gratitude to God, that we have reason to 
hope our pastor’s labors have been man- 
ifestly attended with a Divine blessing. 
Large additions have been made to our 
number under his ministry; the attention 
of our youth has been directed to religion, 
and the fruits of the Spirit have appeared, 
as we conceive, in the increase of vital and 
practical piety.”* pp. 116, 117, 


The committee express it as 
their decided opinion, that “here 
isno just cause for a sefiaration 
between the Rev. Mr. Codman 
and his farish, and that it is the 
duty of this church to do all in 
their power to prevent such a 
separation.”” This step was ta- 
ken Dec. 12,1811. The church 
specify six reasons, in support 
of their opinion, either of which 
was amply sufficient to justify 
them inthe course which they 
had taken.’ The fifth reason is 
in these words: 


“We belieye that the complaint against 
Mr. Codman with respect to exchanges, 
has been with many Only ostensible, and 
thut opposition to his religious doctrines 
is the radical cause of complaint and 
dissatisfaction; which, we have reason 
to fear, would not cease, nor become 
more tolerable, should Mr. Codman 
leave us; unless his friends would sacrifice 
their own principles and feelings, and be- 
come entirely subservient to those, whose 
high professions of libera/ity do not pre- 
serve them from the greatest intoler- 
ance.” p. 119. 


The church accepted the re- 
port, and appointed a committee 
for the following purposes; viz. 
1. To attempt an accommoda- 


* At the time of the Rev. Mr. Cod- 
man s ordination, in Dec. 1808, the sec- 
ond church in Dorchester consisted of 
$8 members. ‘Since which 52 have been 
added by profession, and 14 have been 
received fromother churches; 5 have died, 
eaving the present number, (April 1812, 
Vi, of whan 49 are males, and 100Je- 
malas, ? 
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tion between the parties in the 
parish. 2. If an accommodation 
should be impracticable, to unite 
with Mr. C. in choosing a part 
of the council. 3. Yo make 
such representations to the coun- 
cil, as truth and justice might 
require. 

In order to an accommodation, 
the friends of Mr. C. made the 
following propositions to the 
committee of the parish; viz. 


1. “That the friends of Mr. Codmany 
purchase all the pews of his opposers in 
the South Meeting House, who are willing # 
to sell (and willleave the society) at the 
cost, viz. what they weve appraised at, and 
what was given for choice; notwithstand- 
ing the pews sold for $10,400 more than 
the cost of the house and land, and other 
expenses.” 

2. “It is proposed, that three referees 
be chosen by those in the parish who are 
disaffected to the Rev. Mr. Codman, and 
three more, by his friends; and that said 
six referees choose the seventh; and that 
sad referees decide which party shiall re- 
tain the present meeting-house, and 
which shall be considered the second par- 
ish; those, who hold the present house, to 
purchase all the pews of those, who wish 
to sell and leave the society, at such 
price, and to pay in such time, as the ref- 
crees shall determine.” pp. 122, 123. 


Neither of these propositions 
were accepted. ‘The church 
then prepared for the worst. 
A worthy and pious membe% 
rave a dleed of seven acres of 
land, as a site for another meet- 
ing house, should they be com- 
pelled to leave their present one. 
In that event, the church were 
determined to adhere to Mr. C., 
so long as he should maintain a 
good character, and consent to 
stay with them. Though he 


could expect buta very smail 
salary, not one quarter enough 
for his support, he might) pos- 
sess the affections of a graiciul 
people, and enjoy the satisiaction 
of having preserved @ church 
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from wandering as sheep with- 
out a shepherd. 

We now leave the printed 
documents, and rely principally, 
for facts, upon a written account 
of the subsequent proceedings, 
kept by a very candid and res- 
pectable man, a member of the 
church ard a most useful friend 
of Mr. C., during the whole 
course of his troubles 

Many letters were inter- 
changed between the parties, in 
reference to the time of con- 
vening the council, and to the 
letters missive. At length the 
courcil met, May 12, 1812. 
The Rey. Dr. Lathrop of West 
Springfiekl, was mutually agreed 
upon as the moderator and um- 
pire; it being supposed a very 
probable event, that the remain- 
ing part of the council would be 
equally divided. Dr. Lathrop 
was requested to attend without 
a delegate. The plan adopted 
to unite in the other members 
was, that each party should name 
two churches among _ those, 
which had been represented in 
the former council, and two 
churches which had not been 
thus represented. The minis- 
ers and deiegates from the 
churches selected by Mr. C. and 
his friends were as follows; viz. 


From the church in Medfield, 
The Rev. Thomas Preutiss, D. D. 

Artemas Woodward, Delegate. 
Newburyport, Rev. Daniel Dana, 

William Coombs, Del. 
Bedford, Rev. S muel Stearns, 
Dew. Moses Fitch, Del. 
Salem, Rev. Samuel Worevster, D. D. 
John Punchard, Del. 


The ministers and delegates 
from the churches selected by 
Mr. C.’s opposers, were as fol- 
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From one of the churches in Salem, 
The Rev. Thomas Barnard, D. D. 
Ichabod Tucker, Delegate. 
Bridgewater, Rev. John Reed, D. D. 
Dea. Noah Edso: i, Del. 
Duxbury, Rev. John Allvne, 
George Partridge, Del. 
Laneaster, Rev. Nathaniel Thayer, 
Ebenezer Torrey, Del. 


The council opened on Tues- 
day and began the public hear- 
ing, Which was continued til} 
late on Wednesday. The result 
was published on Thursday 
morning 

The parish committee appear- 
ed to rely principally on the di- 
vided state of the parish, though 
the question of exchanges was 
brought distinctly into view. The 
committee of the church repre- 
sented, that the best way of set- 
tling the whole controversy was 
to agree that those who dislik- 
ed Mr. C. should join the parish 
of Mr. Harris, to which most 
of them had formerly belonged; 
and that others, now belonging 
to Mr. Harris’s parish, should be 
permitted to join Mr. Codman’s. 
This proposal appeared the 
more reasonable, as the parishcs 
were not divided by local limits, 
and the whole town had till lately 
constituted Mr. Harris’s parish. 

The church laid before the 
council a paper, signed by 305 
attendants on Mr. Codman’s min- 
istry, purporting, that the sub- 
scribers were satisfied with his 
pastoral services, and continued 
desirous of enjoying them in fu- 
ture. Forty seven others were 
stated to be regular attendants 
on his ministry, and decidedly 
friendly to him; though they did 
not sign the paper, either 
through absence, or some other 
cause. Of i50 church members 
all but 7 or 8 were anxious to re- 


las i 


Fait 











Se VS we 








t4 





1814. 


tain Mr. C. as their minister; and 
a considerable number of per- 
sons wished to join the parish, 
who could not legally do so at 
that time. 

We have already mentioned 
the moderator of the council; the 
scribes were the same as at the 
other council. The principal 
subject acted upon was exprcs- 
sed in the following motion. 


“Tn the opinion of this council, under 
existing circumstances it is expedient, that 
the ministerial and pastoral relation be- 
tween the Rev. Mr. Codman and the 
second parish in Dorvhester be dissolved.” 


The question of exchanges 
was, aS we are informed, made 
the great basis of this motion; 
but it was not discussed to any 
considerable extent. On taking 
the guestion, the ministers and 
delegates from churches select- 
ed by the parish committee all 
voted in the affirmative; the min- 
isters and delegates from the 
churches selected by Mr. C. and 
the church, all in the negative. 
The Rey. Dr. Lathrop was then 
called upon for his vote, and he 
decided the question in the neg- 
ative. He found it desirable, 
however, to explain his vote; 
which he did by the following 
paragraph, appended to the re- 
sult. 


“On the question before the council, 
whether it were expedient, that the Rev. 
John Codmaa shoud be dismissed from 
hus pastoral and ministerial relation to 
the second parish in Dorchester, 1 gave 
my vote in the negative, on a full belief 
and strong persuasion, that from this time 
torward he would open a more free and 
liberal intercourse with his ministerial 
brethren, and thus remove the only ob- 
jection alleged against him, and the on- 
dy veason urged for his dismission. If his 
futu < conduct should be the same as in 
time past, in this respect, I should be 
inuch disappointed and grieved; and if I 
should find myself thys disappointed, 1 
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should certaimly have no hesitancy in giv- 
mg my vote for his dismission, if called in 
Providence to give my voice oa the ques- 
tion.” 


On the subject of exchanges, 
the council unanimously agreed 
in the following judicious obser- 
vations: 


“While they view it an important priv- 
ilege of the Christian minister to regulate 
his exchanges with his brethren according 
to the unbiassed dictates of his own mind 
und couscience, they ave sensible that this 
right ought to be exercised with prucence 
and tenderness. If he treat with wanton 
disregard either the wishes of his people, 
or the sensibilities of his ministerial breth- 
ren, he is undoubtedly culpable. Errors 
of this kind, however, are of different de- 
grees, and are not all to be treated with 
the same severity.” 


After offering such exhorta- 
tions to peace and union as were 
thought suitable, the council 
closed their result with the fol- 
lowing words: 


In this result and exhortation the 
council are unanimously agreed; presum- 
ing that your pastor will be disposed to 
pursue a liberal plan of exchangmg with 
his brethren in the ministry, and that in 
all other respeets he will diligently unite 
lus efforts with yours to promote the cause 
ot Christian truth, holiness and love; pray- 
ing, at the same time, that you may be 
each other’s crown and joy both here an¢ 
hereafter.” . 

We entirely approve every 
thing, which is said in the result, 
taking the words, “liberal plan 
of exchanging,” in their proper 
sense, and not allowing of any 
strained interpretation which fa- 
vors a party. 

In reference to the explana< 
tion, which the moderator ap- 
pened to his vote, we have a 
few words to say; after premis- 
ing, that we bighly venerate the 
Rey. Dr. Lathrop, as an able and 
plous divine, and an amiable and 
upright man, whose hfe exhib- 
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its a bright example of the Chris- 
tlan virtues. 

From several remarks made 
by that gentle ,..n, while at Bos- 
ton and Dorchester for the pur- 
pose of attending the council, it 
appeared to be taken for granted 
by him, that there was some reg- 
ular method of deposing any 
minister, who should embrace 
dangerous heresy and continue 
to propagate it. But this is not 
the case. Suppose a minister, 
(and such a one we now have 
in our mind,) to teach doctrines 
which Dr, Lathrop would pro- 
nounce to be fundamentally he- 
retical; suppose him to live in 
the constant habit of reviling 
Trinitarians as bigots and Pa- 
gans, and of expressing his ha- 
tred and contempt for those, who 
uphold the religion of our fore- 
fathers, ina style of such inso- 
lence and vulgarity, as decency 
forbids us to describe. How is 
such a man to be deposed? The 
very attempt to bring him to 
trial would cover the person who 
made it with odiuny and re- 
proach. Nor would this be ail. 
The attempt would be perfectly 
impotent. He would acknowl- 
edge no tribunal but his own 
church; perhaps not even that. 
If consistent with his principles, 
he would not acknowledge any 
ecclesiastical authority whatev- 
er. But if he admitted the au- 
thority of his own church, it 
would be of no avail; for his 
church would undoubtedly sup- 
port him. Must he be treated, 
then, during his whole life, as a 
minister of that Gospel, which 
he is constantly laboring to per- 
vert and destroy? 

Again: The Rev. Dr. Lathrop 
seemed to have received the 
epinion, that Mr. Codman con- 


demned a large part of the Bos- 
ton Association in the mass; and 
that he pronounced them her- 
etics in an imprudent and unjus- 
tiable manner. But no such 
thing appeared in evidence at 
either council; and we are per- 
suaded that no such thing could 
be proved. Mr. Codman was 
perfectly free to exchange with 
nearly all the individuals of the 
Boston Association, so far as his 
declarations, in reference to in- 
dividuals, were taken into con- 
sideration. 

Further: Dr. Lathrop seem- 
ed to take it for granted, that the 
ministers of the Boston Associa- 
tion were agreed in most of the 
doctrines, which are usually cal- 
led the doctrines of grace; par- 
ticularly in the doctrines of jus- 
tification by faith, regeneration, 
the saving operations of the 
Holy Spirit, and the atonement. 
We are informed, that he had 
some reason, from what he heard 
and saw un the spot, to take this 
for granted. But such an agree- 
ment does not exist in fact. 
There is a great variety of relig- 
ious doctrine professed and 
taught by the different members 
of the Boston Association, fron 
decided Calvinism to the lowest 
grade of Socinianism, if not 
some grades lower. Among 
many opinions, which we deem 
radically erroneous, and which 
Dr. Lathrop, we presume, would 
deem so too, the following are 
held by one or another of that 
Association, viz. That Christ 
was a mere man;—That no such 
doctrine as that of the atonement, 
isttaught in the Scriptures;--That 
the idea of an atonement is per- 
fectly ridiculous;—T hat the 
common opinion of conversion 
is fanatical;—That reason is su- 
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rior to revelation;—That the re- 
ligion of nature is of higher 
authority than book-reiigion;— 
‘That repentance of sin is all that 
is required for the enjoyment of 
happiness, here or hereafter;— 
Thet men are justified by their 
works;——That those, who do not 
repentin this world, will become 
wiser, and repent, and be happy, 
in che future world;— What there 
wiil be no general judgment;— 
‘That the soul sleeps with the 
body from death to the resurrec- 
tion;—That Christ made but two 
considerable additions to the re- 
ligion of niankind; viz. the face of 
the resurrection of the body, and 
the institution cf the Chris- 
tian ministry;—That the soul of 
map is Material-——and many oth- 
er unscriptural notions, 

“pis description is net given 
without consideration. With re- 
spectto crery one of these opin- 
ions, we have either heard it de- 
livered froin the pujpit, in une- 
qyulvocal terms, by some mem- 
ber of the Boston Association, 
or have been assured by coipe- 
tent witnesses, thatit was so de- 
livered, or that nt wasecdearly and 
expressiy maintained in conver- 
sation. All but two of these opin- 
ions have been delivered trom 
the pulpit; and most probably 
they have also, 

Now would Dr. Lathrop ad- 
vise a faithful minister, whe 
views the doctrines of justifica- 
tion by faith, the atonement, re- 
generation, and the operations 
of the Holy Spirit, as at the foun- 
dation of all religion, to ex- 
change with a man, clothed in 
the gurb of a minister, who 
makes these doctrines the butt 
ol perpetual ridicule, and the 
theme of uumcasured and most 
sncecent, if not impious, re- 
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proach? Would Dr. Lathrop 
compel a faithful minister, under 
the penalty of ejection from bis 
parish. to exchange with such a 
man? We are persuaded he 
would not. 

But how is the faithful minis- 
ter to know, that a man, clothed 
in the garb of a minister, is 
guilty of such conduct, he being 
in regular ministerial standing? 
He is to know, we answer, by 
the evidence of his own ears, 
and by the unanimous testimony 
of multitudes, who have the evi- 
dence of their own ears. Is it 
to be taken for granted, that a 
winister cannot furpish evidence 
avainst himself till he has been 
tried? especially in a caseé where 
no trial will be permiited, or, if 
permitted, where a triai would 
be a mere mockery? 

It is to be remembered here, 
that it is not necessary for a can- 
didate to be examined as to nis 
religious docuines, either for 
jicense to preach, or for ordina- 
tion He need only profess to 
believe the Bible to be the werd 
of God; and this profession may 
be made in the most general 
terms conceivable. 

That we may not be misun- 
derstood, we again Say, that the 
Boston Association contains 
members, who differ widely from 
each other in doctrine; and that 
they range from decided and 
consistent Calvinism down to 
the lowest Socinianism, if net 
down to the station of Geddes; 
whom we should place about 
half-way between Socinus aud 
Voltaire.* 

* Whatever proof Mr..C. might have 
had, with respect to the erroneous opin- 
ions of any member of the HKostoa Asso- 
ciation, it would have beeu highly improp- 
er ior him to disclose it, as such member 
Was wei on trial Lefove the counted. 
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We again proceed with the 
history, in the detail of which 
we must be brief. 

In about two months after the 
decision of the council, the par- 
ish committee addressed a letter 
to Mr. C. stating, that the coun- 
cil had sanctioned their com- 
plaints, and requiring a categor- 
ical answer, whether or not he 
intended to exchange’ with 
twelve ministers, (naming 
them,) of the Boston Association 
indiscriminately. ‘To this appli- 
cation Mr. C. returned for an- 
swer, that he should endeavor to 
comply with the true spirit and 
meaning of the result of the 
last councij; that the right of 
regulating his exchanges was 
admitted to be in him; that the 
council could not have intended, 
that he should bind himself by 
any pledge, as to exchanging 
with individuals; that he should 
cudeavor to preach at home as 
muuch as possible; and that, when 
he did exchange, he should con- 
sult the feelings and wishes of 
liis people in general. 

Things remained in this state 
more than two months longer. 
In the mean time, Mr. C. had 
exchanged with two, out of the 
iwelve, mivisters named by the 
parish committee in their late 
«pplication. On the SOth of Sep- 
tember, a number of individuals, 
professediy in the name of a ma- 
jority of the parish, addressed a 
long letter to Mr, C. -complain- 
ing of the infrequency of his ex- 
changes. “Are one or two 
stars,” say they, “though of the 
first magnitude, to content us 
jor the light which might be de- 
rived from all the planets of our 
system, revolving Inregular suce 
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cession?”* The burden of the 
lettey, however, was an attempt 
to persuade Mr. C. that the par- 
ish could never be united in him, 
and that he would consult his 
own ease and usefulness by ask- 
ing a dismission. Ii reply, Mr. 
C. refers the writers to his last 
preceding letter, and states, that 
‘he had already opened a more 
free and liberal intercourse with 
his ministerial brethren, and 
should continue to do so, as far 
as time and circumstances would 
admit’ What rule Mr. C. had 
prescribed to himself, in this 
perplexing business, we do not 
profess to know. He uniformly 
declared, that he had not altered 
the principles of his conduct; 
but that he considered the de- 
cision of the moderator of the 
second council, as entitled to 
very respectful attention, es- 
pecially in doubtful cases. Every 
ew exchange, though made in 
perfect conformity to the princi- 
ples for which Mr. C. had orige 
inally and uniformly contended, 
he viewed as “a more free and 
liberal intercourse.” It certain- 
ly was so in public estimation. 

The parish difficulties were 
now rapidly approaching a Crisis, 
On the 271b of Qcvober, forty-six 
disaffected members of the par- 
ish wrote another long letter to 
Mr. C, stating ‘that nothing but a 
separation would restore tran- 
quillity to the chuich and socie- 
ty,” and intimating, in the most 
expressive terms, that it was 
now too late to think of any con- 


* Toall, who are so happy as to know, 
that Boston aud afew neighboring towns 
contain the greatest and sost enlightened 
men in the world, the above sentence will 
uppear eminently beautiiul, 
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ciliation by means of exchanges. 
Mr. C. replied, that he had made 
up his mind not to ask a dismis- 
sion. His letter breathed a spir- 
it of benevolence, in regard to 
his opposers, and a strong de- 
sire to promote their spiritual in- 
terests. It was dated Nov, 12th, 
On the 24th of that month, a 
parish meeting was held for the 
purpose of dismissing Mr. Cod- 
man. The pian now was, to dis- 
miss him by a vote, and to keep 
him by force from the pulpit. If 
he resorted to the law for the 
recovery of his pulpit, or his sal- 
ary, he would be branded as 
liugious. Besides, it might 
take two or three years to de- 
cide the question; the whole con. 
troversy would be brought be- 
fore a court and jury; the pulpit 
would be suppiied, in the mean 
time, by the opposers, according 
to their wishes; the friends of 
Mr. C. would have no conveni- 
ent place of worship, and would 
hesitate as to leaving the meet- 
ing house immediately and erec- 
ting a new one; the expenses of 
a tedious law-suit would be enor- 
mous; andthe opposers of Mr. 
C. construed a late decision of 
the supreme court in such a 
marner, as to encourage them 
with the belief, that the ultimate 
decision of this case would be 
in their favor. hey had tried 
two councils; and now said they 
would have no more to do with 
councils. The present plan was 
a promising one; but most unlor- 
tunately for its protectors, tf did 
not succeed; taough theywere not 
deficient in boldness and zeal. 
At the parish meeting Mr. C. 
was dismissed by a vote, which 
was carried 55 to 45, and which 
was founded cn twelve allega- 
tions, expressed in most intem- 
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perate language. The vote de- 
clared that Mr. C, had forfeited 
his office; that his pastoral rela- 
tion should become extinct after 
Thursday of the same week; and 
that the parish would not allow 
him to preach any more in their 
meeting house. The reasons, 
on which the vote was founded, 
were merely the old charges 
new vamped. They were drawn 
out to a great length. The foi- 
lowing is a faithful abstract:. 


“1. Mr. C. has violated his agreement 
with the parish. 

*2. He has frequently been guilty of 
immoral conduct by practising deceit and 
falsehood. 

‘3. He has, in some respects, neglect- 
ed, and wilfully refused to perform the 
duties of a Christian minister. 

‘4. He has not sustained an irreproach- 
able character for moral and Christian 
Virtues. 

*6. He has treated with “wanton disre- 
gard the wishes of his people, and the 
sensibilities of his ministerial brethren.’ * 

‘6. He has not endeavored to comfort, 
but has attempted to wound the feelings 
of, the afflicted. 

‘7. He has cireulated a eardt in favor of 
the Westminster catechism, and other- 
wise ungenerously attempted to woun:! 
the feelings of the Rev. Mr. Harris. 

*8. He nas violated an express rule 6: 
Christ, by refusing an aggrieved brother 
an opportunity to tell his grievances. 

*9. He has treated, in a most disres- 
pectful, indecent, and contemptuous man- 
ner, the university in Cambridge, its gov- 
ernors, &c. 

‘10. He has repeatedly declared, an] 
solemnly called God to witness, that 
he could not conseientiously exchange 
with Dr. and others, &e. Ke. not- 
withstanding which he has exenanged 
with Dr. , still professing not to 
have changed his own principles. 

‘11. He has not eomplied with the re- 
sult of the last council. . 

“12. Lastly, because by having commit- 
ted the aforesaid and numerous other im - 
prudences, immoralities, slanders, decep- 
tions, and falsehoods, he has rendered 
himseli so obnoxious to a large majority 








* Sve ahove pp. 205, in the resuit of the 
second councel. 
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of this parish, that his dismission has be- 
come essentially and ind spensably neces- 
sary to the restoration of peace, and har- 


mony, &’nd brotherly love within the p r- 
i: sh. 7 


We need not inform our read- 
ers, that the preceding charges 
were groundless, and therefore 
highly slandercus and libellous; 
nor remind them how easy a 
thing it is, to prate about cbari- 
ty, candor, peace, harmony, and 
brotherly love. 

What now remained was to 
keep Mr. Codman from his pul- 
pitin future. 1: was known to his 
opposers, that he had engaged to 
exchange on the next Sabbath, 
with one of the twelve members 
of the Boston Association, whom 
they had named to him, and with 
wll of whom they had endeavored 
io compel him to exchange. 
‘They senta deputation to tbis 
cenleman, requesting him not 
to preach tor Mr. C., as there 
would be difficulty if he aid. 
Ile accordingly called on Mir. 
Codman and excused himself. 
ihe opposers now louked round 
fora man to preach under their 
uuspices, on the following Sub- 
bath; and, in a neighboling 
town, they discovered one, (not 
a settled minister,) just suited 
to their purpose.* Lor scveral 
reasons we shall relate the suc- 


-ceeding transactions with con- 


siderable particularny. 

On Saturday evemnug Mr, C. 
was informed, who was expect- 
ed by his opposers to supply the 
pulpit ior them, and to seep hin 


* We have hesitated whether it is our 
daty, or not, to mention this person’s 
rume. He certainly has no elainis upon 
us, or U, On the public, for indulgence. 
But we had rather ere on the side of len- 
ny and forbearance, than on that of sever- 
ity. 


from it. He immediately re- 
quested three of his friends to 
wait on the person, with the fol- 
lowing note. The urgency of 
the occasion will account for 
the decided terms, in which it is 
expressed. 


“Dear Sir, 
Ihave this moment heard a report, 
which [ hope is not true, that you are en- 

eed to preach in my pulpit to-morrow, 

**] think it my duty to inform you, that 
I shall consider such a measure on your 
part.as very unkinc, and an infrmgewent 
oF mv riy hts; and shall feel myself in duty 
bound to maintain them against you, ov 
any other man whatever. 

“You must be sensible, that I am not 
dismiss d from my people, either by a 
mutual, or av ex parte council, but by a 
vote of the parish, on the grow rd of ‘“im- 
prucences, namoratities, slanders, decep- 
tion and falsehoods.” 

“By preaching in my py! pi, therefore, 
without my consent, you wil! sanetion 
their proceedings, and place me uader the 
disagrs eable necessity of entering a legal 
conipiaint agaist you. 

“J am, dear Sir, 
respectinlly yours, 
Joun CoomMayn.” 
Derchester, .Vov. 28, 1812. 
Rev. Mr. 





Mr. Codman’s friends deliv- 
ered this note, and urged upon 
the person, to whom it was ad- 
dressed, the impropriety of 
preaching in Mr. C.’s pulpit 
without his consent, and contva- 
ry tothe wishes of the church 
and many .of the congregation. 
‘The person replied, that he had 
great respect for the second 
church in Dorchester; that he 
was sorry he had not the infor- 
mation sooner; but that he must 
fuifil his engagements with Mr. 
C’s opposers, and had no doubt 
that Mr. C, would be cismised 
by the supreme court, en the 
charges which the parish had 
exhibited against him. 

On Sabbath morning, he 


addressed the following note to, 
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the chairman of the committee 
who had waited upon him. 


Nov. 29, 1812. 
“Dear Sir, 

The very friendly manner in which 
the Committee called on me last evening, 
and the Christian temper which they 
manifested, in stating the feelings of the 
second church in Dorchester relative to 
my preaching there this day, have indue- 
ed me to write to the parish coinmittee, 
giving them notice, that I shall not preach 
for them, unless they shall make it ap- 
pear, that T can do it without violating 
the duty of a Christian, or debasing the 
sacred office of a Gospel teacher. Wheth- 
er they will make any further communi- 
cation to me, 1 know not. 

“As to Mr. Codinan’s note, it savors so 
much of the temper with which he has 
for along time treated me, without the 
least provocation, that I shall treat it with 
the contempt which it deserves. 

“Iam, Sir, very respectfully, 

your obedient and humble servant,” 


LA 





To this note a mild and prop- 
er answer was immediately re- 
turned, and the friends of Mr. 
C. hoped that no violent meas- 
ures would be adopted on that 
day. Itis proper to state here, 
that Mr. C, utterly disavows hav- 
ing given this man any cause of 
personal offence. What argu- 
ments the parish committee used 
in order to change his resolution 
‘not to preach for them,’ we are 
not so fortunate as to know. It 
seems, however, that their ar- 
guments were effectual. 

Mr. Codman and his friends, 
hearing that he was to be ex- 
cluded from his pulpit, went to 
mecting rather earlier than usu- 
al on Sabbath morning. What 
must have been their surprise 
at entering the house of worship, 
io find eight sturdy men posted 
on the pulpit stairs, four on each 
side of the pulpit, in such a man- 
her, as to obstruct the passage 
entirely, Mr, C. was determined 





Review of the Dorchester Controversy. Soi 


to do all in his power to main- 
tain his rights. He advanced, 
therefore, in his way to the pul- 
pit, till he crowded hard against 
the bodies of the rioters; and, 
finding in them no disposition 
to yield, he turned into the seat 
under the pulpit, and soon after 
began public worship. In the 
mean time, he had expressly de- 
manded admission into the pul- 
pit; and one of his frtends, sen- 
ior deacon of the church, and a 
magistrate of the county, made 
a suitable declaration, and order- 
ed the rioters to desist from 
their unlawful purpases. All 
this had no effect; and the agi-— 
tation of the assembly was now 
considerable. When Mr. C. 
began public worship, all be- 
came quiet, and the exercises 
were unusually solemn and af- 
fecting. In the midst of the 
first prayer, the redoubtable 
preacher for the parish commit- 
tce made his appearance; and 
his guard of honor opened and 
gave him entrance into the pul- 
pit. There he staid during the 
remainder of the services; and, 
stranye as it may seem, he made 
no further disturbance till Mr. 
C. had pronounced the blessing; 
unless it be, that he discovered 
sundry symptoms of uneasiness, 
und appeared ansious, as the 
audience shrewdly imagined, to 
find some gap, or break, Into 
which he might thrust the com- 
mencement of Ais services. But 
no such gap, or break, was he 
uble to find, and he made hvu 
noise or other disturbance. 
When Mr, C. had dismissed 
the assembly, he stepped forward 
into the middle of the house, ad- 
dressed the said preacher by 
name, expressed surprise at 
saich an tmirusion, and torbade 
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his preaching in that place. The 
Magistrate, to whom we have al- 
laded, confirmed the statement 
of Mr. C., and declared such an 
intrusion to be a violation of all 
law, order, ana propriety. Sev. 
eral. others urged the same 
thing. 

The preacher replied, in sub- 
stance, that he did not wish to 
do any thing contrary to the 
peace of the parish, (not he, good 
peaceable soul, not he,) but he 
must proceed. The magistrate 
then made proclamation, that all 
the friends of law, order, and 
decency, would be expected to 
retire. They retired according- 
ly, and the preacher was left to 
address a comparatively empty 
house. He went through with 
his exercises, had a very short 
intermission, ands was nearly 
through his second sermon, 
when Mr. C. and his friends as- 
sembled for worship in the af- 
ternoon. It seems that the re- 
doubtable preacher was quite a 
iegal character, as he could tell, 
at the first blush, how the su- 
preme court would decide Mr. 
C.’s controversy; and, being ¢uch 
a legal character, he well knew 
that possession was a great point 
in the law. He theretore wisely 
determined to keep possession 
of the pulpit during his short 
intermission. The refreshment, 
which was afforded him, he took 
without leaving the house. After 
the completion of his services, 
he and his hearers retired, and 
Mr. C. ascended the pulpit, and 
preached as usual. The preach- 
er of the parish committee had 
48 hearers on the lower floor of 
the house, at his afternoon ser- 
vice; Mr. C. had 220. The pro- 
portion ip the gallery was prob- 
ably not very different. Mr. C. 


preached A. M. from these 
words: Casting all your cares 
ufion him; for he careth for you; 
P. M. from—VSather forgive 
them; for they know not what 
they do. Though his sermots 
had no allusion, not the slightest, 
to the parish troubles, they were 
thought to apply admirably. 
Though the preacher of the 
parish committee was a libera! 
man, and though Mr. C.’s oppo- 
sers were all, all liberal men; yet 
it does not follow that ali other 
liberal men were willing to go 
with them to such a pitch of ex- 
travagance. This was very far 
from being the case. Their 
proceedings, on this Sabbath, 
were condemned by men of all 
parties; and by none more feel- 
ingly than by distinguished per- 
sons in the liberal party. Some 
of these persons advised to anim- 
mediate prosecution of the ivtru- 
ding preacher fora trespass; and 
all saw, that these riotous pro- 
ceedings had removed every 
plausible covering of the desigus 
and characters of Mr. C.’s prin- 
cipal opposers in the parish. 
When these opposers came into 
Boston, on Monday morning, 
they found the current so strong 
and overwhelming against them, 
that they offered terms of com- 
promise, on that very day, which 
were ultimately accepted, and 
which secured the ,meeting 
house to Mr. C. and his friends, 
and to himself the perfect right 
of exchanging ministerial labors 


according to his own scnse of 


duty and propriety. 

It may be thought, that the 
exhibition of himself, made by 
the preacher of the parish com- 
mittee, is unworthy of the atten- 
tion bestowed upon it in this 
review; but we think it forctoiy 
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teaches several useful lessons, 
The attentive reader will be 
struck with the fact, that on Sab- 
bath morning, when the preach- 
er was about to exclude a neigh- 
boring minister from that minis- 
ter’s own pulpit, by a most un- 
warranted and disorderly in- 
trusion of himself; and while he 
was expressing his contempet for 
a regular, faithful minister of 
the Gospel, who had never done 
him any injury; and while he 
was supporting a violent party, 
in all their slanderous and libel- 
lous proceedings;—-he should 
yet talk about “friendly manner,” 
and “Christian temper,’ and 
“the duty of a Christian,” and 
“the sacred office of a Gospel 
teacher.” This fact teaches a 
useful lesson, and one which 
must not be forgotten by the 
people of New England. It 
shows how little confidence is to 
be placed in mere words; in 
the miserable, thread-bare, sing- 
song of charity and candor. 

The foundations of the com- 
promise, between the two par- 
ties in the parish, were as fol- 
lows: 

!. That Mr. C. and his friends 
should purchase the pews of all 
members of the parish, who would 
sign a declaration that they were 
disaffected towards him, on the 
Ist of Dec. 1812; the price to be 
the sum given for choice added 
(0 the original cost: 

2. That each one of these dis- 
affected persons should give a 
bond to Mr. C. in the sum of 
% 1,000; conditioned that the per- 
son bound should not vote in 
wuy parish meeting, nor take any 
part in parish concerns, nor in 
uny way molest or impede Mr. 
C. in the discharge of his paro- 
chial duties, while he should 
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continue the minister of the par- 
ish. 

$3. That Mr. C. should givea 
bond of $1,000, to each disaffec- 
ted person, conditioned that Mr. 
C. should cause all parish taxes 
to be refunded, which might be 
assessed on such person, dur- 
ing his ministry 

4, That Mr. C. and his friends 
would not oppose, but, on the 
contrary, would favor and sup- 
port, any petition, which his op- 
posers should prefer to the leg- 
islature, to be set off as a sepa- 
rate parish. 

5. That the second parish in 
Dorchester should cause to be 
paid over to Mr. C.’s opposers a 
proportion of the ministerial 
fund, &c. &c. according to a rule 
agreed tpon. 

6. That a parish meeting 
should be held, as soon as con- 
venient, at which the opposers of 
Mr. C. should resign all the par- 
ish offices which they held. 

Opon these bases the parties 
set themselves about making an 
accommodation, which, we are 
happy to say, was completed at 
last, though after much trouble 
and many new impediments. 
We have no inclination to dwell 
on these .opics; but a scene 
of overreaching and injustice 
could here be disclosed, which 
would astonish those, who are 
most versed in parish contests. 
After the affairs of the parish 
were again committed to the 
friends of Mr. C., they arrived 
at the most satisfactory conclu- 
sion, that there never was a fair 
majority of legal voters opposed 
to Mr. Codman. The number 


of alterations made in the tax 
list, for the purpose of admitting 
and excluding voters, and for 
other party purposes, would.ap- 
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pear incredible, were not the 
principal facts proved by written 
official documents. 

In fulfilling the terms of com- 
promise, Mr. C. and his friends 
purchased pews of his opposers 
to the value of about $10,000, 
only $3,000 of which now remain 
on Mr. Codman’s hands; and it 
is a pleasant circumstance, as in- 
dicating the growth of the con- 
sregation, that every pew owned 
by Mr. Codman is rented on 
such terms, as to produce the 
interest of the purchase money. 
Beside the expense of the pews, 
the parish, which is very far 
from being wealthy, bas been 
unjustly burdened with some 
great expenses attending the 
two councils. Many unreasena- 
ble charges were allowed and 
paid from the parish treasury, by 
Mr. C.’s opposers, after they 
had entered into the terms of 
compromise above stated, and 
after the time had elapsed when 
they were to resign their parish 
offices; and the treasury was 
thus drained of the money which 
had been raised for the payment 
of the minister’s salary and oth- 
ernecessary expenses. Howev- 
er, the separation is at length 
accomplished, and we believe no 
subject of dispute now exists. 

In the summer of 1813, those 
who had been the opposers of 
Mr. C. erected a meeting house; 
and, when it was nearly com- 
pleted, they applied to the Bos- 
ton Association to dedicate it. 


On this occasion, the Memorial, 


the title of which we have placed 
at the commencement of this 
article, was presented to the 
Boston Association. A few 
words upon this paper will be 
sufficient. 

The object of the memorial- 


ists was to make out a clear case 
for themselves, so that they 
might boldly ask for the counte- 
nance of the Association. Tor 
this purpose they present an 
elaborate memorial, written with 
more than ordinary care and abil- 
ity, which occupies 28 printed 
pages. They attempt to estab- 
lish the following points; viz. 
That the memorialists had been 
contending for the peace and 
harmony of their church and 
society, and of churches and s8o- 
cieties generally; that those who 
were disaffected towards Mr. C. 

had reason to expectfrom hima 
different course of conduct, in 
regard to exchanges, from that 
which he pursued; that Mr. C.’s 
letter to the church and society 
before his settlement, far from 
being explicit and particular, 
was general and indefinite; that 
if this letter had been ever so 
explicit in regard to doctrines, it 
would have been no indication 
of Mr. C.’s intentions as to ex- 
changes; that Mr. C. is to be 
condemned for concealing his 
designs as to exchanges, and for 
making illibe:al and groundless 
insinuations against his brethren 
in the ministry, rather than to 
be praised for his frankness; 
that a refusal to exchange with 
a minister is virtually a condem- 
nation of him without trial; that 
the dismission of Mr. C. by their 
violent proceedings of Nov. 24, 
1812, was legal and proper, and 
founded on a decision of the su- 
preme court;* that Mr. C, tacitly 


* In the passage which the memorial- 
ists quote from the opivion of the court, 
delivered by the late chief justice Parsons, 
two causes only of the dismis>i0u of a min- 
ister by a parish are menUoued; viz. ‘im- 
moral conduct,” and ‘a wilful and faulty 
negieet of public preaching, or of adminis- 
tering the ordiaances, or of performing 








—— «6S ‘ 


admitted this, by refusing to ap- 
peal to the laws for redress; and 
that the .memorialists made 
reat sacrifices in point of inter- 
est and fecling, by consenting to 
separate from the second church 
and parish. We do not say, that 
we have expressed these points 
in the words of the memorialists; 
this would have taken up too 
much room; but we have eudeav- 
ored to give the substance faith- 
fully. 
that “many things have been said 
and done by individuals, on both 
sides, which, in their cooler mo- 
ments, they will condemn, and 
which the deliberate judgment 
of no one can approve.” The 
public will not consider this as 
any great admission, after what 
has appeared. 
_ The memorial was presented 
to the Associatién, read, and 
committed; and it was finally re- 
solved, ‘that while the Associa- 
tion approve of the great object 
for which the memorialists pro- 
fess to contend, they do pot con- 
ceive themselves called upon to 
pass judgment, in their official 
Capacity, oa the proceedings of 
elther party in this affair; yet as 
there was no probabie method 


other parochial duties.’ There is no 
plausible pretence that either of these 
causes existed in the case of Mr. Codman. 
In regard to the dismission of miuisters, 
without a council, the Conventiou of the 
Congregational clergy thus express them- 
selves in 1773. “We do not find, on the 
most careful enquiry, a single imstanee of 
any congregational chureh from the first 
settlement of the couutry to the present 
day, which has deposed or dismissed its 
teaching elder, or pastor, without the «d- 
vice of a couneil of neighboring churches; 
except when a dismission has been erfect- 
ed by the mutual consent of the elder and 
church. And, even in this case, it appears 
from what has been before adduced, that 
such dismission is irregular, and contrary 
to the constitution of these churches. 
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of composing these differences 
without a separation, and as the 
separation appears to have been 
the result of a mutual arrange- 
ment, Voted, that we comply 
with the request of the memori- 
alists.” — | 

The Association, therefore, as 
a body, attended at the dedication 
of the meeting house, and per- 
formed the religious services ac- 
cording to the request of the me- 
morialists, Oct. 6,1815. We are 
informed, that thenew society has 
received more encouragement 
and support from clergymen of 
a certain description, so far as 
ministerial services are concern- 
ed, than any other new society 
in this vicinity has received 
within the memory of man. 

Mr. Codman, who had some- 
time before taken a dismission 
from the Boston Association, 
complained to individuals of that 
body, that their proceedings on 
the memorial did in fact implicit- 
ly condemn him and justify his 
opposers; for the memorial was 
expressly designed to justify the 
memorialists on all the principal 
points, in order to make it prop- 
er forthem to ask the counte- 
nance of the Association; and 
they adhered to all their charges 
of gross immorality against Mr. 
Codman. ‘The Association say, 
they will not pass judgment in 
the case;, yet they comply with 
the request of the memorialists. 

Let us state a different case. 
Suppose some disaffected mem- 
bers of the Rey. Mr. Channing’s, 
or the Rev. Mr, Lowell’s, society 
in Boston, should prefer charges 
of gross inimorality against their 
minister. and should persevere 
in these charges for years: sup- 
pose these charges should be de- 
clared groundless by a compe- 
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tent tribunal: suppose the disaf- 
fected persons should finally sep- 
urate and erecta new house of 
worship: suppose they should 
request the Boston Association 
to dedicate their house, premis- 
ing, however, that they could not 
expect this favor, unless they 
could justify themselves in the 
course they had taken: and sup- 
pose they should insist upon all 
their old unsupported charges of 
immorality. Would it be thought 
siberal and correct for the Asso- 
Clation to say, we give no opin- 
10N in this controversy; but we 
will comply with the request? 
Would it not be more liberal 
and correct to say; We cannot 
receive charges against a minis- 
ter,as we have wo authority to 
try them: we are bound to con- 
sider these charges as slander- 
Ous till they are proved to be 
just, especially as one compe- 
tent tribunal has declared the 
most of them to be unsupported: 
take back your memorial, and 
ask simply for the dedication of 
your house, without attempung 
to criminate a man, whom we 
are bound to consider as inno- 
cent; and it may probably be our 
duty to dedicate any house, erect- 
ed lor the worship of God, by 
pe*sons formed into a regular 
religtous society? 

We have no hesitation in say- 
ing, that we think Mr. C. had 
just grounds of complaint 
against the Association. His 
teclings were siated to that body, 
anda vote was passed, wiich, 
after asuitable preamble, recites 
the proceedings of the Associa- 
tion, aud adds the following pars 
agraph: 


“Yhis Association also desire their 
Scribe to state, that they have never con- 
s.dered themselves a tribunal instituted to 
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examine and decide upon charges against 
ministers or churches. Ila conformity 
with this sentiment, it was their desire. 
and purpose, in their proceedings upon 
this occasion, to avoid the expression of 
any opinion whatever on the subject of 
the late differences in Dorchester; and 
their language on this point appears to 
them so unequivocal, as to need no ex- 
planation. If, however, there are per- 
sons, who, notwithstanding this care, con- 
evive either from the language of the vote, 
or from any circumstance attending it, 
that it sanctions charges, which atfect 
the moral character of any individual, 
the Assoviation are ready to declare, that 
this effect was in no degree intended or 
foreseen; and they regret that such a con- 
struction should be given to a proceeding, 
which was designed to encourage and ex- 
tend the institutions of religion. 


In the appendix to the memo- 
rial, p. 42, 43, there is a deposi- 
tion, which seems calculated te 
make an impression unfavorable 
to Mr. Codman, where the cir- 
cumstances are not known. = It 
is but justicé to. state, what we 
know to be the fac, that this 
deposition varies in two most 
important particulars from the 
testimony of the deponents, at 
the first covncil, So striking 
was the difference of the evi- 
dence, as given at the two coun- 
ciis, thet a large number of per- 
sons who were present at both, 
and severai of whom took down 
the testimony at the first council 
in writing, were greatly astonish- 
ed atthe confidence of the wit- 
nesses, 

Our readers will be happy te 
hear, that Mr. Codman is now 
lett pertectly free on the subject 
of exchanges. The following 
declaration, first prepared by a 
committee, has been unanimous- 
ly approved by the parish, since 
it has been newly organized. 


“As itis the important privilege of the 
Christian ministe: to regulate his exchan- 
ges with his brethren according to the 
unbiassed dictates of his own mund. and 
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eonscience; we think it expedient, that the 
parish should agree, that Mr. C. should 
not be confined in his exchanges, the ad- 
vice of any council or member thereof 
notwithstanding, as the advice, which was 
given, was upon the expectation, that the 
dsaffected were to continue active mem- 
bers of the parish, which is not now the 
ease; and that the exercise of this privi- 
lege shall not again be made the subject 
of complaint before an eeclesiastical coun- 
cil in this parish.” 


We need only say, in conclu- 
sion, that Mr. C’s character has 
not suffered by the long trials, 
through which he has passed; 
that his parish is now very flour- 
ishing, as more persons attend 
his ministry than has been the 
case at any previous time; ana 
that he, and many of his friends 
in every part of the United 
States, think there is abundant 
cause to bless God, that the con- 
troversy has been brouglit to so 
favorable a termination, 


LXIVI. The Christian’s Conk- 
dence: A Sermon preached at 
Wenham, at the funeral of the 
Rev. Rufus Andersan, A. M. 
feb. 15, 1814. By Samver 
WorcesrerR, Boston; S. T. 
Armstrong. pp. 24. 


Tue author of this sermon has 
pubiished several occasional dis- 
courses, within a few years 
past. All, which have come to 
our hands, (and we believe we 
have read all that have been pub- 
lished,) abound in good sense, 
i setiousness, and in a happy 
combination ef doctrinal and 
practical instruction. ‘hey are 
evidently the production of a 
vigorous mind, which is deeply 
and habitually impressed with 
tiie responsibility of the ministe- 
riai office, and solemnly intent 
pen the discharge ef its duties, 
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The only reason that we have not 
noticed these discourses, in their 
order, is, that we are able to de- 
vote but a moderate portion of 
our work to reviews. Perhaps 
this reason is not sufficient; but 
itis all we have to offer. 

The sertmon before us is from 
these words of Pauit Veverthe- 
less, IT am not ashamed; for I 
know whom I have believed, and 
am frersuaded that he ts able to 
keen that which I have committed 
unto him against tuat day. 2 
Tim. i, 12 

The preacher divides his sub- 
ject in the following’ manner; 


*} et us, 1. Attend to some particulars, 
which were comprised in Paui’s kuowledze 
of Christ, aud ou the ground of which he 
felt secure; 

“11. Consider what he had committed 
in trust to Christ; and then, 

“IIl. Contemplate, more direetly, the 
reason which he had not to be ashamed.” 
p. 4. 


The knowledge of Christ, 
whice the apostie had, is describ- 
ed, and set in a forcible light, by 
apt quotations from his wrilngs, 
under each of the following 
topics; viz. 


“His knowledge of Jesus Christ, we may 
assure oursgives, was correct, ample, 
deep, and experimental. He knew 
Christ to be a person in the highest sense 
divine; —he kuew him to be the propitia 
tion for the sins of the world;—he knew 
lim to have been raise i from the dead, and 
exalted upon the throne of the uviverse;— 
he knew him to have power to restore to 
the divine favor all true believers in. him— 
be Knew him to b the resurrection and 
the life—and he knew him to be the finat 
Judge of ail.” pp. 4, 5. 


The other divisions are jedi- 
ciously filled up, and succeeded 
by two reflections: “1. Qur sub- 
ject Opens to us a glorious view 
of the riches of divine grace 
presented in the Gospel”) “2,- 
Of wha. wifisice importaice Ase 
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true knowledge of Christ.” We 
omit further remarks, for the 
purpose of inserting the latter 
part of the sermon, which we 
do as a just and honorable tribute 
to the memory of a worthy and 
faithful minister. The delinea- 
tion of Mr. Anderson’s charac- 
ter is thought, by those who 
were particularly acquainted 
with him, to be very faithful and 
accurate. Unless we are mistak- 
en, our readers will pronounce 
the following extract to contain 
several passages of genuine pa- 
thos, and solemn exhortation. 
The closing paragraph must 


have made a deep impression 
on the hearers, and ought not to 
be siightly regarded by any 
reader, | 


“T need not tell you, my brethren, how 
happily these seutiments have been ex- 
empliied in the instance of him, whose 
mortal part now lies in the shrouds of 
death before us. Of bim you expect me 
to say something; and it is right that some- 
thing should be said, for the “memory of 
the yust is blessed,” and ought to be em- 
baimed in the hearts of the survivors. 

“This beloved servant of Christ was 
born at Londonderry, (N. H.) on the 5th 
of Mareh, 1765. “Blessed with pious par- 
ents and a religious eduestion, his mind 
was early imbued with the ‘truths of the 
(,ospel; and by means of those truths, un- 
der the power of divine grace, he appears 
to have been early brought to a saving 
knowledge of Christ. Having devoted 
himself to God, his thoughts at.d his heart 
were gradualiy turned to the Gospel min- 
istry, until he became seitied in the per- 
suasion, that duty required him to corse- 
erate himself to.this sacred work. Under 
this impression, and with this object stead- 
ily in view, he commenced ard prosecuted 
a reguler eourse of study; during which, 
ds he has been often heard to say, his 
great concern was to guaiify himself for 
the holy vocation whieh his heart had 
ehosen. He was graduated at Dartmeuth 
college in 1791. After spending «bout 
three years, partly in direct application 
to theological studies, and partly as a licen- 
tiate preacher, on the 22d Oct. 1794, he 
was ordained the pastor of the second 
ehurch in North Yarmouth, where he 
continued about ten years. His labors 


there were abundant, and in no small de- 
gree successful; his trials were avduous, 
but salutary in their influence, and happy 
in their results. Many precious seals of 
his ministry there, a3 we ave warranted 
to believe, will be his joy and crown, at 
the appearing of the Loid Jesus. His 
separation from that people was. with 
good mutual understancing; and under 
circumstaiees, whieh appear to have fixed 
no imputation of particular blame, on the 
one side or ov the other. Qu both sides, 
however, it was tenderly paiatul, a.d che 
necessity of it was deeply 1egret.ed. ‘Lhe 
dear tiock at North Yarmouth, onee his 
speciai charge, he ever continued, as Lam 
witness, to bear on his heart, with most 
aifectionate regard and concern; vor am t 
without personal knowlege, that among 
them his memory has beeu cherished wita 
great tenderness and respect. 

“Of the beloved flock in this place, he was 
installed the pastor, on the 10th July, 
1805. Concerning his ministry here, [ 
need not be particular. “For yourselves 
know, brethren, what manner of entering 
in he had unte you;”’—and “you have 
fully known his doctrine, manner of life, 
purpose, faith, long suffering, charity, pa- 
tienee;—how gentle he bas been amoug 
you, even as auurse cherisheth her chil- 
dren;—how affectionately desirous he was 
of vou, even Lo a willingness to have im- 
parted unto you net the Gospel of God 
only, but also his own soul, because ye 
were dear unto him;—how holily, and 
justly, and, unblamably he behaved him- 
self towards them that believe, and to- 
wards all men—warning every man, and 
texching every man, in all wisdom.” 
These distinguishing traits of apostolic 
character should not be applied by me, to 
my deceased friend and brother, under 
the present solemn responsibility, were [ 
not confident of a rcady testimony in your 
corsciences, that the application is strik- 
ingly just. 

' “Mr. Anderson wes possessed of good 
natural talents, improved by diligence in 
study, especially in the study of the Holy 
Writings. His mind was active and efli- 
cient; and, in regard to objects deemed by 
him important, would easily kindle inte 
ardor. His passions, naturally quick and 
strong, restrained and sanetitied by divice 
grace, diff sed around him a mild and 
benign, a warming and cheering influence. 
In his various relations, as a husband, a 
father, a friend, a brother, a pastor, a 
eitizen of his country, and a denizen of 
Zion, the benevolence of his heart was 
manifest, in constant endeavors, and in 
desires unequivoeally expressed, for indi- 
vidual happiness, and for public good. His 
conversation was distinguished for its sim— 
plicity and godly siucerity, and for keivg 








Fl 
ao 





“ee oor Ge © ha 7 


wi 


bysee 


+1 IT ~ 
iS: ii are 0 Doi: 


SOE come 
ES 


1814, 


lways with grace seasoned with salt; and 
the man isravely to be found’ of whom it. 
mht be said with more evident apposite- 
ness, “Behold au Isracliie indecd, in 
whom there is no guile.” ) 

“As a minister of the Gospel, he was 
‘noi,as many who corrupt the word of 
God;’ nor as many who deem it pradeut 
to conceal, or but indistinctly, or ambigu- 
ously to deciare their views of divine 
truth; but ‘¢enouncing the hidden thiygs 
of dishonesty, wot walking in evraftiness, 
not handiing the word of God deceitfully; 
but by manifestation of the truth,” he 
seemed anxious ouly to “commend him- 
self to every man’s conscience in the 
sight of God.” A firm and enlightened 
believer in the doctrines, distinctively de- 
nominated tie doctrines of grace, of these 
doctrines he was never ashamed; but to 
bcar his testimony to them, to shew their 
truth and importance, aud to press them 
home to the consciences and hearts of 
men, was the great business of his life. 
He was a preacher of Jesus Christ, and 
him crucified: of Jesus Christ, as trul 
God and truly man; and of him ar 
as the propitiation for the sins of the 
world, and the only pame giyen under 
heaven among men, whereby we can be 
saved.—His thoughts, lis sentiments, and 
his manner, were his own; his thoughts 
were luminous, his sentiments were rich, 
his manner was plain and unaffected, but 
solemn, affectionate, and impressive. 


ce eee ee e+ = - &EMuchimpressed 

Himself, as conscious of his awfil charge, 

And anxious mainly that the fiock he fed 

Might feelit too; - - - - - e---- 

By him the violated law spoke out 

dis thunders, and by him, in strains as 
sweet 

As angels use, the Gospel whispered 
peuce.” 


“He was eminently a man of prayer; 
and his prayers were distinguished for the 
spirit breathed into them of unattected 
piety and lively faith. In them, as in all 
that he did, his devotedness to Christ and 
his cause was manifest. Zion, the pur- 
chase of the Redeemer’s blood—Zion, the 
object of God’s everlasting love—was ever 
near his heart. He took pleasure in her 
stones; he favored her dust. His heart 
kindled at whatever concerned her pros- 
perity: he was forward to lend his aid to 
the measures for her enlargement which 
distinguish and brighten the present age; 
and he hailed with holy gladness the evi- 
dent advances of her King, to put an end 
to the days of her mourning, and to “ex- 
tend peace to her like a river, and the 
glory of the Gentiles like a flowing 
stream,” 
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“As he lived, so he died. His last days 
were serene. Knowing whom he believ- 
ed, he was persuaded, that he was able to 
keep what he had committed to him. ‘1 
have the assurance,” he repeatedly said, 
« have the assurance of faith: though not 
constantly the assurance of hope.” In the 
truth ot the doctrines which he had 
preached, he maintained an unwavering 
and lively confid nec; and his greatest 
grief appeared so be that any should 
preach another Gospel. His tender con- 
cern for his dear people, his ardent love 
to Zion, his sacred deyotedness to Christ, 
were conspicuous to the last. 

“Such was the servant of Christ, who 
statedly, for years, dispeused the word of 
life, from the sacred place in which [ 
stand. But the eyes that have seen him 
here, will see him here no more. Ata 
much earlier day, than our affections aud 
wishes would have marked for the event, 
his divine Master, whose will is always — 
good, has called him to rest from his la- 
bors. ‘To him we believe it is gain; to us 
only who survive it is loss. Upon his dear 
family, upon this chu: ch and people, upon 
our ministerial cirele, and upon our Zion, 
the breach is great,—Might an Sapreatan 
of personal feeling be indulged, I would 
say, I am distressed for thee, my brother 
Anderson; very pleasant hast thou been 
unto me!—But the sorrows of others claim 
condolence: the sorrows particularly of 
the afilietcd widow, and fatherless chil- 
dren, and of this bereaved fiock, 

‘Upon you, dear Madam, the stroke is, 
heavy. But the anguish of it is relieved, 
we trust, by the consderation that it is, 
from the hand of your heavenly Father; 
and we pray that his consolations may net 
be small with you. Thankful should you 
be in this day of your mourning, that you 
have not to sorrow as others who have no 
hope. The lover and friend indeed, wha 
is now put far from you, will not return, 
to you;—but yeu must go tehim. Follow 
him then with your affections ard desires 
to that better world. Let the precious 
Gospel which he preached, and which 
was all his salvation and all his Cesire, 
dwell richly in you; lock stcadily forward 
to the end of your faith; and the time will 
not be long, ere your spirit shall join his, 
in the presence of God, where there is 
fulness of joy, and at his right hand, where 
there are pleasures forever more. 

“Dear Youth, Sons of the deceased, he 
who has been your friend, your guardian, 
your guive, your example; who gave you 
to Gad, who has instructed youin the way 
of peace, who has sought’ your wellare 
with mauy pray ers and (ears;—your wor- 
thy and icloved father—is now 10 more 
with vou. He has left you at a eritical age, 


and in au evil world, Lut his dedicatiga 
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of you to God, his instructions, his exam- 
ples, his: prayers and tears will nut, we 
trust, be in vain. They constitute a pres 
cious legacy; a legacy more valuab:e, than 
thousands of gold and silver; a legacy in the 
possession of which you may be truly 
rich ang happy. “Know then the God of 
‘our father, and serve him with a perfect 
1eart and with a willing mind:” and he will 
be yoar God; will supply all your need; 
will guide you with his counsel, and after- 
ward receive you to glory. 

“Brethren and Friends of this Church 
aad religious Society, the present is a sol- 
emn day to,.you. He who has watched 
for your souls with most affectionate care, 
is gone to render up his secount to hig 
Judge and your Judge; aud you are left as 
sheep not havingashepherd. We grieve 
for your loss; we feel a deep solicitude on 
account of your destitute state: we are de- 
voutly desiraus that this solemn dispensa- 
tion may be sanctified to you. We pray 
God the breach made upon you may not 
be irreparable. Has not your beloved and 
lamented pastor left a testimony in all 
your consciences, that he is pure from 
your blood;—that he has not shunned to 
declare unto you all the council of God;— 
that he has taught you the way of life in 
truth and with all fidelity. And as he is 
now gone to render up his account, does it 
not behove you individually and seriously to 
reflect, how the account must stand as it 
regards you. Happy, if you have received 
the truths of the Gospel, dispensed by 
hira into good and honest hearts; and are 
built up and established in the most holy 
faith. Mournful the fact, if in regard to 
any of you, he has labored in vain, and 
spent his streagth for nought, and been 
only a savor of death unto death!—His 
great concern in his last days was, lest, 
“after his departure grievous wolves 
should enter in among you, net sparing 
the flock.” ‘*Therefore, we beseech you, 
watch, aud remember, that by the space 
ofeight years, he ceased not to warn ev- 
ery ove night and day with tears.” And 
couid he now speak ‘o you from his bright 
abode, what could he more, than repeat 
in effect the instructions, exhortations, 
aud entreaties, which while here he so af- 
fectionately delivered to you. Brethren, 
itis nota small thing, ifa prophet has 
been among you. O may his message 
abide in your minds and in your hearts; 
may even his death be as life from the 
dead to many of you. May the dews of 
heavenly grace yet cause the good seed, 
here sown by him, to spring up into a 
rich and glorious harvest; and may the 
breach here made by his removal, be soon 
repaired by the great Shepherd and Bish- 
ep ot souls. 


**My fathers and brethren in the minis- 
try, our beloved brother and fellow labor- 
er in the ministry is gone. Let us deposit 
his savred remains, to be kept by Him to 
whom bis all has been committed; alfec- 
tionately drop a tear upon his grave; em- 
balin his memory in our bosoms; and re- 
turn to our labors with quickened dili- 
gence, fidelity and zeai. Soon will our 
Lord eall also for us. What we do for 
him, and for the souls committed to our 
care, we must do quickly; we are dying’ 
—our people are dying. Let us seize the 
moment, and, in view of the jodgmeut. 
seat, declare to them all the counsel of 
Cod, warving every man, and teaching 
every mau with all wisdom and fidelity. 
God grant we may so preach, and so live, 
and so die, as to save ourselves and our 
dear people. | 

**My hearers of this numerous assembly, 
the hope and the end of the true b-liever 
have been set be‘ore you: the hope is full 
of glory, the end is peace. But, alas! how 
different the hope, and the end of them 
that believe not! They live without God 
in the world; in contiuual transgression of 
his law, abuse of his grace, and refusal of 
his Son the only Savior. Die they must; 
but when they die—ah! what will heseune 
of them! Their souls and their bodies the 


have neglected to commit to the Savior’s 


hands. Their sins are not forgiven; their 
persens are not sanctified; they have no 
title to heaven—no preparation for that 
holy place—no treasure laid up there. In 
the dark valley of death, no light from 
heaven cheers them; no convoy of angels 
attends them; no friendly haud is extend- 
ed to guide ar support them. Hopeless 
and forlorn, the distracted soul is torn 
away from its earthly tenement, and hur- 
ried by demous down into the abyss of eter-, 
nal darkness and woe; and the body is con- 
signed to the dust—to rise indeed, when 
the trump of God shall break the slumbers 
of the grave—but torise to shame and ever- 
lasting contempt. At the final day, when 
the heavens are/passing away with a great 
noise, and the earth is dissolving before 
the splendors of his throne, they must 
stand at the bar of their Judge;—whose 


merey they have refused, whose blood | 


they have spurned, whose terrors they 
have defied;—and hearthe dreadful sen- 
tence, “Depart from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels.””—O be warned my hear- 
ers, every one of you, and flee from the 
wrath which is tocome. Flee for refuge 
to the hope set before you. Repent and 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ; and 
live the life, that you may die the death of: 
the righteous, and your last end ,be Uke 
his. Amen.” , 
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MISCELLANEOUS. | 


CORRECTION OF AN ERROR. 


To the E:litor of the Panoplist. 
Sit; 
I was pleased with your review 
ef Barlew’s Columbiad, as con- 
taining Mahy just strictures en 
the false sentiment and false 
taste of that work. In this coun- 
try, where every man is suppos- 
ed to be at liberty to think what 
he picases, and utter what he 
thinks, it is not strange that men 
should be found willing to write 
error or nonsense, so lohg as 
what they write may be publish- 
ed and sold, without any respon- 
sibility at the tribunai of criti- 
cism. Perhaps itis a natural con- 
sequence ofour habits as a people, 
that we all know, or at least pro- 
fess to know, a little of every 
thing. Not a few, therefore, sup- 
pose that they knew a little more 
than others, concerning some fa- 
vorite subject; and that they are 
fairly called to communicate that 
knowledge to the public. Ifour 
literary reputation were to be es- 
timated by the numéer, and not by 
the guadty of the books we pro- 
duce, we should have no reason to 
be anxious forthe result. Our 
use of authorship does not extend 
to such voluminous works as 
those of Erasmus or Lord Hale. 
Indeed an American folio wouid 
be almost 28 great a curiosity, as 
am American ship of the line. 
But oar shelves are loaded with 
pamphlets, concerning many of 
which, we hesitate whether to 
send them to the binder, or con- 
sign them to the rubbish of the 
closet. 

Truly, Mr. Editor, we need a 
respectabie literary censorship 


over the press. Nothing short 
of this can save us from being 
inundated with trash, irom the 
vanity, the cupidity, or the wan- 
tonness of writers and booksel- 
lers. if this subject were duly 
considered, wise men certainly 
would not complain of well writ- 
ten reviews, in our periodical 
publications. Many of your 
readers, I am sure, wish to have 
this department of the Panoplist 
made an object of increasing at- 
tention; and to see it reguiarly 
filled with the labors of sound and 
enlightened criticism. 

But the principal object of 
this communication is to recal 
your attention to a passage in the 
review of the Cotumbiad, on the 
86ih page of your number for 
Feb. last. After some general 
remarks on Mr. Bariow’s version 
of the psalms omitted by Dr. 
Watts, tue reviewer says: 


‘His edition of the psalms was at one 
time quite popular, and contains some 
happy efforts ot poetry. His 137th, which 
itis strange that Dr. Watts should have 
oiuitted, as it is justly pronounced by Chat- 
eaubriand to be the “finest of ali canticiés 
on the love of country,” begins as follows: 


“‘Along the banks were Babel’s current 
tlows 

Our captive bands in deep despondence 
stray d, 

While Zion’s fall in sad remembrance 
rose, 

Her friends, her children mingled with 
the dead. 


**The tuneless harp, that once with joy we 
strung, 
When praise employ’d and mirth in- 
spir’d the lay, | 
In mournful silence on the willows hung; 
And growing grief prolong’d the tedi- 
ous day.” 


These stanzas are worthy of particular 
praise. Itis asorrowful reflection, thar 
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talents whieh might have been a credit 
to any good cause, and any country, should 
have been utterly perverted and abused; 
aud that a man, born and educated under 
favorable circumstances, where the true 
God is known, the Bible is understood, 
and pure worship offered, should have a- 
postatized from the religion which he once 
preached, and plunged into the gulf of 
Atheism.” 


It has always seemed strange 
to me that this 137th psalm, 
which is indeed one of the most 
melting Strains of poetry that 
can be found in any language, 
should have been overlooked by 
the ethereal spirit of Watts. 
The version of it in Barlow’s 
collection doubtiess possesses 
all the merit which the reviewer 
ascribes toit; but none of that 
merit belongs to Barlow. The 
writer of that beautiful psalm 
was Dr. Lemuel Hopkins, late 
of Hartford, Con. and the origi- 
nal manuscript is now in the 
possession of his family. This 
mistake, though really of small 
importance, it seems but a piece 
of literary justice to correct. 

N.S.QO. 


YALE COLLEGE BENEVOLENT 
SOCIETY. 


Turs Society was formed in July, 1813. 
The annual meeting is on the day before 
Commencement, when an oration and a 
poem will be delivered. The Soc’ety 
consists, at present, principally of students; 
though afew generous subscribers from 
abroad have joined it, or sent their dona- 
tiens. It has already afforded assistance 
to a number of worthy young men, and 
promises great usefulness. It receives 
donations in books, particularly in those 
classical books which every student must 
possess; and in this manner is enabled to 
lessen the expenses of education to indi- 
gent students very considerably. ‘These 
books can be lent in such a manner, as 
that one complete set wiil accommodate 
several persons, at the same time. We 
shall gladly take some future occasion to 
urge this subject upon the opulent, partic- 
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ularly upon the Alumni of the College. 
The designs of the Society will be clearly 
seen by the following 


: CONSTITUTION. . | 

Art. 1. The Society shall be 
Styled THE YALE COLLEGE Br- 
NEVOLENT SOCIETY; and its ob- 
ject shall be to assist indigent 
young men, of good talents, and 
unblemished moral character, in 
obtaining an education at this 
College. 

Art. If. Any person may be- 
come a member of the Suciety, 
by paying the sum of two dollars; 
and may continue a member by 
paying one dollar annually. And 
any person may become a mem- 
ber for life, by paying. at any one 
time, thirty dollars; or, within the 
space of four years, forty dollars. 

Art. \Il. The officers of the 
Society shall be a President, 
Vice President, and Committee, 
from the Senior Class; and a 
Secretary from the Junior Class: 
all of whom shall be appointed 
by ballot at cach annual meeting. 

Art. 1V The Committee shall, 
with the consent of the President 
of the College, and the Profes- 
sors of Mathematics, Languages, 
and Chemistry, appropriate all 
monies belonging tothe Society. 

Art. V. One half of the money 
annually contributed shall be 
appropriated to forma permanent 
fund; the interest of which, and 
that only, shall be annualiy ex- 
pended. This fund shall be 
placed in the hands of the Presi- 
dent and Fellows of Yale Coliege; 
who shall keep and manage the 
same, in such a manner as they, 
or their Treasurer, may think 
mostadvantageous to the Society. 

Art. VI. All persons making 
donations to the Society shall 
have the privilege of addi ¢ 
their money to the permanent 
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fund, of placing it exclusively in 
the hands of the President and 
Professors or of appropriating 
it exclusively to the education of 
young men intended for the min- 
istry. 

Art. VII. Such person or ver- 
sons, aS may subscribe one hun- 
dred dollars annually, shall have 
the privilege of designating the 
person, who shall receive his or 
their donation: provided the per- 
son so designated shall possess 
the qualifications required by the 
Constitution. 

Art. Vill, No person shall 
receive assistance from the So- 
ciety, unless he produce sufhi- 
cient testimony of a geod moral 
character and respectabletalents; 
noretill he shail have been a 
member of College at least one 
term. 


ON THE VIOLATION OF THE 
SABBATH BY PERSONS OF 
RANK AND INFLUENCE, 


We have been high'y pleased with an 
article in the Christian Observer tor 
September last, on the violation of the 
Sabbath; and have determiued to pre- 
sent our readers with the whole of it. 
The dignity, the independence, the 
boldness, exhibited by the Editor of that 
excellent publication in admitting a 
piece, which reprehends, in degided but 
delicate terms, the conduct of the Prince 
Regent, the acting chief magistrate of 
the British Empire, and the source of 

litical honor, are worthy of admiration. 
t would he a shame to us, if, in this re- 
publicua country, and in New England, 
where the Sabbath is much more gener- 
ally observed than in Great Britam, we 
should be afraid to meution the delin- 
. quencies of our rulers on the same sub- 
jeet. In imitation of the Christian Ob- 
server we take this opportunity to state, 
that judges of the highest courts in New 
Engiand have been known to travel on 
the Sabbath, without any plea of neces- 
sity whatever; aud that instanees of 
euch travelling have multiplied of late. 
IL is perfectly evident, that a judge should 
Vou. X. 
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not travel on the Sabbath, unless in a 
case of extreme necessity; and he shotld 
then take special care to apologize for 
his conduct, and to state the necessity 
with such particularity and concern, as 
to counteract the pernicious tendeney 
of his example. Ep. 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


I SELIEVE that not only all seri- 
ous Christians, but all good citi- 
zens, are agreed as to the im- 
portance of maintaining, in the 
minds of the great body of the 
people, a respect for the institu- 
tion of the Christian Sabbath. 
The Christian, indeed, values it 
chiefly on account of the spiritu- 
al benefits with. which its due 
observance is fraught. But even 
its civil and political advantages 
are by no means of trivial mo- 
ment; and they ought to secure, 
on the part of our magistracy, 
and of all the friends of good or- 
der, the tribute at least of their 
external respect to so beneficial 
anappointment. The temporal 
sanctions by which our forefath- 
ers have protected the sacred- 
ness of the Sabbath from secular 
occupation, is sufficient evidence 
of their sentiments on this point. 
The law of the land requires that 
its repose should not be unneces- 
sarily disturbed; and were it on- 
ly for the sake of the general 
principle of cherishing a rever- 
ence for the laws inthe minds ot 
the community at large, I should 
have hoped that our senators, 
ouf judges, and our governors, 
would themselves have scrupu- 
lously abstained trom any open 
infraction of them. 

These reffections, Sir, were 
suggested to me last Sunday, at 
a large county town where I had 
rested during a journey, by the 
circumstance that on that day the 
Prince Regent and his suite 
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passed through the town in one 
direction, and a judge of the cir- 
cuit in another, both travelling 
rapidly, and communicating of 
course abundant activity to all 
the inns and stable-yards where 
they had occasion to stop. But 
this was not the only evil. The 
public curiosity was naturally 
awake to see the Prince Regent. 
The consequence was, that in- 
stead of the crowded church, or 
the quiet family party, all was 
bustie,and confusion, and clamor. 
The streets through which he 
had to pass were filled with 
spectators, and the grave aspect 
of the Sabbath was changed for 
the levity and frivolity of a fair 
or a race course. Surely the ad- 
visers of his Royal Highness are 
to blame, when they induce him 
thus to weaken the obligations 
of religion, and: of the Jaws by 
which religion is fenced, by 
journeys on the Sunday, for 
which, in kis case at least. no 
plea even of expediency, much 
tess of necessity, can be advanc- 
ed. The judge, however, I think 
stil] more to biame, as be must 
have acted from bis own mere 
motion, and without the inter- 
vention of any adviser; and as his 
experience on the circuits must 
have taught him, in innumerable 
instances, how much of the 
crime which it falls to his jot to 
punish, had originated in those 
violations of the sanctity of the 
Sabbath which his example fias 
tended to encourage. 

Should this paper meet the 

cye of the judge to whom 1] al- 
jude, or of any other judges, I 
trust it will not be without its 
yse in inducing them to avoid 


similar occasions of offence. 
Cs 


’ 


THE OPINION OF THE LEGISLA- 
TURE OF MASSACHUSETTS IN 
REGARD TO THE SABBATH. 


We cannot foilow up the preceding com- 
munication better than by publishing 
the recent, solemn, reeorded opinion of 
the Legislature of Massachusetts, mm re- 
lation to the momentous subject of the 
Christian Sabbath. Let this paper be 
well pondered; let the great truths 
which it states be separately considered; 
and let the public awake to the para- 
mount importance of making a vigorous 
and united etiort to restore to New 
England the ancient sanctity of the 
Sabbath. Ep. 


THE committce appointed by 
both houses to consider what 
further provision is necessary to 
enforce a due observance ot the 
Lord’s Day, and to whom were 
committed séveral petitions fm 
the people on this subject, with 
leave to report by bill or other- 
wise, have attended tothe duty 
assigned them, and respectfully. 
ofier the following 


REPORT— 


We find a law passed March 
8th, 1792, and another passed 
March lith, 1797, the provis- 
ions of which extend not only to 
all the evils mentioned in the 
petitions, but to all such as are 
in any other way known to us to 
exist, in regard to the outward 
observance of the Sabbath. The 
provisions of these two laws we 
think are sufficient to accom- 
plish the end proposed, if they 
were faithfully and discreetly 
executed. The preamble to 
the first law is solemn, clear 
and impressive. It states the 
design and use of the Lord’s 
Day in a-manner well calcuiated 
to excite in the minds of the 
people, and of the officers named 
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in the laws, a just sense of their 
responsibility and duty, and to 
stimulate them to corresponding 
efforts. The specifications and 
encreased penaities, which fol- 
low, appear not to us to require 
any further additions from the 
Legislature, until it shall ap- 
pear from a fair experiment in 
executing the laws, that the 
evils are not removed. 

But while we thus report, that 
no further legal provisions are 
required from this honorable 
body, we are still impressed 
with a deep sense of the extent 
and importance of the evil com- 
plained of, both by the clergy 
and the people, and are earnest- 
ly desirous to give all the aid in 
our power to the execution of 
the laws, by our renewed sanc- 
tion, and the full expression of 
our sentiments and feelings, 

We believe, that an enlight- 
ened, uniform and pious obsery- 
ance of the Lord’s Day, in at- 
tending public and private in- 
struction and worship ourselves, 
and in refraining from all actions 
and practices which may dis- 
turb the worship and instruc- 
tion of others, is a duty solemnly 
binding upon the conscience of 
every individual. We believe 
that without the appointment 
and continuance of the Lord’s 
Day, public instruction and wor- 
ship would soon languish, and 
perhaps entirely cease: that pri- 
vate worship and the best virtues 
of social life would share the 
same fate: that the Scriptures, 
containing the records, the prin- 
ciples, the duties, and tke hopes 
of our religion, would soon pass 
from the recollection of multi- 
tudes of our citizens who now 
regard them, and never become 
known to the great body of the 
rising gencration: that the pow- 


erful and happy influence which 
they now exert upon public sen- 
timent and morals would be 
seen no longer: that the safety 
of the state, the moral and re- 
ligious improvement of the peo- 
ple, the personal security and 
happiness of all, are intimately, 
if not inseparably connected 
with the uniform and conscien- 
tious observance of the Lord’s 
Day, and its various institutions 
and services; and that we are all 
bound to make every just and 
proper effort to secure the exe- 
cution of the laws, which have 
been already miade upon this 
important and interesting sub- 
ject. However’ wisely and 
skilfully laws may be framed, 
they must greatly depend upon 
the public sentiment and virtue, 
and especially in all measures of 
a moral and religious character, 
for their final and complete suc- 
cess. We trust the public sen- 
timent and virtue in this Com- 
monwealth are sufficiently ele- 
vated and powerful to secure the 
execution of just laws for the 
observance of the Sabbath, when 
onee the public mind shall be 
properly and simuitaneously di- 
rected to this object, and to the 
reasons which enforce it. 

We therefore recommend the 
following measure to be adopt- 
ed by the Legislature: 

That this Report be printed, 
and a copy sent to each minister 
of every denomination in the 
Commonwealth. 

That each minister be re- 
quested to read in his pulpit, on 
the Sabbath, the existing laws, 
for the due observance of the 
Lord’s Day, and to address the 
people on the subject; pointing 
out as fully and explicitly as the 
occasion and the circumstances 
of his people may require, ag-_ 
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cording to his own judgment, 
the importance and value of the 
Sabbath, and the reasons which 
bind us to observe it, and to ubey 
the laws of the Commonwealth: 

That the people be especially 
and distinctly called upon to elect 
such moral and religious men to 
fill the office named for the par- 
ticular execution of the Jaws in 
regard to the Sabbath, as shall 
give the public a rational confi- 
dence, that all proper means will 
be adopted to meet the just ex- 
pectations of the Leygislature, 
and of all the lovers of right- 
eousness, peace and order: 

That the people be distinctly 
reminded of the necessity of 
supporting such public officers 
in the faithful discharge of their 
duty, by uniting and preserving 
the common sentiment in their 


favor, and not permitting it, by 
neglect or irritation, to turn 
azainst them to injure their rep- 
utation, business or happiness: 
And that the officers them- 
sclves, who are, or may be thus 
appointed, should be discreet, 
judicious and benevolent, while 
they are yet honest and firm in 
the execution of their trust, ac- 
cording to the oath of office pre- 
scribed in the statute. All which 
is repectfully submitted by or- 
der of the committee. 
D. A. Wuite. Chairman, 
In Senate, June 14th, 1814. 
Read and accepted, sent down 
for concurrence ~ 
Joun Puyiiuips. President. 
In the House of Kepresenta- 
tives, June 14th, 1814. Read 
and concurred, 
Timotuy BiceLow, Speaker. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


BXTRACTS FROM MINUTES OF THE PRO- 
CEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL ASSOCIA- 
TION OF MASSACHUSETTS PROPER. 


AT a meeting of the General Association 
of Massachusetts Proper, holden by pre- 
vious public notice, in Dorehester instead 
of Boston, June 28, 1814. 


Present the following delegates from 

the associations specified, viz. 

Berkshire Association, 
Rev. Joseph L. Mills, and 
Rev. Thomas Punderson. 

Mountain Association. 
Rev. Caleb Knight. 

Franklin .issociation. 
Rev. Preserved Smith. 

Hampshire central Association. 

Rev. Evaa Johns, and 
ley. Experience Porter. 

Hampden Association. 
Rev. Timothy M. Cooley, and 
key. John Keep. 

Brookfield Association. 
Rev. Thomas Snell, and 
Rev. Samuel Ware. 

Worcester South Association. 
Rev. Samuel Austin, D. D. 
Westminster Association. 

Rev. Joseph Estabrook. 

Haverhill Association. 
Rev. Isaac Tompkins, and 


Rev. Joshua Dodge. 


Essex Middle Association. 
Rev. William Baleh, and 
Rev. James W. Tucker. 
Association of Salem and Vicinity.. 
Rev. Samuel Thurston, and 
Rev. Samuel Dana. 
Union .issociation. 

Rev. Jedidiah Morse, D. D. and 
Rev. Samuel Gile. 
Delegates from the General Assembly of 

Presbyterian Church. 
Rev. Aaron W. Leland, and 
Rev. John Johnson. 
Delegates from the General Association 

af Connecticut. 
Rev. Royal Tyler, and 
Rev. David L. Perry. 
Delegates from the General Association 
in New Hampshire. 
Rev. Josiah Carpenter, and 
Rev. William F. Rowland. 
Delegates from the General Convention 
in Vermont: 

Rev. Sylvester Sage, and 
Rey. John Fiteh. 


Rev. Enoch Hale, Secretary, and Rev. 
John Codman, minister of the parish. 

The Rev. Jedidiah Morse, D. D. was 
chosen Moderator, and the Rev. John 
Keep was chosen Scribe. The Rev. 
Thomas Punderson was chosen assistant 
Seribe. The meeting was then opened 


with prayer by the Moderator. 
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The Rev. Messrs. Cooley, Hale, and 
Perry were chosen a committee of ar- 
rangements. 

The Brethren, who were delegates 
from this body to the associations in our 
connexion, in the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian church, in Connecticut 
and New Hampshire, reported. 

Voted, That the association attend a 
publ ¢ Lecture on each evening during the 
session. 

Voted, To set apart a season for prayer, 
on Thursday morning, commencing at 
6 o'clock. 

After prayer by the Moderator, ad- 
journed to meet to-morrow morning at 
8 o’clock in the meeting-house. 

Thursday morning, June 29, met ac- 
cording to adjournment and joined in 
prayer with the Moderator. 

Voted, That the Rev. James Murdock, 
present, delegate from this body to the 
General Association in New Hampshire, 
and any other delegates who may be 
present, be invited to sit as honorary 
meinbers. 

Voted, That the associational sermon 
be delivered at 2 o'clock, in the afternoon. 

The committee of arrangements made 
their report in part, which was accepted. 

Voted, That future reports of delegates 
to and fiom this body be made in writing. 

Voted, Vhat Rev. Messrs. Dana, Tuck- 
er, and Porter, be a committee to audit 
the accounts of the association, to report 
the state of the funds, and such measures 
as may be thought expedient respecting 
them. 

Voted, That the association attend to 
the narratives of the state of religion, im- 
mediately after public worship, and that 
the Rev. Messrs. Murdock, Leland, and 
Perry, be a committee to take minutes, 
and to prepare a report. 

Voted, ‘To hear and to take order apon 
the measures proposed, in an ancient Doc- 
ument prepared, *“l'o serve the great in- 
tentions of religion, which is lamentably 
decaying in the country,” by the Minis- 
ters of Massachusetts, convened at Bos- 
ton in the years 1704, 5 and 6. It was 
moved that a committee be appointed to 
prepare a Manual of discipline for the 
evangelical churches in Massachusetts, in 
connexion with this association; whereupon, 

Voted, Torefer this subject to a com- 
mitte of three, and that the Rev. Samuel 
Austin, D. D. the Rev. Jedidiah Morse, 
). D. and the Rev. Enoch Hale, compose 
this committee. 

The following Brethren were chosen 
delegates to the ecelesiastiea! bodies with 
which this association is eonneeted; viz. 

Rev. Samuel Shepard, and Rev. Samuel 
Osgood, delegates to the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church in the 


United States, to be holden in Philadel- 
phia on the Sd Thursday in May, 1815. 
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Rey. Evan Johns, and Rey. Timothy 
M. Cooley, were appointed substitutes. 

Rev. John Codman, and Rev. James 
W. Tucker, substitutes to the Rev. The- 
ophilus Packard, and the Rev. Nathan 
Perkins, delegates to the General Associ- 
ation of Connecticut, to be holden in Dan- 
bury, on the third Tuesday in June next. 

Rev. Joseph Estabrook, and Rev. Ex- 
perience Porter, substitutes to the Rev. 
Joseph Blodget, and the Rev. Joseph 
Field, delegates to the General Associa- 
tion of New Hampshire, to meet in Han- 
over, on the 3d Tuesday of Sept. next. 

Rev. John Keep, and the Rev. Rich- 
ard S. Storrs of Braintree, delegates to the 
General Convention of Vermont, to mect 
in Woodstock, at the house of the Rey. 
Mr. Chapin, on the 2nd Tuesday in Sept. 
next, at 2 o’clock, P. M. 

The Committce on the document, Ke. 
bearing date 1704, 5, and 6, reported. 

Voted, That the eonsideration of this 
report, be deterred till tomorrow morn- 
ing. 
, to meet in this place, im- 
mediately after the public exercises, in 
the afternoon. 

The associational Lecture was preached 
by the Rev. Thomas Snell, trom Prov. 
xiv, 12. here is a way, which seemeth 
right unto a man; but the end thereof ure 
the ways of death, 

At4 o'clock, P. M. met according to 
adjournment. The Rev. Moderator stat- 
ed, that it was necessary for him to be 
absent till to-morrow morning. He was 
therefore excused, and the Rev. Samuel 
Austin, D. D. was chosen to preside as 
Mederator in his absenee. 

The association agreeable to assignment 
proceeded to attend to the narratives of 
the state of Religion. 

Adjourned, «fter prayer by the Moder- 
ator till to-morrow morning, 8 o’clock. 

Thursday morning, June 30. Met ac- 
cording to adjournment. The meeting 
was opened with prayer by the Moder- 
ator. 

The Committee appointed to audit the 
accounts of the association, made their re- 
port, which was accepted. 

Voted, That the Rev. Ebenezer Porter, 
Bartlet Professor in the Theological li- 
stitution at Andover, be invited to sit with 
the association, as an honorary member. 

The business assigned by previous vote 
to this hour was diseussed, and the follow- 
ing vote passed, nemine contradicente. 

““‘Whereas an ancient document has 
been presented to this association, contain- 
ing an answer to the question, “What 
further steps are to be taken, that Coun- 
ciils may have their due constitution, and 
efficacy, in supporting, preserving, and 
well ordering the interest of the churches 
in the country’” and **Assented to hy the 
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lelegates of the associations, met accord- 
ing to former agreement at Boston, Sept. 
$3, 1705,” and “further approved and 
évnfirmed, by a Gencral Couvention of 
the Ministers at Boston, 30, 3d month, 
a706:” 

Voted, That a committee of seven be 
chosen by bailot to inquire into the histo- 
ry of the above mentioned document; and 
particularly to ascertain, whether the re- 
solves it contains were carried into execu- 
tion at the time, and te what extent; and 
to report at the next annual meeting 
of this association, on the expediency of a 
recommendation by this body of the plan 
of diseipline there proposed, either entire, 
or with alterations and amiendments, to 
the consideration of the assocjations and 
ehurches in our connexisn. 

Rey. Jetlidiah Morse, D. D. Rev. Sam- 
nel Austin, D. D Rev. Leonard Woods, 
D>. D. Rev. Samuel Worcester, D. D. 
Rev. Enoch Hale, Rev. Joseph Lyman, 
D. D. and the Rev. Timothy M. Cooley 
were chosen a committee for the purpose 
above specified. 

The Committee appointed to consider 
the liberal preposal of Mr. John S. Scher- 
merhorn, reported as follows: 

“That it is expedient for the assocvia- 
tions, in Connexion with this body, to form 
themselves inte Societies, for the purpose 
mentioned by Mr. Schermerborn, and 
that being formed, they act as auxiliaries 
to the religious charitable society in the 
county of Worcester, one avowed object 
of which is, the assisting of pious indigent 
young men, in obtaining a public educa- 
tion, in reference to the ministry; and 
that the Secretary be a committee to re- 
ceive the books offered by Mr. Schermer- 
horn, and to distribute them in equal pro- 
portions to those associations which shall 
be thus organized; and also, to transmit 
information to him of their organization, 
ou oF before the first day of May next. 

It is recommended likewise to pass a 
vote, direeting the Secretary to express, 
suitably, their thanks te Mr. Schermer- 
horn, for the generosity he tas manifested 
toward this body. The report was ae- 
cepted. 

Voted, That a committee be chosen to 
take into consideration the subject of 

titioning the Congress of the United 
States, to put a stop to the transportation 
and opening of the mail on the Lord’s day; 
and if they shall think it expedient to con- 
cur with the late measures of the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian church, and 
the General Association of Connecticut in 
regard to this objeet, that they send print- 
ed petitions, prepared at discretion by 
themselves, and in such numbers as they 
shall think necessary, to the several asso- 
ciations represented in this body, and to 
others as they shall think proper, for the 
purpose of procuring subscribers to such 


petitions, toas great an extent as shall be 
practicable, and trausmit them, on or be- 
tore the first day in December next, to 
such members of Congress, as shall in 
their opinion, he disposed to promote 
their design, to be laid by them betore 
this great Council of the nation. Rev, 
Saniuel Austin, D. D. the Rev. James 
Murdock, and the Rev. Thomas Snell, 
were chosen a committee for the above 
purpose 

‘bhe Committee appointed to take min- 
utes from the narratives of the state of 
religion, reported, which, after correction, 
was accepted as follows: Per 

The Committee, appointed to prepare 
anarrative on the state of religion from 
the communications made to this body, 
beg leave to otler the following Report. 

rrom a general survey of the state of 
our churehes, it will appear, that the 
friends of Zion bave cause for increasing 
joy and eonfidence. 

While our politieal affairs have been in 
a state of peculiar embarrassinent, while 
the angry snd ferotious passions have been 
excited by the diy of war, and while mul- 
titudes have been suffering in their tem- 
poral interests and happiness, the heralds 
of the Gospel have not failed to stand 
furth as the messengers of saivation to a 
guilty world, and to put forth their ener- 
gies, in dependance on sovereign grace, 
for the enlargement and prosperity of 
that kingdom, whieh shall exist and 
flourish beyond the narrow beunds of 
time. Though in some instances the at- 
téution of Christians has been too much 
engrossed with political and worldly 
things, yet the churches under our care 
have generally manifested more deep so- 
licitude for those things into which the 
angels desire to look, 

Several of our churches have, during the 
year, enjoyed a precious season of refresh 
ing from the presence of the Lord. Most 
of the revivals mentioned in the last an- 
nual report have coutinued down through 
a part or the whole of the present year. 
A pleasing work of grace has begun, dur- 
ing the past year, in Long Mealow, Sa- 
voy, and Gloucester, and is still going for- 
ward. In several towns there appears to 
be an increasing attention to the word 
and ordinances of God: and generally, 
throughout our limits, external order and 
decency, and with few exceptions, a firm 
adherence to the faith onee delivers! to 
the saints, give evidence that the Lord is 
still in the midst of our churches. 

The attention of Christians has been 
much ealled to the state of publie morals; 
and nobie and combined efforts are mak- 
ing, with the most flattering prospects, for 
the suppression of the heinous sins of in- 
temperance, Sabbath breaking, and profan- 
ity. The Theological Institution at An- 
dover continues te prosper, aud missiona- 
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ry, Bible, tract, and other religious chari- 
table societies, are still pursuing their re- 
spective objects with that pious ardor, 
which has been so astonishingly displayed 
for several years past, both in Europe and 
America. In some parts of our limits 
much attention has been given to cato- 
chetical instruction; ard an increasing 
spirit of prayer is visible in many of our 
churches, 

On the whole, it is believed, that not- 
withstanding a lamentable degree of for- 
mality and spiritual deadness is apparent 
in some places, and in others the friends 
of truth and godliness see much to gricve 
them, yet we have great occasion to re- 
joice in the covenant faithfulness of God, 
exh‘bited in the prosperity of our churches. 

While these things are presented with- 
in our own limits, it is with peculiar satis- 
faction, we can speak also of the fruits of 
grace in other sections of the American 
churches. 

Within the limits of the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian church, sev- 
eral places have been visited tke past 
year, with the extraordinary effusions ot 
the divine Spirit. Especially ought we to 
mention Newark, and the towns adjacent 
in the state of New Jersey, that highly 
favored spot, which has repeatedly been 
blessed with retreshings from the Spirit 
of the Lord. In general the state of re- 
ligion, as appears from communications 
made by that body, is gradually rising. 

From the General Association of Con- 
necticut, we have also j@ful evidence 
that “the Lord hath not forsaken them, 
and the Most High hath not forgotten 
them.” The Spirit is poured out in 
many societies within their limits; and it 
appears there have been larger accessions 
to the Kingdom of Zion the last year, than 
in any preeeding since the year 1800. 
The state of public morals is also improv- 
ing, and the friends of the Redeemer are 
becoming more and more united in re- 
straining vice, and in promoting the wel- 
fare of souls. ; 

Within the limits of the General As- 
sociation of New Hampshire, although 
some dangerous fanatical errors prevail, 
and many places are destitute of the stat- 
ed administrations of the Gospel, yet the 
happy fruits of previous revivals remain, 
and a Jaudable zeal and _ faithfulness 
appear to characterize the exertians of 
the aah who are contending earnestly 
for the faith. The exertions made the 
year past, by the Massachusetts Society 
for promoting Christian Knowledge, to 
strengthen the things which remain, and 
which were ready to die, in the counties 
ef Rockingham and Strafford, by their 
missionaries, and the dispersion of relig- 
tous books and tracts, have been crowned 
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with pleasing success, and encourage 3 
hope of the speedy resettlement of the 
Gospel, in several towns, which have long 
been destitute. The attention to the in- 
struction of youth and children, and the 
efforts for the suppression of open viola- 
uiousof the Sabbath, and other public vices, 
afford the animating hope, that their la- 
bors, through the divine blessing, will be 
followed with salutary effects. 

From the General Convention of Ver- 
mont no information has been received of 
any extraordinary reformation of re- 
cent date, except in the towns of Pawlet 
and Bridport. While we lament that 2 
great portion of that state is destitute of 
the stated administration of the bread of 
life, and that vice and error so extensively 
prevail, we see also some tokens for 
good, particularly in the formation of Bible 
and Moral Societies, and much to induce 
Christians to intreat the Lord of the har- 
vest, to send forth laborers into this part 
of his vineyard. 

From a general view of the state of re- 
ligion throughout the werk, it appears, 
that the cause of Zion is advancing; and 
notwithstanding the eppesition from the 
powers of darkness, the chureh is gradu- 
ally rising from her depression and laying 
aside her sackcloth. The period foretold 
when “many should run*te and fro and 
knowledge be inereased,” is come. In 
view of the animating prospects before 
us, We anticipate the time as not far cs- 
tant, when it shall be said to Zion. **Arise, 
shine; for thy light is come, and the glory 
of the Lord is risen upon thee.” 

By order of the Committee, 
Vames Murnock, Chairman. 
John Keep, Scride. 


Voted, That the Rev. Jedidiah Morse, 
}. D. and Jeremiah Evarts; Esq. be a 
Committee to publishin the Panoplist, at 
their discretion, the minutes of this asso- 
ciation. 

A statement having been made to this 
association, from good authority, of the 
energetic measures, lately pursued by the 
peace officers and tythingmen in Belcher- 
town, to prevent the profanation of the 
Lord’s day, 

Voted Unanimously, That this associa- 
tion are deeply and gratefully affected by 
this information, and hold in respect and 
honor the officers aforesaid; and that they 
anticipate the best results from these no- 
ble efforts to maintain the aw hority of the 
laws, and the sanctity of the Sabbath. 

Voted, That the Seeretary be requested 
to transmit a copy of this vote tothe se- 
lectmen of Belchertown, to be commnu- 
nicated by them to the officers aforesaid. 

Voted Unanimousiu, That this associa- 
tion hear with great satisfact:on, that zeal - 
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ous efforts are making in different districts 
of the commonwealth, and particulariy 
in the towns lying on the reads between 
Boston and Hanover, in N. H. for the 
suppression of the multiplied violations of 
the Sabbath, which have been witnessed 
with so maeh grief by the friends of piety 
and order. 

Voted, That the Rev. Mr. Codman be 
requesied to express the thanks of the 
As@ciation to his Society, for the very 
kind and respectful treatment they have 
received during their present session; and 
their satisfaction that ther conformed to 
the wishes of the association in not order- 
ing upon the table at the public dinner any 
spirituous bquors. 

Fotec, That the next annual meeting 

of the association be holden in Rovalston, 
at the house of the Rev. Joseph Lee, on 
the last Toesday in June, 1815, 5 o'clock 
P. M. and that the Union Association be 
requested to appomt the preacher. 

Adjourned ull to-morrow morning 6 
oO elock. 

Friday morning, June SO. Met accord- 
ingto adjournment. Prayer by the Mod- 
erator. The minutes were read and cor 
reeted. 

Veted, That the publishing Committee 
cause to be printed 150 copies of Mmates 
of this Association, and that they forward 
such numbers to the bodies in this con- 
ne tien, as they shall deem proper. 

After uniting in singing an hymn, and 
in prayer with the Rev. Mr. Juhnson, the 

eeting was dissolved. 
~ Jepiptaa Morss, Moderator. 
Johan Keep, Scride. 


Tart following Doeument, copied from the 
Original M.S. by the Rev. Professor 
Jrexxks, who new has itin his possession, 
was lately put mto his hands, by Madar. 
H. Crocker, of Boston, grand-daught- 
er of Rev. Dr. Corroxs Marurr, and 
is now published, so far as is known, for 
the frat time. The Christian public 
are lefi to make their own comments 
on this imvaluable reic of our vener- 


able and pious forefathers. 


“ Beaton, \d. 4m. 1704. 
To serve the great intentions of 
retigton, which is lamentably 
decaying in the country; it is 
proposed, 

1. That the Pastors of the 
churches, do personally dis- 
course with the young people in 
their flocks, and with all pessi- 


ble prudence and goodness en- 
deavor to win their consent to 
the covenant of grace, in all the 
glorious articles of it. 

2. That unto this purpose the 
pastors do take up that laborious, 
but engaging practice of making 
their personal visits unto al! 
the families, that belong unto 
their congregations. 

S$. That the Pastors in this 
way of procecding, bring on 
their people, as far as they can, 
publicly and solemnly to recog- 
nize the covenant of God, an 
come into such adegree of the 
church-state, as they shall be 
made willing to take their sta- 
tion in; but not to leave off, ull 
they shall be qualified for,and per- 
suaded to, communion with the 
church in all special ordinances. 

4. That for such as have sub- 
mitted to the government of 
Christ in any of His churches, 
no Pastors of any other church- 
es, any way go to shelter them 
under their wing, from the cis- 
cipline of these from whom they 
have not been fairly reccom- 
mended. 

§. That they who hare not ac- 
tually recognized their subjec- 
tion to the discipline of Christ 
in his church, yet should, either 
upon their obstinate refusal of 
such a subjection, or their falling 
into other scandals. be faithfully 
treated with proper admoni- 
tions: About the method and 
manner of managing which ad- 
monitions, the Pastors with their 
several churches, will be left 
unto the exercise of their own 
discretion. 

6. It is desired, end intended, 
if the Lord please, that at the 
General Convention of the Min- 
isters, there may be given in by 
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each of the Pastors present, an 
account of their progress and 
success in that holy undertak- 
ing, which has been proposed: 
That so the Lord may have the 
glory of his grace, and the con- 
dition of religion in the country 
may be the better known and 
served among us. 

7. As asubserviency to these 
good and great intentions. it is 
proposed; That the Associations 
of the Ministers in the several 
parts of the country may be 
strengthened, and that the sever- 
al Associations may by letters 
hold more free communications 
with one another. 

Voted and unanimously con- 
sented unto. 

Present, | 

Samuel Willard, Moderator. 

Ebenezer Pemberton, 

Benjamin Colman, 

John Hancock, 

Thomas Blowe,—? 

Cotton Mather, 

Grindal Rawson, 

Nehemiah Walter, 

Thomas Barnard, 

James Allen, 

Samuel Torrey, 

Moses Fiske, 

Joseph Green, 

John Fox, 

Rowland Cotton, 

Jonathan Pierpont, 

Jonathan Sparhawk, 

Joseph Belcher, 

John Clark, 

Benjamin Wadsworth, 

Joseph Gerrish, 

Peter Thatcher, 

James Sherman, 

Jonathan Russel, 

Thomas Bridge, 

John Danforth. 


‘Quest. What further steps 
ave to be taken, that Counciis 
VoL. X, 


? 


may have their due constitniion 
and efficacy, in supporting, 
preserving, and weli-ordering, 
the interest cf the churches in 
the cofntry?” 

it was proposed, 

1. That the ministers of the 
country form themselves into 
Associations, that may meet at 
proper times to consider such 
things, aS may properly lay be- 
fore them, relating to their own 
faithfulness toward eacn other, 
and the common interests of 
the churches:—And that each 
of these Associations have a 
Moderator tor a certain time, 
who shall. continué till another 
be chosen, who may call them 
together upon emerg ncies. 

' In these Assoctations, 

It is expected, that questions, 
and cases, of importance, either 
provided by themseives, or by 
others presented unto them, 
should be upon due deliberation 
answered. 

That advice be taken by the 
Associated Pastors, irom time to 
time, ere they proceed to any 
actions in their = particular 
churches, which may be likely 
to produce any embroilments. 

That the Associated Pastors 
do carefully, and lovingly treat 
each other with that watchful- 
ness, which may be of universal 
advantage. Aud thatifany Min- 
ister be accused to the Associa- 
tion, whereto he belongs, of 
scandal or heresy, the matter 
Shall be thus examined; and if 
the Associated Ministers find 
just oceasion for it, they shail 
direct the calling of the council, 
by whom such an offender is to 
be procecded ag. inst. 

‘That the Caudidates of the 
Ministry, undergo a due trial, 
by some one or other of the As- 
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sociations, concerning their qual- 
ifications for the evangelical min- 
istry: And that no particular 
Pastor, or congregation, employ 
any One in occasiona! preaching, 
who has not been recommended 
by a testimonial under the hands 
of some Association. 

That they should together be 
consulted by bereaved Churches 
to recommend to them such 
persons, as may be fit to be em- 
sloyed among them for present 
supply, from whom they may in 
due time proceed to choose a 
Pastor. 

That hereunto may be refer- 
red the direction of proceedings 
in any of their particular 
churches, »about the convening 
of the councils, that shall be 
thought necessary for the welfare 
of the churches. 

That the several Associations 
inthe country maintain a due 
correspondence with one anoth- 
cr; that so the state of religion 
may be better known, and served 
in all the churches:—And _ par- 
ticularly it is thought necessary 
to the well being of these 
churches, that all the Associa- 
tions in the country meet togeth- 
cr, by their respective delegates 
once in a year, to concert mat- 
ters of common concern to all 
the churches. 

And, finally, that ministers, 
disposed thus to associate, en- 
deavor in the most efficacious 
manner they can, to prevail with 
such ministers, as unreasonably 
neglect such meetings with their 
brethren in proper Associations; 
that they would not expose them- 
selves to the inconveniencies, 
that such neglects cannot but be 
attended withal. 


IT. It is proposed, 

That these Associated Pastors, 
with a proper number of dele- 
gates from their several church- 
es, be formed into a standing or 
stated council; which shall con- 
sult, advise, and determine all 
affairs, that shall be proper mate 
ter for consideration of an Ec- 
clesiastical Council, within their 
respective limits. Except al- 
ways when the cases are such, 
as the Associated Pastors may 


judge more convenient, to fall 


under the cognizance of some 
other council. 

Ill. That to this end these 
Associated Pastors, with their re- 
spective churches, shal] consoci- 
ate and combine, according to 
what has been by the synods of 
these churches recommended; 
that they act as consociated 
churches, in all holy watchful- 
ness, and helpfulness towards 
each other: And that each church 
choose and depute one or more, 
to attend their Pastors, as mem- 
bers of the council, in their 
stated sessions, or occasionally, 
as emergencics shail call for. 

IV. That these messengers 
from the several consociated 
churches, shail be chosen once 
a year, at the least. 

V. It is propounded, as that 
which from our beginnings has 
been recommended, that the 
churches thus consociated for 
these purposes, have a stated 
time to meet in their council; 
and once ina year seems litile 
enough, that they may enquira 
into the condition of the church- 
es, and advise such things as 
may be for the common advan- 
tage of our holy religion. But 
the more particular time is Lesé 
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left to the determination of each 
respective Association. 

VI, That the Association shall 
direet when there is occasion for 
this council to convene on any 
emergency; and shall direct 
whether the whole, or only a cer- 
tain number of, these consociated 
pastors and churches shall con- 
vene on such occasions. 

VII. It appears agreeable to 
the present condition of our 
churches, and from our begin- 
ings acknowledged; that no acts 
in the councils are to be recciv- 
ed as concluded, and decisive; 
for which there has not been the 
concurrence of the major part 
of the Pastors therein concerned. 

Vill. The determinations of 
the councils, thus provided for 
the necessities of the churches, 
are to be looked on as _ final 
and decisive; except aggriev- 
ed churches or persons have 
weighty reasons to the contrary: 
in which cases there should be 
provision for a farther hearing. 

And it seems proper, that the 
council convened on this occas 
sion should consist of such Pas- 
tors and churches, as may be 
more for number than the form- 
er: And that they should be such 
as shall be direeted to, and con- 
vened for this purpose, by the 
ministers of any Association 
near to that, whereto these of the 
former councii belonged: Unto 
which the aggrieved should ac- 
cordingly apply themselves; and 
in this way expect a final issue. 

IX. Jf a particular church 


will not be reclaimed by council 


irom such gross disorders, as 
plainty hurt the common inter. 
ests of Christianity, and are not 
mere tolerable differences in 
epinion, but are plain sins 


against the command, and king- 
dom of our Lord Jesus Christ; the 
council is to declare that church 
no longer fit for communion 
with the churches of the faithful; 
and the churches represented 
in the council are to approve, 
confirm, and ratify the sentence, 
and withdraw from the commu- 
pion of the church, that would 
not be healed:—Nevertheless, if 
any members of the disorderly 
church do not justify their dis- 
orders, but suitably testify 
against them; these are still to 
be received to the wonted com- 
munion of the churches:—And 
if after all due waiting the 
church be not recovered; they 
may (upon fit advice) be actually 
taken in as members of some 
other church in the vicinity. 

These proposals are assented to 
by the delegates of the Associ- 
ations met according to former 
agreement, at Boston, Sept. 13, 
1705, to be commended unto 
the several Associations’ and 
Ministers, in the several parts 
of the country, to be duly con- 
sidered, that so what shall be 
judged for the service of our 
great Lord, and of his Holy 
Churches, may be further pro- 
ceeded in, 


Samuel Willard, Afod. 
Cotton Mather, . Boston. 
Ebenezer Pemberton, 
Samuel Torry, 
John Danforth, 
Samuel Cheever, 2 Ss 
mapreds | ulem. 

Joseph Gerrish, § 
Grindal Rawson, Sterdurne. 
Samuel Danforth for Bristol .7s- 

SOcCialion, 


Weymout A. 


Farther approved and confirm. 
ed, anc a resolution to pursug, 
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with the Divine assistance, in 
all suitable methods, the inten- 
tion of the said proposals:—By a 
General Convention of the Mia- 
isters at Boston; 30d. 3m. 1706. 
Attested by 
SamuzL Witiarp, Mod.” 


Tux following Document, from the pen 
of a distinguished Divine of New Eng- 
land and one of the Cominittee, who 
prepared the preceding Kesoiutions, 
was written about the vear 1700, and ts 

ublished in tbis connexion, as indicat- 
Ing the state of religion and diseipiine 
in the New England churches, at that 
period, with more correctness amd pire- 
cision, than any thing that has fallen 
under our notice. ‘The churches be- 
ing in the situation here represented, 
the movements which followed, fram 
1704 to 1706, as exh.bited in the pre- 
ceding document, were natural and to 
be expected from good men, who weve 
disposew and determined, at ali hazards, 
to do their duty. Like causes will 
always produce like effects. 


“ More particular frognostica- 


tions ufion the future stute of 


New EnGuanp. 

But, Oh my dear New Eng- 
land, give one olf thy friends 
Jeave to utter the fears of thy 


best friends concerning thee; 


and consider what fearful cause 
there may be for thee to expect 
sad things to come? If every wise 
man be a prophet, there are yet 
some in thee that can prophesy. 
Predictions may be formed out 
of these 

Reasonable Expectations, 

f. Where schools ate not vig- 
orously and honorably encour- 
aged, whole Colonies will sink 
apace into a degenerate and 
contemptible condition, and at 
lust become horribly daréarous. 
And the first instance of their 
faréerity will be, that they will 
ve undone for want of men, but 


will not sce and own what it was 
that undid them. 

1k. Where faithful ministers 
are cheated and grieved by the 
sacrilege of people that rebel 
against the express word of 

Christ, Let Aim that is taught in 
the Word, communicate unto him 
that teacheth in all good things; 
the righteous judgments of Gop 
will impoverish that people; the 
Gospel will be made lamentably 
uusuccessfu] unto the souls of 
such a people; the ministers 
will be either fetched away to, 
Heaven, or have their ministry 
made woetully insipid by their 
incumbrances on earth. 


lil. Where the ministers of 


churches in a vicinity despise 
ov neglect formed Associations 
for mutual assistance in their 
eval gelical services; Mo to him. 
thai is alone. "Vis a sign that 
cither some of the Paséurs want 
love to one another; or that oth- 
crs may be Cvolscious to some 
Juult which may dispose them 


to avoid Inspection; but fatal to 


the churches will be the tenden- 
cy of either, 

IV Where churches have 
some hundreds of souls under 
their discifidine, but the single 
pas ors are not strengthened 
with conststories of Eiders, or an 
agreeable number of wise and 
good and grave men, chosen to 
join with the fastor as their 
feresident in that part of his work, 
which concerns the well-rudng 
of the flock, there discipline will 
by degrees be ytteriy lost; the 
grossest offenders will by degrees 
and through parties be scarce to 
be dealt withal, 

V. Where pastors do not 
quicken orderly firivate meetings 
of both elder and younger Chris- 
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iians for exercises of religion 
in their neighborhood, the power 
of religion will observably decay 
among those Christians: the seed 
sown in public, will not so 
much prosper for want of being 
watetedin pfrrivate. And when 
the fastor shall fall sick, there 
will not be so much as one com- 
pany of Christians in all his 
flock, that can come together to 
pray for his life. 

VI. Where churches profes- 
sing a great Aeformation shail 
cease to represent in their con- 
stitution unto the world the ho- 
liness of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and of bis heavenly kingdom, they 
will become loathsome to that 
holy Lerd; their glory is gone 
and their defence goes with it; 
the dreadful wrath of Heaven 
will astonish the world with the 
things it will do unto them. 

VIL. Where churches are loath 
to give unto councils regularly 
upon complaints enquiring into 
their administrations an account 
thereof, ‘tis much to be suspect- 


ed that they are chargeable with 


mai-administrations; and if the 
advice of regular councils come 
once to be trod under foot by 
any fiarticular churches, all seri- 
ous men will be afraid of join- 
ing to such unaccountable socte- 
fies. 

VIII. Where a mighty body 
of people ina country are set 
upon running down the ancient 
church state in that country, and 
are violent for the hedge about 
the communzon at the Lord’s ta- 
ile to be broken down; and for 
those who are not admitted unto 
the communion, to stand on equal 
terms in all votes with them 
‘hat are, the c/urches there, are 


not far from a tremendous con- 
vulsion, and they had need use a 
marvellous temper of resolution 
with circumspection to keep it 
off. 

1X. Where churches are bent 
on backsliding, and carried away 
with a strong spirit of apostasy, 
whatever minister shall set him- 
self to withstand their evzl dents, 
will pull upon himself an inex- 
pressible contempt and hatred, 
be his merits never so great; a 
thousand arts will be used for to 
make him /its/e; he had need be 
amanof great faith and great 
frrayer; but Gop will at length 
honor such a man with great 
recompenses. 

X%. Where a fountain shall be- 
come corrupt, there the streams 
will no longer make glad the 
city of Gan. 

XI. The Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ we have with much 
expense lately sent into several 
of our Southern plantations. lf 
i: be rejected, there are terrible 
things to come upon them; 
’twere better to have lived in 
Sodom than in one of these flan- 
tutions, 

XII. Gop prepare our dear 
brethren in Connecticut for cer- 
tain changes that are impending 
over them. 

Finally, there was a town call- 
ed Amycla, which was ruined 
by stlence. The rulers, because 
there had been some false alarins, 
forbade all people, under pain of 
death, to speak of any exemics 
approaching them. So when 
the enemies Came, indeed no one 
durst speak of it, and the tow: 
was lost. Corruptions will grow 
upon the land, and they will gain 
by seferice, Tt will be so invidious 


———— 
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to do it; no man will dare to speak 


of the corruptions, and the fate 
of Amycle will come upon the 
land. 
Reader, I called these things 
frrofhecy; but I wish I be not 
all this whilé writing Aistory. 
Now if any discerning persons 
apprehend any dangers to im- 
pend over New England from 


any of the symptoms mentioned, 


it is to be hoped they will em- 


- ploy their best thoughts hew to 


anticipate those dangers; and 
whereas tis the sense of ali men, 
who discern any thing, that it is 
in vain to hope for any good un- 
tila spirit of grace be poured 
out from Heaven to dispose men 
to it; 1 beg them to consider 
whether the only way to obtain 
that sfirit of grace, be not hum- 
biy to ask it by frayer with /fast- 
ing before the Gop of Heaven. 

It was therefore an article in 
an advice agreed upon by some 
of the principal ministers in this 
province, and with the mention 
of that advice (which doubtless 
all but the sleeping will foliow) 
Ili conclude: “Solemn days 
of prayer with fasting celebrated 
in our churches to implore the 
grace of Gon for the rising gen- 
eration, would probably be of 
blessed consequence tor she 
turning of our young people un- 
to the Gop ot our fathers. The 
more there is this way ascribed 
unto grace, the more the grace 
of Gon ts like to be communi- 
cated; and there js in this way a 
natural and plentiful tendency to 
awaken our unconverted youth 
unto a sense of their everlasting 
interests, which were it genera!- 
ly accomplished a remarkable 
reformation were thercin effect- 
ed.” 


Tax following Remarks close a ‘*Dis- 
guisition concernng Ecclesiasticai 
Councils,” by the venerable Dr. Ly- 
CREASE Maruxr, published 1716. 


“TI come now to that which was 
the main thing inducing me to 
this disquisition. I would not 
by what I have .written be mis- 
understood, as if I were disaf- 
fected to the consociation of 
churches, in order to the pres- 
ervation of the faith and order of 
the Gospel professed by them. 
{ know no man that has appear- 
ed in this cause more than I 
have done. For as to the con- 
sociation of churches, agreeing 
among themselves, that no new 
churches shall be owned by 
them, or pastor ordained or de- 
posed, or the like matters of 
common concernment' done 
without the approbation of neigh- 
boring pastors and churches, 


I have more than once declared 


publicly my judgment concern- 
lug it, as that which is not oniy 
lawful, but @hsolutely necessari 
for the establishment of these 
churches. The light of natural 
reason, as weil as Scripture, 
teaches churches in common 
with other societies, to associate 
and combine tor their common 
safety. This was _ practised 
among the churches, in the 
primitive times of Christianity; 
and it isso in most of the re- 
formed churches in Europe at 
this day. Some who are not 
Christians, have seen a necessi- 
ty of consociating, to uphold the 
false religion professed by pem. 
‘To say nothing of many moc 


ern instances, a late teatried*. 


writer informs us, thet some 
ages since there happenéd “ 
yreat contention among the 


* Vitringa de Synag. 
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Jewish synagogues then in 
France, carried on by three Rab- 
bins of note among them, who 
were on that account cast out of 
their synagogues, but others ad- 
mitting them; what had been 
done proved insignificant, until 
they came to a consociation, the 
issue wherevf was, that the be- 
ginners of the schism were made 
uncapable of giving them any 
further trouble. Now if the 
children of this world shall be 
so wise in their generation, as 
to concur and consent for the 
uphclding superstition; why 
should not the churches of 
Christ (havmg the countenance 
of his word in their doing of it) 
with one consent maintain the 
faith and order of the Gospel? 
Mr. Cotton would sometimes 
bewail the deficiency of the 
churches in New England in 
this particular; and he did with 
great solemnity recommend the 
consideration of it to Mr. Mitch- 
el (the famous pastor of the 
church in Cambridge) when he 
eave him the Right-hand of Fel- 
lowship at his ordination. And 
not long before he went to be 
among the spirits of just men 
made perfect, he drew up, “Pro- 
positions concerning the conso- 
ciation and communion of 
churches, tendered to the elders 
and brethren of the churches, 
for their consideration and ac- 
ceptance according to God.” 
Which propositions falling into 
my hands, I published them to 
the world above forty years ago. 
The want of a church govern- 
ment has been objected to us, 
whereas we have one gathered 
out of the Word of God, by those 
eminent servants of his, who 
planted churches in New Eng- 
land. Wehat else is our Plat- 


form of Church Discipline? Our 
only want is an agreement to 
practise what has been our pro- 
fession; which neglect will in 
time endanger the overturning 
our church government, and our. 
churches too, and it miay be in- 
troduce another church govern. 
ment not gathered out of the 
Word of God. In the Synod 
which met at Boston, in the year 
1662, although there was not an 
universal concurrence in the an- 
swerto the first question con- 
cerning the subjects of baptism; 
in answer to the second ques- 
tion about the consociation of 
churches, there was a marvel- 
lous unanimity; not one elder, 
nor so much as two brethren in 
all that reverend Assembly dis- 
senting, which I am the better 
able to testify, in that I was of 
that Synod; which very few 
men now living were. Not one 
other that I know of. Such an 
unanimity, seems to be of God, 
and the consideration of it should 
be of weight with the churches. 
The pastors in this Province, did 
ata general convention of them 
at Boston, May 30, 1700, pass 
the fol!owing vote; To prevent 
the great mischief to the evan- 
gelical interests that may arisc 
from the unadvised proceedings 
of people to yather churches in 
the neighborisood, it is provided, 
that the result of the Synod, in 
1662, relating to the Consocia- 
tion of churches may be repub- 
lished, with an address to the 
churches, intimating our desires 
(and so far as we are concerned 
our purposes) to see that advice 
carefully attended, and the ir- 
regular proceedings of any peo- 
ple hereafter, contrary to that 
advice, not encouraged. This 
was the vote which passed at the 
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mentioned convention. When 
also he that writes these lines, 
was desired to address the 
churches accordingly. What 
has hitherto retarded, I need not 
mention. I am now taking my 
leave of the world, and of these 
churches; having been in a 
public capacity, serving Christ 
and them (after a poor weak 
manner) for more than five above 
a jubilee of Years. I have been 
often thinking with myself, what 
I should leave with the Lord’s 

eople in this land as my last 
seen J have considered, that 
the churches have now greater 
cause than formerly to be con- 
cerned by ecclesiastical and 
scriptural methods to preserve 
the faith and order of the Gospel, 
which has been delivered to 
them. A_ due attendance to 
what is from the Scripture de- 
clared in the Synod mentioned, 
with respect to the communion 
and consociation of churches, 
will, by the blessing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, be a good means 
to prevent degeneracy, and to 
establish them in that holy faith 
and order of the Gospel, which 
has been professed and practised 
among them; and by which the 
religious people in New Eng- 
land have been distinguished 
from other people. J have there- 
fore caused those Synod con- 
clusions, to be republished here- 
with, and recommend the con- 
sideration of them, and an agree- 
ment to practise according to 
what is there determined, with 
a steadfast adherence to the 
Platform of Discipline, as my 
dying farewell to the churches in 
New England. So will New 
England remain New England,” 


The “Synod’s propositions 
concerning the Consociation of 
churches,” here referred to, are 
contained in a late edition of the 
Cambridge Platform, sold by 
Mr. Armstrong, and other book- 
sellers in Boston. 


MASSACHUSETTS MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


(Report of the Trustees concluded 
from p. 285.) 


AT the annual and semiannual meetings 
of the Board for the year now closing, 
the following missionary Appointments 
were made: viz. The Rev. Amos Petten- 
gill, for six months, on the northern and 
western frontiers of our country; the 
Rev. Jotham Sewall, for the whole year, 
in the counties of Somerset and Kennet 
beck, Maine; the Rev. John Sawyer, for 
four months, in Garland and the vicin- 
ity, county of Haneock; the Rev. Silas 

’arren, tor three months, in Jackson and 
the vicinity; Mr. Joshua Dean, first for 
six months, and afterwards for twelve 
weeks; Mr. Philip Colbey, first for three 
months, and afterwards for eight weeks; 
Mr. Robert Crowell, for three months; 
and Mr. Benjamin C. Meigs, for sixteen 
weeks: these last four to occupy such sta- 
tiens or fields of labor, in the District of 
Maine, as our Committee of the Maine 
Missionary Seciety should judge most ad- 
visable. All these, excepting Messrs. 
Pettengill and Meigs, who were prevent- 
ed by particular circumstances, accepted 
their appointments, and have executed 
their missions to the satisfaction of the 
Board. 

Mr. Colbey’s labors were chiefly at 
Waterville, Farmington, Vassalborough, 
Fairfax, and Readfield in the county of 
Kennebeck; Paris, in the county of Ox- 
ford; and Norridgwalk and Fairfield, in 
the county ofSomerset. Besides preach- 
ing on the Sabbath, he preached on other 
days as often as he had opportunity; but 
as in some of the places he found it incon- 
venieut for the people to attend public 
meetings on secular days, he spent much 
of his time in visiting from house to house, 
which he thought he found to be as use- 
ful as more frequent preaching. “Indeed,” 
he says, “‘being most of the time station- 
ary, located in particular places, my du- 
ties were more like those of a pastor of a 
parish, than of a travelling missionary.” 


“In all the places where I have preach-_ 
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ed,” he adds, “I have found people not on- 
ly wiiling, but solicitous to hear the: Gos- 
pel. In many pet, meetings have been 
crowded, solemn, andaffecting.” “Very 
many expressed gratitude to the Mission- 
ary Society tov them gooduess to them in 
sending missionaries amoagst them.” Ia 
his journal under date of Lordsday, Nov. 
28, he says, “After meeting (at Vassal- 
borougii) rede te the upper part of Au- 
gusta, and preached an evening lecture. 
Here the Lord appears to be speciaily 
present. For several weeks past, tie 
people have been very. attentive to seii- 
ous things, and it is theught that about 
twenty in this little .weighborhood have 
been brought to the Knowledge of the 
truth. The house was erowded, and ev- 
ery one seemed listening as for eternity.” 
Of the congregational society in Par, 
composed of about thirty taznilies, he 
says, **l was very much interested for 
this society. Surrounded with Seetarians, 
Baptists, Uuiversalists, and others, the 
society seemed like a good man struggling 
with adversity. ‘Their candor, sincerity, 
and attentive solemnity pleased me much. 
There appeared to be many inquiring 
souls amongthem. ‘hey are worthy the 
attention ef Missionary Soeieties, and de- 
mand the prayers of the triends of Zion.” 
Of Norridgewock he says, “While in this 
town I coaversed with some young per- 
sons under deep econvietions; and, from 
whatlI could discover, have strong hopes, 
that the Lord is about to pour eut his 
Spirit here, and revive kis work, which 
seems to have beea pretty much suspend- 
ed as toa general reformation for xhout 
eighteen years. Christiaas seem much 
engaged in prayer and sinuers appear sol- 
emu and atteutive.” la some other places 
he noticed some encouraging appearances. 
Excepting the National Fast and one 
Sabbath, which he kept at Norrklgewock, 
Mr. Croweil’s labors were ciiefly at Wa- 
terville and Waynbe, in the county of 
Kennebeck. At Waterville he noticed 
some favorable appearances; and in his 
journal under date of Monday, Oct. 4, 
he says, *It was signified to me, through 
the agent for precuring preaching, that 
the people here wished jor preaching, aud 
would hire for several Sabbaths if I would 
return. I eannot but hope that the day 
is not far distast, when the people of this 
flourishing jiittle village will no longer be 
straigers to Ged and his ordinances, es- 
pecialiy to his preached Gospel.” For 
particular reasons, and especially on ac- 
count of an urgent request to returnto a 
parish where he hal been. preaching, as a 
padidate, Mr. Crowell spent but eight 
feeks in the missionary work; bui his 
Ame appears to have been diligendy aad 
prithfally employed. 
Vou X. 
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Mr. Dean was stationed at Hampden 
on the Penobscot. *Although,”’ he says, 
“I have preached regularly in that town, 
I have also preached frequently iv other 
Places, particularly in Frankfort, and 
in Plantation No. 2. Besides preachiug 
158 sermons, I have attended, as oppor- 
tuiity presented, to such other duties as 
are cummon to missionaries. The peo- 
ple, among whom I have labored, appear- 
ed solemn and attentive, and unitorialy 
manifested a strong disposition to hear 
the presehing of the word; and, though I 
have not the pleasure to state auy s)ecial 
success, that attended my jabor-, I trast 
my efforts have not been without effect. 
The people fecl gratefal that they have 
been pr+vided with preaching, aud wish to 
return the Missionary Society ther ac- 
knowledgments for the favor. conferred 
oathem.” Desirous of eajoying the sta- 
ted ordinanecs of the Gospel, the people 
of the congregational order in Hampdeu 
and Piantation No. 2. have expressed a 
desire to have Mr. Dean regularly or- 
dained over them as his united charge; 
and for this purpose, they have made sub- 
scriptions te a considerable anuual a nount. 
But not finding themselves abie at present 
to provide a full support for a settied min- 
ister, they have made application to the 
Board for assistance frei the funds of 
this Society. 

[n aid of the support of the Rev. Mr 
Willams of Brewer, Maine, who was 
settled under the patronage of this Socic- 
ty, and with expeciation of continued as- 
sistance from it fur some time, the Board 
have appropriated for Uie ewrrent year 
one Aundred dollars; and from informa- 
tien received they have the’satisfaction to 
believe, that the money, appropriated te 
this object, is very usefully applied. 

Fiity doilars were also appropriated for 
the purpose of supporting in part Mr. Eze- 
kiel Rich, in missionary service in the 
state of Rhode Island. 

‘The plan of mere stationary missions, 
and especially .of assisting parishes and 
societies, desirous of a permanent minis- 
trauion of the Gospel, but pot yet quite 
able to support it, appears to meet with 
very general favor, and to premise great 
and lasting benefit to many. Besides the 
application from Brewer, whieh has been 
complied with, and that from Hampden 
wheh is under particular eonsigeretion, 
the wishes of some other societies in owr 
Eastern Distiict, for similar aid, have 
been communicated to the Board, and 
will deserve attention. Calls, indeed, ox 


this kind seem likely to multiply faster 

than eur funds, unless some special exer- 

tion be mate to angment them, will ad- 

mit of their being satisiactorily answered; 

aad it is still the opinion of the Board, 
4% 
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that our owh Distrie€ of Maine, deplora- 
bly destitute as it is, rapidly inereasing in 
population, and constantly exposed to the 
yernicions blasts of various winds of dee- 
trine, has the first claim apon this Socie- 
ty’s eare and assisiamec. Highly gratify- 
ing, however, would it be to the Board, 
and doubiless to the whole Society, did our 
means enable us to extend our eharitable 
ak! to ether not less destitute, and widely 
extended, regions of our country. The 
harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers 
are few, and the means yet supplied for 
supporting them eomparat.vely smail. 
What has already been done in this good 
work is little, in comparison with what re- 
mainsto be done. Exertions for promot- 
ing this work must not be remitted, but 
must be inereased; or many thousands of 
the present generation, within the limits 
of these States, will die without instruc- 
tion; other generations will grow up in 
fatal ignorance of God; and multitudes 
after multitudes will perish through the 
negligence of those, who might minister 
to their salvation, and whose respons. bility, 
in this regard, to the great Jucge of all, 
is awfully solemn, May this be decply 
felt by every member of this Society; 
may every member be in ezrnest to cause 
it to be deeply felt by all around him; 
may He with whom is the preparation of 
the heart in man, and whose are the silver 
and the gold, give the willing heart and 
the full and ready hand; and soon, 
throughout our own land, and in all lands, 
may the wildernesg and the solitary 
place be ciad, and the desert rejoice and 
blossom as the rose. 
Boston, May 24, 1814. 
. 


Arrtrr the foregoing repert had been 
read, the Society preceeded to transaet 
the annual business. The following gen- 
tlemen were chosen offic ers of the Society 
for the ensuing year; Viz. 


‘heRey. Daxrex Horxtys, D. D. Pres. 


. Rev. Samurn Worcester, D. D. Sec. 


JrrEMIAN Evyanrrs, Esq. 7'reae. 


The Prestnenr, ex officio. 
Rev. Samvez Seninc, D.D. 
Rev. Samvet Austin, D. D. 


-Rev. Ectssn Panisa, D. D. 


Rev. JonNatuan STRONG, 

The Srcuerrany, 

Rev. ESvann }). Grirris, D. D. 
Dea. Isasc Warnen, 

Henry Grar, Esq. 

Tie Treasurer, and 

M.. Joun Jenks, Trusiecs. 


In the evening of the 24th, the annva! 
sermon was proached at the Old South 
C.aureh, by the Rey. Otis Tuomeson, of 


Rehoboth, from Acts viii, 30, 31. Under- 
standest thou what thou readest? And 
he said, How can J, except some man 
should guide me? The discourse was sen- 
sible, pertivent, and ful! of instruction. It 
has recently been published. 

The eommittee annually appointed to 
audit the Treasurer’s accounts reported, 
that they found the accounts rightly east 
and well vouched, and that the balance in 
the Treasury was Four Thousand One 
Hundred and Fifty Eight Dollars and for- 
ty-two eents, in notes, stoek, and cash. 

The Seeretary and other members at- 
dressed the Society on the imporfanee of 
making vigorous efforts to extend the 
sphere of the Society’s influence. 

Atter the business had been completed, 
the Society united in a song of praise ta 
God, and the exereises were closed with 
prayer by the President. 


PECUNIARY ACCOUNTS. 
The following is a summary statement 
of the reevipts and expenditures of the So- 
cicty from May 25, 1813, to May 24, 1814 








Receipts. 

Annual payments of mem- 
bers, $350 00 

Collections in churches and 
congregations, 466 15 

Collection after the annual 
sermon, May 25, 1815, 136 68 

From contributors to the 

Cent Institution, of which Mrs. 

Simpkins has long been the 
Treasurer, 628 72 

From other associated fe- 
mules, 191 48 
Other donations, 61 26 
Avails of Old Magazines, 50 70 
For a Bible Xe. sold, 1 00. 

Interest of money and income 
of stuck during the year, 147 72 
2,053 10 

Balance on hand at the begin- 
nivg of the year 4,580 59 
$6,413 69 

Expenditures. 

To missionaries for their ser- 

vices, $1,769 50 


For the purchase of books for 
distribution amoung the poor and 
destitute, 335 35 

Contingent expenses, includ- 
ing ali charges not under one of 
the preceding heads, eee FC 


B2,255 a7 





Balance earricd to the credit 
of new accouct, 4,158 42 





B6,413 69 
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Donations, &9c. received between June 
26, 1813, and June 25, 1814. This ac- 
count is given for the sake of comprising 
the late donations, which cannot beinclud- 
ed in the annual accounts, as they are 
principally received at the annual meet- 


Ing. 


July 17, 1813. Received of Mrs. Simp- 
kins, Treasurer of the Cent Institution, 
from various Cent Societies, as published 
in the Panopiist for July 1812, $228 72 

30. From the Rev. Joseph 
Barker’s Society in Middlebor- 
eugh, 18 57 

Aug. 23. From a lady, by the 
Rev. Jonathan Homer of New- 
toa, 3 00 
_ Sept. 20. From Mr. Samuel 

Hills, as the avails of Mass. 
Miss. Magazine, 270 

Nov. 5. From ladies in 
Townsend, by the Rev. David 
Palmer, 8 85 

From Mrs. Martha Pulling, 
of Abington, cent contributions, 


by Mr. John Jenks, 9 35 
Jan. 7, 1814. For a Bible 

and two catechisms sold, 1 00 
29. From a widow in Becket, 

by George Conant, Esq. 3 00 


Feb. 24. From Mrs. Simp- 

kins, money reeeived by her 

trom Cent Soeieties previous ta 

July last, A00 00 
28. From the Gloucester Fe- 

male Society for promoting 

Christian Knowledze, by Mrs, 


Nancy Otoien, 20 090 
April12. From William R. 
Gray, Esq. 5 09 


May 19. From Mr. Heary 
Cushing, avails of Mass. Miss. 
Magazine, 48 U0 
23. Interest of money and 
income of stock during the year 


past, 147 72 
24. From a female friend by 

the Rev. David Jewett, S 00 
From Mr. Thomas Wales, in 

addition to his annual payment, 13 00 
From, an unkpvown person, 

by Dea. Nathan Chapin, 1 09 
A eent contribution from 

Bridgewater, 1 00 
From Gen. John Crosby, by 

Mr. Joshua Dean, 10 00 
A ceat contribution, by Mrs. 

Ruth Jenkins, »56 

_ From Mrs. Margaret Dick- 

inson, Hol!li.ton, 2 00 


From the Rey. Dr. Spring’s 
Society in Newbaryport, (be- 
ide a gold ring, ) S61 77 





Carried forward $61 77 $926 47 


Brought forward $51 77 B26 ay 
From aCent Society in 
Newburyport, by Mrs. 


Emerson, . 17 87 
Do. Do. by Mrs. 
Thompson, 7 5 


From Mr. Pearly 
Tenney,’ of Newbury- 
port, in addition to his an- 
nual payment, 18 00-104 $9 

From the Rev. Dr. 

Worcester’s Sogiety in 
Salem, 61 00 

From females in the 
same Sogicty, associated 
under the name of the 
Tabernacle Female Char- 
itable Society, 80 06 

From cent contribetors 
in the same Society, 10 00——151 09 

From the Rey. Dr. 

Emmons’s Society in 
Franklin, 73 O% 

From cent contribu- 
tors by Mrs. Emmons, 13 06 

From a young lady in 
Franklin, 2 00 

Interest of alegacy left 
by a young lady in 





Franklia, 6 00 94 OL 
From aCent Socicty in Hoi- 

liston, by the Rev. N. Howe, 13 84 
From a Cent Society in Bil- 

lerica, 28 Cv 


From the Rev. Dr. Uop- 

kins’s and the Rev. Mr. Emer- 

son’s Society in Sates, 62 75 
From females in the 

same Society, ‘$8 11——-100 &6 
From the Rev. Peter 

Sanborn’s Scecicty in 


teading, 39 27 
From a Cent Society, 
in the same place, 38 02 


From Mr. John Da- 
mon, in addition to his 
annual payment, by Rey. 

Mr. Sanborn, 20 00 

From Miss Martha 
Wakefield, by do. 

From the Rev. Mr. 
Litchficld’s Society in 
Carlisle, 13 95 

From a Cent Society ia 
the same place, 

From the Rev. Mr. 
Emerson’s Society in §. 
Reading, 24 6S 

From a Cent Socicty 
in the same place, to be 
remittted to Mr. Black- 
burn’s Indian school, if 
practicable, 24 72——49 40 

From a fricnd to mis- 


2 00——=-G9 24 


4 25--—i8 20 


Carried -forward -$1,689 56 
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Brought forward $1,586 56 
sions in the second parish 
of Weymouth by Mr. S. 


‘Torrey, 1 00 
From do. do. do, 1 25 
From do. do. do. »25————2 50 


From the Kev. Mr. 
Strong’s Society in Ran- 


doiph, 50 60 
Fro rom a Cent Society 

do. 10 00———60 60 
From the Rev. Dr. Austin’s 

Socicty in Worcester, 8H 52 
From the Rev. Dr. Parish’s 

Society in Byfieid, 41 62 
From the Rev. Mr. Thomp- 

son’s Sucicty in Rehobeth, 14 64 


From the Rev. Mr Thom- 

as’s Society in Abington, 25 13 
From a Cent Society,do. 19 00-—44 13 
From the Rev. Mr. 


Tueker’s Soeiety in Rowley 21 75 
From the Rey. Mr. Judson’ 3 

Society in Uxbridge, $8 13 
From the Rev. Mr. Howe’s 

Society in Hopkinton, 18 00 


From a Cent Society do. 4 68—~—22 638 
From the Rev. Mr. Barker’s 


Society in Middleborough, 40 12 
From the Rev. Mr. W aters’s 

Society in Ashby, 25 42 
From a Cent Society in Dan- 

vers, by Mrs. Waiker, 17 60 
— -— im Fitchburg, by 

the Rev. W. Bailey, § 25 
From three children, by do. 318 


From the Cent Sceiety in 
Wrentham, by the Rev. Mr. 


Fiske, 6 50 
—- — in Milford, by Dea. 

N. Chapin, 1 75 
— — in Medway, by the 

Rev. Luther Wright, 4 00 
From an unknown person, 

enclosed to Mr. Asaph Leland, 1 00 


From a friend, by the Rev. 

John Cleaveland, for the pur- 

chase of Bibles, 3 00 
Collection at the Old South 

Chureh, afier the annual ser- 

mon, 178 65 
2%. From the First Congre- 

gational Soeiety in Paris, Maine, 


by Mr. Phillip Colbev, ' 6 56 
June 7. From the Rev, R.S. 

Storrs’s Society in Braintree, 92 60 
16. From a friend by the 

Rev. Dr. Spring, 4 00 


1%. Frem the Rev. Free- 
rrace Reynolds’s Society in 
W ilmington, 10 62 


from a female friend of 
riissions by the Rev. Mr. 
Reynold’s, 2 00——12 62 


Carried forward §2.249 35 


Donaiiors to Support Missions and Translations. juny, 


Brought forward $2,249 35 
From a Cent Society in 


Northborough, by Mr. A. Riee, 8 36 


From 96 members the annu- 
al payment for one year, {192 
From 14 do, for 2 years, 56 
Ftom 1 do. for 3 years, 6 
From 1 do. for 5 years, 10 
From 1 do. for 7 years, 14 
From 1 do. for 8 years, 16 
From 1 do. for 9 years, 18 
From 1 do. for 11 years, 22—334 00 





$2,591 71 


DONATIONS TOR THE SUPPORT 
OF MISSIONS AND ‘TRANSLA- 
TIONS. 


Juty 2. 1814. From the following per 
sons in Danville, Ver. by the Rev. “John 
Fitch; viz. 

Amos Clement, s 

Joseph Hall, 

Ebenezer Cheney, 

Oliver Morse, 

Miss Rhoda Brainerd, 

Rey. John Fitch, 

Jacob Movrriil, 5—FHtz 00 

From Dea. Elijah Goddard of 
Athol, by the Rev. Josiah Esta- 


OF pt es Pt 


brook, 20 06 
3. From an unknown person 
by mail,* 50 00. 


6. From Mr. Jesse Haskel, of 
Rochester, toward the tratisla- 


tions, 3 06 
From a female friend to mis- 

sions in Rochester, 5 00 
. From an unknown persen by 

haitct 5 06 





Carried forward $95 00 





* A fifty dollar bill was enclosed in the 
following letter. “District of Maine. ‘The 
donor of the enclosed bill sometime since 
presented a smailer one tp the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions, with an implicit engagement, ‘that 
he would add thereto as the Lord should 
prosper him.” And this may be consider- 
ed as a grateful acknowledgement of his 
being thus prospered, as well as a token of 
his reliance on the |.romise, He that water- 
eth shall be watered also himself y 

+ A five dolar bil was enc'osed in the 
following letter: “County of Hampden, 
June 30, 1814. 

“Sir, 
I am a manin low circumstances, and eat 
my bread by the sweat of my brow. [I 
have named the name of Christ, and hope 
(though not without many doubts and. 
fears) that my sins are washed away by’ 
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Brought forward $95 60 
8. From a friend of missions 


by Mr. T. Dwight, jun. $200 
“From Mrs. Abigail Clark 
of Woodbridge, Con. 3 00 
From the Female Chari- 
table Society in Great Bar- 
rington, 28 35—35 35 


11. From the Female Cent 
Society tn Arkport, Steuben 
county, N. Y¥. for the transia- 
tions, . 

From Mr. Samuel T. Arm- 
strong, clear profits of Memoirs 
of Mrs. Newell, | 

12. From an unknown person 
by nail,* : | 

15. From the Rev. John Tarn- 
er, of Biddetord, Maine, and 
another subscriber to the Saco 
and Biddetord Foreign Mission 
society, 

19. From females in the first 
ay of Canterbury, (Con.) by 

ir. Thomas L. Paine, 

20. From Mr. Solomon Good- 
e\l, ot Jamaica, Ver. towards the 
distmbution of the Seriptures in 
luda, 


13 00 


200 00 
10 00 


6 00 


* 68 00 


160 00 





Carried forward $525 35 ~ 





the blood of Christ. I have for some time 
thought I felt for the poor destitute heath- 
en, andam a member of a branch of the 
foreign missionary society. But I have 
Jately read the Memoirs of Mrs. Harriet 
Newell with much pleasure, and I trust 
profit. I feel myself called upon to extend 


_ the helping hand to the miserable miilions, 


who know nothing of the blessed Jesus. 
‘Though this offering is small; yet I trust, 
that He who noticed the widow’s two 
mites and overlooks not a cup of cold wa- 
ter when given in his name, will grant his 
blessing wpon it, so that it shall accomplish 
that for which it is given. Please to usé 
the enclosed five dollars for the further- 
ance of the missionary cause, and accept 
assurances of a yearly offering, as the cir- 
cumstances of an unworthy subject of di- 
vine forbearance will admit. 
| A MECHANTC.” 

* A letter, in the hand writing of a fe- 
male, and with the Salem post-mark, con- 
tained the above donation. ‘The following 
'S an extract. 

‘*Dear Sir, 

{ thought I could not well spare my semi- 
andual donation for the support of Foreign 
Missions at present; and I had coneluded 
‘o withhold it accordingly. But the argu- 
ment of Christophilos, in the last number 
of the Panoplist, ocevsioned me to change 
my determination, and forward you the 
enclosed bill.” R 





Donation to the Middlesex Bible Society. 333 


Brought forward $525 35 

21. From the Kev. Heman — 

Humphrey of Fairfield, Con. 5 00. 
From Mrs. Sopbia Humphrey, 

wite of the Rev. H. H. 5 00. 

From the Sheffield Female 

Charitable Society, by Mrs. Mar- 





garet Bradiord, the Treasurer,t 36 65 
22. From a female, enclosed 
in a letter with the Jaffrey post- 
mark, 5 00 
27. From a society of Young 
Ladies in Wrentham, remitted 
by Miss Olivia Hawes, the Secre- 
tary, by the Rev. Elisha Fisk, 50 00 
$627 00 


DONATION TO THE MIDDLESEX BIBLE 
SOCIETY. 


Tue following letter, enclosing three dol- 
dollars and a quarter, was lately receiv- 
ed from some unknown person by the 
Rev Dr. Morse. The resolution of the 
writer is recommended. to the serious 
consideration of every reader of the 
Panoplist. Ep. 


“Sir, 
Herne is enclosed a smail sum, which I 
wish you to transmit to the Trustees of 
the Bible Society in the county of Middle- 
sex. 1] will explain to you the manner in 
which this sum was collected, and what 
induced me, in the first instance, to lay 
so smalla sum aside for charitable use. 
About a year sinec, | was reading Paley, 
where he treats of being charitable upon 
a plan. The thought struck me in this 
manner, that though I was poor, I was 
able occasionally to give a little something, 
and | theught this little in a Jump would 
do more good than the same sum divid- 
ed. I have every Sabbath for one year 
ast laid aside one sixteenth of a dollar. I 
had never concluded in what charitable 
manuer to bestow it, until l heard of the 
formation of this society; and thinking that 
this small sum, laid out in the manner 
contemplated by the society, might be 


+ The Secretary ‘of this Society in a let- 
ter accompanying the donation says: 
“With gratitude to the Board for having 
engared in the great work of evangelizing 
the heathen, and accepting and appropri- 
ating our mite to the object intended, this 
ycu’s collection is cheerfully committed to 
their disposai.” 

Many donations are accompanied by let- 
ters, which abound in affection toward the 
great object for which the donations are 
given, and in respect for the Board as the 
instrument of dispensing this charity 
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gratified. 
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the happy means of enlightening some one, 
who is ignorant, I freely give it. Should 
this purpose be answered I shall be highly 


A WELL WISHER TO MORAL AND 
RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS.” 
Rev. Dr. Morse. 
June, 1814. 


BOSTON FEMALE SOCIETY FOR MISSIONARY 
PURPOSES. 


Tarts Society has existed nearly fourteen 
roar It was instituted in Oct. 1800; and 
s believed to be the first of its kindin the 
United States. Its object is te aid Mis- 
sionury undertakings. Its members are, 
(principally professors,) of the Congrega- 
tional and Baptist denominations. Each 
member pays two dollars annually: and 
the subscriptions and donations of each 
are devoted to societies and objects patron- 
ized by her own denomination. The funds 
have been applied to the purchase of 
books, the support of domestic missions, 
the translation of the Scriptures, to For- 
eign Missions, and the purchase of Bibles 
for distribation; as the openings of Provi- 
dence have suggested the path of duty. 
The Society meets on the first Monday 
afternoon of every month; the two de- 
nominations uniting harmoniously to- 
gether. 

In March 1812, this Society in an ad- 
dress tothe female friends of Zion, (pub- 
lished in the Massachusetts Baptist Mis- 
sionary Magazine,) requested correspon- 
dence by letter from similar Socicties in 
our country; and also proposed to them 
to set apart the same time for special 
wag for the out-pouring of the Holy 

pirit, and a blessing on Missionary exer- 
tions. The result has been pleasing. They 
have received information from about 40 
Societies, which have cordially engeged to 
unite in concert with them. These are 
in the States of Vermont, New Hamp- 
shire, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Con- 
necticut, New York, Pennsylvania, and 
Ohio. 

May not a hope be indulged, that He, 
who inclines his children to pray, will re- 
turianswers of peace in his own tine. 
Should other Societies be disposed to 
unite im concert and correspondence with 
this; letters directed to Miss Mary Web) 
secretary Of the Society, to the eare of 
Messrs. Lincoln & Edmunds, No. 53, 
Cornhill, would undoubtediy be received 
with pleasure, and duly attended to. 


“BOSTON SOCIETY FOR THE RELIGIOUS AND 
MORAL IMPROVEMENT OF SEAMEN. 


Tat Committee of this Society lately 
mace their second annual report, lt an. 


pears that the Society has distributed 
tracts among the seamen of our public 
ships. The ‘following paragraphs are ex- 
tracted froin a sensible letter written by 
the chaplain of U.S. frigate Congress to 
the Committee. a Hi 

“if you could but prevent the commis- 
sion of some sins, your Society would be 
amply rewarded for its benevolent exer- 
tions. But I believe that you will be the 
means of doing more;—of saving many a 
wretch from smking beneath the seutence 
of everlasting misery. 

“| pray God to bless, as I am sure he 
will reward, your exertions for a class of 
men, who deserve the attention of the 
pious and benevolent.” 


EXCELLENT REGULATION. 


Tut Government of U. S. has issued a 
military order “directing the arrest and 
dismissal from service of any commission- 
ed officer, who shall send or accept any 
challenge to fight a duel, or who, know- 
ing that any other officer has sent or 
accepted, or is about to send or accept, a 
challenge to fight a duel, shall not imme- 
diately arrest and bring to trial the of. 
fender.” 


SOCILTY FOR PROPAGATING THE GOSPEL. 


Tats Society at its late annual meeting, 
chose the following oilicers for the cusu- 
ing year; viz. 
His Honor Wrti1am Paiyirs, os 
res. 
The Rev. Jonn Latunrop, D. D. 
V. Pres. 
The Rev. Antex Houimes, D.D. Sec. 
The Rev. Wixt1am E. Cnannine, 
Ase. Sec. 
Dea. Samurt H. Wattey, 7'reas. 
Mr. Jos1an Sauissury, V. Treas. 
Samuet Sarispuny, Esq. 
ALDEN Braproxp, Esq. 
The Rev. Jepivian Mersr, D. D. 
The Rey. Evipnaret Ponter, D. D. 
Mr. James Wuirr, 
Select Commuitice. 


ORDINATIONSB., 


Orparen, at Dedham, on the 24th of “’ 
March last, the Rev. ‘Tires Ssrene, to 
the office of deacon in the Episcopa! & 
Church, by the Rt. Rev. Bishop Gris- 
wold. Mr. Strong is to officiate at St. 
James’s Church in Greenfield, ere 

At Peru, (N. Y¥.) on the 29th of Dec. 
last. the Rev, O:r1tver PuxMmpron, to the 
pastoral eare of the chaveh in that place. 
Sermon by the Rev. James Tufts. 
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At Marlborough, ( Ver.) the Rev. Erxa- 
rnaim H, NewrTox. Sermon by the Rev. 
Sylvester Dana from 2 Thess. ii, 3, 4. 

At WVedham,on the °th of April,the Rev. 
Jonas Warts, over the church and socie- 
ty in the third parish of that town. Ser- 
mon by the Rev. Mr Ripley of Concord. 

At Volland, (Con,) On the 5th of May, 
the Rev, Aveustrus Bo.uestothe pastoral 
care of the Baptist church ip that place. 
Sermon by the Rev. Dr. Baldwin of 
Boston. 

At Woodbury, Con. on the 25th of May 
last, the Rev. je cea TReaT, a3 an evan- 
gelist, with a view of laboring as a mission- 
ary in the western parts of the United 
States. 

At Herkimer, (N. Y.) on the 16th of 
Mareh last, the Rev. Joan B. Wareret- 
sry, over the Presbyterian church in that 
place. .Sermon by the Rev, Dr. Backus, 
President of Hamilton College. = - 

At Lawsyille, (Penn.) on the 16th of 
March last, the Rey. Ortver Htxx, over 
the church and socicties in that tawn and 
New Milford. Sermon by the Rev. Eben- 
ezer Kingsbury from Ez. iii, 10, 11. 

At Shoreham, $607, on the 30th ult. 
the Rev. Danrer O. Monroy, over the 
Congregational chureh and socicty in that 
place. Sermon by the Rev. Dr. Davis. 


At Jerico, (Ver.) on the 6th inst. the 
Rev. Joser LAnEReEr, over the congre- 
ational church and society in that town. 
ermon by the Rev. Thomas A. Merrill. 


INSTALLATIONS. 


IvsTattEn, at Woodbary, (Con.) on the 
25th of May last, the Rev. Henry P- 
STRONG, tothe pastoral care of the chureh 
and society in that town. Sermon by the 
Rey. William L. Strong of Somers. 

At Rowe, (Mass.) on the Sfst, of Dee. 
last. the Rev. Preserven Smira.’ Ser- 
mon by the Rev. Jonathan Grout, of 
Hawley. 

At Boston, on the 30th ult. the Rev. 
James A: WrincHeELL, as pastor of the 
First Baptist Chureh in that town. Ser- 
mon by the Rey. Dr. Baldwin from Acts 
xx, 24. 


CONSECRATION. 


Ow Friday, the 29th of April, St. Mary’s 
Chapel in Newton was consecrated as an 
Episeopal church, by the Rt. Rev. Dr. 
Griswold, bishop of the eastern diocese. 


OBITUARY. 


& BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCIE OF THE REY. 
TIMOTHY DICKINSON, LATE PASTOR OF 
THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 1N HOLLISTON, 
( Mass.) 


Iris acorrect maxim, that example is 
more impvessive and efficacious, than pre- 
cept. Impartial sketehes of the lives of men, 
eminent tor piety, activity, and usefuluess, 
may, by a divine blessing, be not only in- 
teresting, but bepefieial, to the living. 
The character of the humble aud devout 
Christian is an interesting and instructive 
character, particularly taat of the dili- 
gent, able, and faithful minister of Christ. 
Summatily to delineate such a charac- 
ter is the object of this communication. 
The late Rev. Timothy Dickinson was 
born of piows and réspectahle parents at 
Amherst, Mass. June 25, 1761. He was 
the eldest of eight children; four of whom 
were sons, and four daughters; and who 
all lived to he settied in the family state. 
The subject of this memoir, in the ear- 
ly perio of childhood, manifested a tem- 
ser remarkably mild, pleasant and pacific. 
e was dutiful, obedient, and submissive 
to his parents. So amiable and pacific 
was his natural disposition, and so moffen- 


sive and engaging were his manners, that 
he was universally beloved, not only b 

his nearest relatives and youthful assoei- 
ates, but by all who kuew him. While a 
child he manitested a great fondness for 
books. Although his constitution was 
naturally slender, and his health feeble 
and interrupted, he devoted alarge por- 
tion of his leisure hours to study. 

He lived with his parents, and labored 
upon a farm until he was sixteen years 
of age. At that period, he took a very 
lively interest in the revolutionary strug- 
gle of his country. His youthful mind 
was so engaged in the cause of liberty and 
independence, that he would not be dis- 
suaded by his friends from entering into 
the active service of his country. He ac- 
cordingly joined the army, a3 a private 
soldier in the militia, in which capacity he 
served for about 15 months. It is said, 
that while in the army his conduct was 
so dutiful and obedient to his officers, and 
so engaging to his fellow soldiers, that he 
obtained special tokens of favor and es- 
teem fron: both. 

Immediately after he left the army, he 
was fitted for College; principally at 
Northampten, under the tuition of the 
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Rev. President Dwight, who was then a 
young man, instructing a private school 
at that place. Itis believed on good au- 
thovity, that Mr. Dickinson was induced, 
principally, to seek a liberal education, in 
consequence of his witnessing so much de- 
pravity and wickedness in the army; by 
which his sensibility was often and severe- 
ly wounded. This depravity and licen- 
tiousness, which he found to be more or 
less acted out by mankind generally, he 
felt determined to combat; and, that he 
might be enabled to do it the more effect- 
tually, he sought the aid of a public ed- 
ucation. 

At the age of about 18, Mr. Dickinson 
became a member of Dartmouth College. 
Although at this period, he was ‘a child 
of nature only,” his disposition was so 
amiable, his temper ’so mild and pucific, 
and his manners so engaging, that he soon 
secured the friendship and esteem of the 
officers and students of the College. 

In the first year of his collegiate course, 
it pleased a sovereign God to visit the 
College and its vicinity with a special and 
remarkable revival of rcligion. This 
promising youth, and most of his class, 
were hopeful subjects of this glorious 
work. At this season of divine manifes- 
tation and power, “young Dickinson was 
made for the first time to not ce the deep 
depravity of his own heart, and to re- 
nounce all dependence upon his own 
strength. Then was he taught in the 
school of Jesus the equity of the divine 
law, the ability and willingness of the Re- 
deemer to save, and the greatness of h’'s 
salvation. At this period, he hopefully 
arrived at the knowledge of the truth «as 
it isin Jesus, andimbibed a love for those 
doctrines of grace, which he so manfully 
espoused, and faithfnlly preached through 
life, and which were the ground of his 
supportin the hour of death.” Having 
made a public profession of the religion of 
the Gospel, he was enabled, amidst the 
Various temptations to which youth are 
exposed, to adorn his sacred profession by 
= and cireumspect walk before 

While at College, Mr. Dickinson was 
diligent and persevering in the prosecu- 
tion of his studies, appeared to advantage 
at reeitations and all the literary exhibi- 
tions of his class, and acquired the reputa- 
tion of a correct, classical scholar. A friend 
to the officers of the College, and a steady 
sup r of its laws, he was always one 
of the first to suggest the cautions of pru- 
tence, and to restrain the impetuosity of 
the more eccentric and ardent part of his 
class, in any enterprise hazardous to mor- 
als or good order. : 

One of the most prominent traits in his 
character, at College, was that of a peace- 
meker. He not only cautiously kept him- 
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self from unhappy contentions and acrimo- 
nious disputes; but when any of his class- 
mates were contending, he was ever ready 
to interpose his efforts, as a mediator to 
seconcile the parties. 

in fine, such was the sincerity of his 
heart—the simplicity of his manners— 
and the aniform consistency of his charac- 
ter, that he was universally loved and es- 
teemed, both’ by the officers and students, 
particularly by his classmates. He was 
graduated in the year 1785. 

For the substance of this account of 
Mr. Dickinson’s collegiate characier, the 
compiler acknowledges his obiigations to 
three very respectable clergymen, two of 
whom were his classmates; and the other 
in the class immediately preceding. 

After Mr. Dickinson took his degree, 
he wasimmediately appointed preceptor of 
Moore’s charity school, which is really an 
academy connected with the College. Hav- 
ing employed one year in the instruction 
of this school, he felt it his duty to place 
himself in a situation, in which he might 
pursue his favovice theological studies, in 
a more systematic and uninterrupted man- 
ner. To this end, he studied divinity 
under the instruction of the Rev. Dr. Tap- 
pan, late Professor of Divinity at Harvard 
College, then a minister in Newbury, 
(Mass.) He was next licensed as a can- 
didate for the Gospel ministry, and 
preached at Exeter and Hopkinton in 
New Hampshire, and in several vacant 
parishes in the northern part of Massachu- 
setts, where he is now remembered with 
great affection by many serious and judi- 
cious persons. 

After having preached a suitable period 
at Liolliston, (Mass.) he received an invi- 
tation, from the chureh and people of that 
place, to settle with them in the Cospel 
ministry. Having seriously and prayer- 
fully deliberated on the subject, he ‘gave 
an affirmative answer to this imvitation; 
and was solemnly set apart to the work of 
the ministry; Feb. 18, 1789. He was 
settled in great harmony and peace. His 
former instructor and patron, the late 
excellent Dr. Tappan, preached on the 
occasion. 

On the 26th of November following he 
was married to Miss Margaret Prentiss, 
the eldest daughter of his venerable 
predecessor in the ministry. By this 
lady* he had seven children, four sons 
and three danghters; five of whom are 
now living. May a judicious education, 
faithful instructions, and pious examples 


‘be duly appreciated by them. ‘The eldest 


child of Mr. D. (a daugiter,) died of a 


* At the request of Mrs. D. and the 
family, some words of commendation, 
which the writer had used, are here omit- 
ted. Fd. 
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consumption, Feb. 2, 1866, aged 15 years. 
She was-a very amiable, Juciful, and p.om- 
ising child; aud from the patient and sub- 
missive manner in which she endured a 
lingering disease, and in which she lefi the 
wortd, aad from other hopelul civeamstan- 
ces, we have reason to trust that she fell 
asteep.in Jesus. ‘hey have atso buried 
an infant son. 

Whea we contemplate the eharacter of 
Nir. Dickinson as he stood at the head of 
a‘large family, % shines with peculiar lus- 
tre. He was a kind, tender, and provi- 
dent husbaud—ax affeciionace Bnd mdul- 
gent parent. [ffs house was eminently 
# Bethel. Both his exawpic and precepts 
uniformly eviaced, that he adopted the 
resolution of pious Joshua of old; .28 fur 
ene and my house we will serve the Lord. 
Perhaps it may be said of him with as 
much propriety as of almost any man, 
He walked befare his house with a perfect 
Aeart. He greatly exceited in fanuly gov- 
ernment gad. imsiruction. He united 
mildness with energy, and innoreut indul- 
Bence with proper restraint. His.instruc- 
tions and example weve se uniforta, judi- 
2ious, and cousistent, aid so expressive of 
shicerity and bevevoleuce, that all, under 
his paterifi-care, f0il conseious that his 
exertions weve wisely and a‘Tectionately 
clirected to the proniotion of their present 
Aappiness and usefulness, and to the attain- 
meat of thew future and eternal good. His 
House wasever a mansion of hospitalicy, 
friendship, aud peace. He always receiv- 
ed his beethren in the ministry, and his 
numerous frieuds, with great cordiality. 
Mis society was wot only entertaining and 
pleasaat, but peculiarly instructive. So 
wuiform and impressive was his sense of 
the umportance. of time, that it was his 
habitual endeaver, that his social inter- 
views with bis friends might be mutually 
useful and improving. To communicate 
iuformation with nrodesty, and receive it 
wivm gratitude and pleasure, were promi- 
nent traits in bis character. His favorite 
subjects ef conversation were tke great 
soctrines and duties of the Gospel, relig- 
ious intelligence, eases of conscienee, and 
a short, every thing pertutning te the 
kingdom ef Ged. At the same time, he 
was by ne meais indifferent to literary 
and other useful subjeets. Possessing a 
naturally inqusitive tura ef mind, and 
actuated by the most benevelent feelings 
cowards maukingd, he was ever desirous te 
locrease his own fund of usefat information, 
and ready to couiribute te-the improve- 
ment of others. He possessed a peculiar 
Aatent to interest the attention, and to im- 
prove the minds of children and youth. 

Yo subject of instruction was too young, 
f00 humble, or too obseure to esea se bis 
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benevolent exertions, when opportunitics 
presented for doing gond. 

But the character of Mr. Dickinson 
shines with a peeuliar brightness when 
viewed in connexion withthe discharge of 
the immediate and apropriate duties of # 
Gospel minister: ; 

Asa preacher, he was plain, faithful, 
and aifeetionate. He ever spake “as u 
dying man to dying men.” As he firmly 
believed in the truth and importatec ot 
those doctrines, which are usually denom- 
inated ohe doctrines of grace, he felt if 
his duty often, plainly, and affectionately 
to state and illustrate them. The native 
and total depravity of sianers; the necessi- 
ty of regeneration by the special opera- 
uons of the Holy Spirit; the doctrine of 
personal election; the necessity of disin- «5 
terested aud noly affections towards God =] 





and men, in order to become interested oe 
in the atonement of the Savior; the Deity - ae 
of Christ, and the doetrine of a Trinity + 
of persons in yke Godhead, together wita “ 


these doetrines, which naturally grow 
out of the preceding sentiments, are > 
truihs whch he firmly believed, and > 
whieh he considered as of the greatest 
importance. No cousiderations of popu-) > 
larity or self-interest could deter him from ~ 
a plain aid frequent exhibition of those — 
divine truths, which are se offensive to the © 
carnal mind, Seleving that all Scripture ~~ 
is given by inspiration of Gedyands 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for ~ 
correction, and fur msiruction én right-_ 
eousness, he ever felt it his ine 
duty te centerd earnestly for the” faith 
zluch was once delivered to the saints. 
The writer of this paper can in no way” 
do better justice to the character’ of 
Mr. Dickinson, than by subdjoining the ~~ 
following extract from the Rev. Dr. Em-9 7) 7” 
mous’s sermou delivered at his funeral, ~~ , 
from these words of the a ete. ~9 
bis second epistle to Timothy. Fer Fam 
now readu to be offered, and the time of — 
my departure ia act hand.-1 have fought — 
« good fixht, 1 kave finished my course, t 
huve kept the faith. Henceforth therets 
laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord the righteous Judge shati : 
give me at that day; and not to me onli, 
but uito all then that love his appeariny: 















“Mr. Dickinson was naturally endowed wis 
with thai placid eountenanee, that mild) 
disposition, and those secial and mental glee 
exceliencies, which -attracted the Jove = 


and esteem of all his friends, contentions, 

-and aeqnaintances. But these are ner 
worthy to be compared with those"moral 
execilencies, which diffused a radianes 
around his religious and timisterial char- 
acter. He was very apparently aman of 
God, whe exbibited the reality and ‘heatsy 


9 >t ae 
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of religion in his private conversation, as 
weil us in his more public and official con- 
duct. He carried religion with him 
» wherever he weut, and made it manifest 
» *_ toatl around hina, that he was habitually 
>) under the in of ihe love and fear of 
& 
cing evidence, that 
doctrines of the gpospel 
to others, and Yaught 
souls. ‘Phe whole 
* tenor of his > preihie plainly indicated, 
that he sought to please Gou rather than 
for he did mot sian to exhibit the 
most essential, the most humiliating, and 
the mest heart-searching truths, in terms 
: too plain for any to misunderstand. Lie 
hadea clear, strong, and pleasant voice, 
| > which enabled him to speak with peculiar 
“propriety and euergy: and as he aimed to 
cvaw the atteution ‘of bis hearers to his 
Be icct, rather than to himself, so he sel- 
dom tailed of deeply impréssing their 
héarts and consciences. He joved to con- 
» verse upon religous subjects, and greatly 
excelled in privaie dscourses with his peo- 
. ple, whether they were in prosperity or 
7) adversity; whether they were in be: ith or 
sickness; whether they were coneerned or 
e. a & gate concerned. about the state of their souls; 
& > ¥ way Jand whether they were under the hidings 
| pf God's face, or enjoyed the light of his 
wae “eountenanee. He a: siduously performed 
‘the most selfdenying duties of his- office. 
He took heed to his ministry, and left no 
|) -oyproper methods unemployed, to promote 
or d zie piritual benefit of his "people. He 
We dA ere C the word in season, and out of 
: SON; ay and he privately reproyed, rebuk- 
nd exhorted, with peculiar tender- 
ss, plainness, and fidelity. He endeav- 
pred to guard his whoie fic ck against those 
wolves in shecp’s cLoihing, who lie in wait 
yee » to deceiveand todestroy. He foughi the 
, ee Bou fight of faith, ard zealously con- 
_ ee vt for the doctrines, which he sup- 
i ua pose sd. to bé according to godliness; and 
» ptt » vontinued » through life, to exhibit all the 
ug a“ /-eommon Fiark’ Of a pious Christian and 
te gl a faithful minister. 
bet > “But this is not enovgh to say of Mr. 
Pp Dickinson; for iv some Christian and min- 
se Virtues, he shone with a peculiar 
Pelustre. His nieekness resembled the 
? ‘meekness of Moses. His patievee resem- 
» Died the paticrve of Job. His fortitude 
> and zeal resembied the fortitude and zeal 
ee Yof Paul. When be was reviled, he reviled 
 notagain. Wher be was abuse a, he over- 
He endured un- 
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“vee ey came evil with good. 
>) - just opposition with fortitude; and witha 
watt icp gest aceording to knowledge, he promoted 


Ahe cause of Christ, at home snd Abroad. 
Fle was among the riiagt zealous mimisters 
aud Christians, to spreadthe Gospel, and 
£0 extend tire ne of Cliriet, through 

Pwok. B+ his erie exainple in these 
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things, Mr. Dickinson, though dead, still 
speaketh to his brethren in the: ministry, and 
calls upon them, to go and do likewise.” 
“Flis death was correspondent to his 
life; for when he had finished his ministe- 
rial course, and the time ot his departure 
diew nigh, he found good reason to hope 
and rejo.ce in the nearest views of eter- 
nity. His lingering disorder, which did 
not divectly afiect his inteliectuai powers, 
gave hins ample op portunity of reflecting 
upon the past, aud of anticipating the fu- 
ture. ‘fhough he was frequently afflicted 
with extyeme bodily pain and distress, 
during a long season of debility and lan 
guishment; yet he manifested the same 
calmness and serenity, the same meekness 
and patience, and the saiae submission 
and fortitude, that he had uniformly ex- 
hibited in the time of health and activity. 
When he had nearly given up all expec- 
tation vf living, he freely conversed about 


death and eter nity, in a realizing view of 


these sulemn scenes, with appar eut pexee 
aid iull assurance of hope. He ceemed 
to have nothing to fear from the sting of 
death, or the terror of the grave; nor to 
prevent his saying, with the departing 
Ajstle, am now ? eady to be offered, and 
the time of my depariure is at hand. I 
have fought a “good fight, I have finish: 
ed my course, I have kept the faich: 
lienceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteousness which ihe Lord 
the rig hieous Judge shali give me ct that 
day. He certainly gave US ; sufficient evie 
dence to trust that he has fallen a: deep in 
Christ, and willbe amply rewarded with 
2 crown of righteousness, when the Lord 
Jesus shall come to be glorified in his 
saiuts, and to be admiredin all them that’ 
believe. 

‘The decease of such a pious and 
faithoul minister, in che midst of his days 
and of his usefulness, bears a dark aspect 
upon the cause and interest of Christ. It 
is a day of deep declension; in iquity 
abounds, and the love of many is waxing 
cola. Relig cious errors and delusions are 
coming in bke a focd upon us. We need 
the Nouhs, and Jobs, and Daniels, and 
Pauls, ard ‘I in.othies, ‘to stand in the gaps 
and by their fervent 1 rayers and zealous 
exertions, to strengthen the things which 


* Here the witer world dbesreb; that 
Mr. Dickinson was one of the most zeal- 
ous founder's of the Massachusetts Mis- 
stonary Society; that he was repeatediy 
chosen a member of its Board ef Trus- 
deliv- 
ered the pudtic discourse at its anniver- 
sary meeung in beston. 
ly interest in cirutlaang 
and Méussicnar y Mas nusine, and every, 
pious and useful book in his power. 
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remain that are ready to die. This in- 
stance of mortality gives us just cause to 
ary, Help Lord; for the godly man ceas- 
eth; for the faithful. fuil from umong the 
children of men.” 

Mr. Dickinson left this world of disei- 
pline and trial, July 6, 1815, to enter 
pon the rewards of a faithful servant. He 
ched in the 52nd year of his age. The 
consciences of ail, who knew him, were 
constrained to testi'y, that he was an able, 
diligent, prayertul, ‘aifectionate, and fa! th- 
ful minister of Jesus Christ. Although he 
witnessed no gener | revival of religion 
uader his zealous and pevsevering labors, 
he was the hopeful instrument of the con- 
version of agoodly number, and of com- 
forting and edityi: ig the people of God 
wherever he pre: ached. The writer is 
not alone in indalging the consoling hope, 
that, through divi: ne grace, the seed which 
he so faithfully sowed, w i yet spring up, 
and bear fruit uato eternal life. 

Blessed are the dead, xs'ach die in the 
Tard; for they rest from their labors, and 
their works da falisw them. 


Diep at Williamstown, ( Mass.) Mareh 
13, 1813, Mrs. Wainis Diwer, aved 42, 
consort of the ion. DPeiriel Dewer, Fisq. 
. Endeaved irs. 1). was td a large 
circe of friends by many ties, the writer 
feeis unwilling that her aame ” and worth 
should be reeo-del ouiy on uh »mouumen- 
tai marbic, ost:e whi not, indeed, be soon 
forgotten by her trien son some 
count of her may be interesting and use- 
fui to otners. Deseended from one of the 
most respec: ible #araries* in the cinty, 
Mrs. D. bad possessed many advantages 
for education and refinement. ‘These she 
had used to good purpose; and the im- 
provement of ner.powers of mind coutinu- 
ed through life. tier mind was weil cul- 
tivated—her judgment diseciminating— 
and her disposition. amiable, mild, and 
gentle, Her manners were refined, and 
expressive ofa heart desirous of ¢ommuni- 
cating hanpiness to others. In the sever- 
al relations of life, as a wi vife , a mother, a 
child, @ sister, a trend and neig chbor, she 
was aésiduoas in the performance of « uty, 
and filled with me repritat on an impor 
tant place in society. ‘To he 'r husband aad 
fanily, and ber part cular fiends, she was 
pecaliarly endeared —to them her death 
was extremely aithetive. They became 
ceenly sensible otf the extensive sphere 
she bad filled, aad of tlic strong hold she 
had upon the ‘affect’ on of their h.: ‘arts. 
Mes, Duhad been for seveial years a 
tavinber of the church, and sustaiucd a 


aCe 


-* Her futherwas the ffon, Davi Noble, 
Risz..a judge of the Court of Common 
Rivas for the County of Bevieshire. 
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character unblamable in the view of her 
Christian friends. But, though her con- 
duet was good, she was too well aeyuaint- 
ed with her own heart to be satisfied with a 
herself. She felt Her sinfulness, and her ~ 9 
desert of punishment. But to her, Jesus #,. Os 
Christ, upon whom she appeared to place “ » 
her reliance. and ho pe, had brought life 
and immortality to ight. She belicved — 
the ‘important, tourai -truths of the 
Bible, and trusted that, through the orace 
of God, she should be admitted to the 
mansions of light and glory.. Actuated by a 
the operative faith of the Gospel, she 
wished others to enjoy: its rich blessings; 
and, as amember of the Female Charita- 
ble and Religious Society of the town, 
she sought as well as in other ways, to do 
good to her fellow-sinners. Her prayers 
tollowed our missionaries to the East»—the bias 
exte’,sion of the knowledge of the Gospel ee « 
was a subject interesting to her heart. Me i 
The winter aad spring of 18135 was at- 
tended with the prevalence of that .disor-. 
der, which has so rapidly hurried thous- 
ands into eternity. T hough her disease 
was complicated, she probably fella vies 
tim to that disorder. For a €0: siderable . 
time before her sickness, even while» 
health prevailed, she was mpressed with 7 
the belief that she had not long tq, tives 7 
This quicken-d, and animated her in th 
performance of duty.. It was evid 
to her Christian frieads, for :wonths. 
her sickness, that she was tast advan 
in the Chrisuan course. ‘There was sot 
tl:ing in her language and conduet,w 
seemed to say, I ain not at home,” 
shail soon reach it,—and muea must 
Ledone. At length disease violently seiae ~~ 
ed her, and, in less than three days, she,» 
reached, (as we confidently ,trust, 
heavenly home. Mrs. D.’s sickness lou 
warns mortals not to deier preparation fo 
death till a dsing hour. Racked with 
cruciating pain, and partially bereft ok bce 
reason at times, she had noo 
for preparation. To this she had al 
attended, and, though. surrounded. 7 
every thing which could render life desir= = 
uble, was ready to depart, when her heavy’ “ag 
euly ‘father called. Sensibie of henapproaehe: | 
ing dissolution, she said to her agéd mother, 
at the commencement of her sickness, | 
“Be submissive, be resigaed.” And ~ 
whenever she expressed her feclings, they». 
indicated a mind, humble, resigned, veil & 
depending upon the mercy of God throug 
the Redeemer.” Several hours before het , 
death, she perfcetly possessed her powers 
of mind—the great struggle of nature and, 
disease was past—and reason and relk * 
completely resumed their place. T es 
minous period sh; employed to es 
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consdlation and instrrction, as were snited to 
their situation and years. ‘To one she gave 
a Bible, as the inost precious legacy which 
covld be besiowed: 

8 (iis most interesting and aifeet- 
ing “cene was closed, she seemed to have 
ace snplished all that she wished—coimpos- 
ed herself to rest—an' lay in compa ative 
‘ease and quiet, till al the power of jife was 

spent. 

In the death of Mrs. D. her friend had 
much’ to lameut, but more to give them 
joy. Her place was vacant, but she had 

ne to fill a glorious one. The reader 

vas much to warn avd instruct him. Her 
death strikingly exhibited the calmness and 
racekness, whieli the religion of Jesus, the 
religion of the heart, ean impart to the 
_ dying hour. It was ‘mournful, and it was 
yoost satisfy’ ng:—it was noi the most tri- 
geuuptiane, but it was most consoling., It 
did not exhibit the ardor of passion, but 
the assurance of faith; not the shout of vie- 
tory, but the miidness and firmness of 
heavenly eertainty. May ber friends— 
may all, so live, that their /ast end may be 
like that of the righteous. At the funeral, 
asermon was preached bv the Rev. Dr. 
Piteh, President of Wiiiams College, 
from Psalm exvi, 15. rections in the 
sight of the durd, is the death of his 
saints. 


Drep at Troy es ic I'ranec, M. Gar, shot 
by order of fBonaparte, for wearing a badge 
of the Bourbon dynasty. This was proba- 
biy the last murder perpetrated by the 
ty raut under the formality uf a militar v 
execution. 

In England, the venerable Dr. Brunry, 
vauthor of the History of Music, aged S8. 
~ Im the Isie of Sky, Seotland, Mrs. 

Marr JeNnes, aged 127. She lived tosee 
the sixth gene ‘ation, and retained the use 
of her faculties to her last day. 

At Wheeling, (Vir.) Noan Lixsrry, 
Esq. aged 41, counsellor at Jaw He was 
gradnate dat Yale Coiege in 1701, a tutor 
at Williams College in 1793, and at Yale 
Collere in 1794. He wasa native of Bran- 
ford, Con. He lett a legacy of 43000 to 
Yale College, andi a sum to establish a 
school in Wheeling. 

At Springfield, the Non. Moses Briss, 

_ Esq. latety one of the justices of the eour t 
of common pleas. 

At Walpole, (N. if.) Capt. Srzeruen 
ParKen, aged 76. He served three cam- 
paigns in the Old French war, and throuzh 
nearly the whole cf the revolutionary con- 
test. 

At Hingham, ApNer Lonine, Esq. 
6f Dorehester, attorney at law, aged 33. 

At Wisdbam, Maine, Javrs Lovezt, 
Esq, neyal officerof the port of Bostoa 
amd Charlestown, aged 76. He was a 
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member of Congress under the old confed- 
eration. 

At Burnham, Eng. Tuomas Trory- 

TON, Esq. author of The Present, State 
of T urkey. 

At Paris, M1. Mercier, author of the 
Tableau de Paris, Member of the Insti- 
tute. 

At Herkimer, (N. Y.) Gen. Micaaren 
Mererrs, an officer in the revolutionary 
war, 

At Glebe, ( Vir.) the Rev. Hinry Her- 
FERNAN. 

Atthe city of Washington, during the 
last winter, the Hea. Jou Dawson, Esq. 
for many years a representative in "Con- 
gress from Virg: mia, aged 42. 

At the same place , in April last, Samu- 
ri A. Oris, Esq. Seevetary of the Senate 
since the organization of the government, 
under the Constitution, aged 73. 

At Wiscasset, Me. while on the cireuit, 
the Hon. Samvet Sewan, Esq. L.L. D., 
chief justice of the Supreme Judicial 
Court of Massaehusetts, aged 56. 

At Rochester, (N. Y.)} the Rev. Jona- 
THAS Moor, aged 75. 

At Plattsburg, ( “ON. Y. ) Mr. isaac Cay, 
aged 103. 

At Warttham, (Ver.) Mrs derruran 
Grirrirx, age 20. He waiked up a ledge 
of roeks, “aun ventur ‘el near a pr cipiee, 
when tie reck on which he stood tell with 
him 113 feet. He was delirieus ull his 
death. 

At Detrcit, Rev. T. Witmer, for 13 
years ehaplaia of Congress 

In England, ALEXA\PDER Crom™MING, 
Esq. F.R.S. an eminent prolessor of me- 
chanical science. 

Also, the Rey. S. Pater, at the sale . 
of whose books the puipit-Bitie of the cel- 
ebrated John Bunyan was purchased by 
S. Whitbread, Esq. M. P. at the price of 
20 guineas. 

ln Jamaica, Capt. Hassarn Stack- 
POLE, late commander of the British f ig- 
ate Statira, murdered in a duel by the Ist. 
Lieut. of the Argo. 

At Farmington, (N. Y.) Mr. Tuomas 
Hine, aged 60, in consequence of Scing 
stung by bees. He survived the calamity 
but about an honr. 

At Newburyport, Wrtt1am Coomns, 
Esq. a man of uncommon wor th, and of a 
truly Christian character, aged 78. 

At Pompey, ¢N. ¥.) Mrs. Exce Saer- 
woop, aged 100. She retuned ber men- 
tal faculties to thie last. 

In England, Roprext Dresy, Esq. Ad- 
miral of the Red, Senior Admiral of the 
British Navy excepting the Duke of Cia- 
rence. 

In Germany, Prince Eunrst of Meele 
lenburgh Strelitz, brother of the Queen 
of Eng: nd, aged 69. 
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At Carew, Ireland, Martaa Eaxry, 
aged 104, : 

At West Cambridge, (Mass.) Josrrs 
Anams, Esq. Attorney at law, aged 31. 

At Burlington, (Mass.) on the 8th ult. 
Gen. Joun Wanker, aged 52. He was 
an exemplary professor of the Christian 
religion, and had been repeatedly honored 
with the confidenee of his fellow-citizens. 
He has sustained the offices of representa- 
tive in the legislature, a magistrate of the 
county of Middlesex, a military officer and 
an Elector of Pres. of U. S. 

At North Yarmouth, the Rev. Tuomas 
Green, A. M. pastor of the Baptist 
church in that place, aged 553. 

In England, Admiral Awexaxnpenr 
licen, (Lord Bridport, ) aged 87. 

At Hartford, (Con.) Mr. Tomas 
Mereint, aged 100. He attended divine 
service afew days before his death, and 
enjoyed his rational faculties till his last ill- 
ness. He had professed religion in the 
early part of life. 

In England, the Rev. Trrotay Parest- 
Ler, brother of the late celebrated Dr. 
Priestley, aged 80. 

At New Ovleans, Mr. Bertur Grroa, 
aged 73. Being indisposed in the middle 
of the night, he sent for Dr. Frevyras, 
who, in two minutes after feeling the pulse 
of his friend, fell down, and they both ex- 
pired at the same instant. 

In Virginia, Ricnarp G. Ler, Esq. 
President of the Branch Bank at Norfolk. 


HAMPSHIRE MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 


Tut annual report of this Society was mis- 
laid among our papers, or we should have 
sooner taken notice of it. 

The annual meeting was held at North- 
ampton, Aug. 19, 1813. The report is 
interesting and animating. 

The expenditures of the Society for 
the preceding year were ‘as follows: 


Paid to missionaries, S717 41 
Paid tor books, 389 54 
Contingent expenses, 51 67 


G1,158 62 

The books procured by the 
Seciety were © 

100 Bibles. 

288 other bound volumes. 

1,259 catechisms; sermons, 
and other pamplhitets. 

The receipts of the Society were as 
follows: 

Contributions in towns and 
parishes, $651 37 
_ From the Female Association 
in the County, for the purchase 
of bouks, 360 48 





New England Tract. Societyuu.NVew Works. 341 


Brought forward $1,011 85 
From the Female Charitabic 


Society in Whitestown, (N.Y.) 123 81 
From a friend of missions, 50 00 
From Mr. Josiah’ Warner, of . | 

Amherst, in notes payable in 

1816, and 1817,,5 © ~~ 127 84 
From the Rev: David H. Wil- 

liston of ‘unbridge, (Ver:) 10 00 
Contributed in new settle- 

ments, 123 70 
Contributions at the annual e 

meeting, 55 00° 
Avails of Panoplist and Maga- ~ 

zine, 19 79 

- From other sources, 5 26 





1,597 25 

The property of the Society, as appears 

by the report of the auditors, amounted 

to about $5,500; though a part of this sum 

was due for missionary services. Nearly 
all the funds were in a productive state. 


NEW ENGLAND TRACT SOCIETY. 


Ar the first annual meeting of this Socie- 
ty in Boston, May 23, 1814, the following 
gentlemen were chosen officers: viz. 


Wittram Banrtcer, Esq. of Newbury- 
port, President. 

The Rev. Jevipiaa Mons, D. D. ot 
Charlestown, Vice President. 

The Rey. Dr. Morsr, 

The Rev. Leonarp Woops, D.D. of An- 
dover, 

The Rev. Jonny H. Cuvunca, of Pelham, 
(N. i.) 

The ev. Josxpa Emerson, of Beverly, 
‘and 

Samurt Fannar, Esq. of Andover, £a- 
ecutive Committee. 

The Rev. Joun Copman, of Dorchester, 
Corresponding Secretary. 

The Rev. Josava Huntrise'ros, of Bos- 
ton, Lecording Secretary. 

Hexry Gray, Esq. of Boston, T'reas- 
urer.* 

Mr. Samvet T. Anmstrone, of Boston, 
Assistant Treasurer. 


The Depository of the Sosiety is at Mr. 
Armstrong’s bookstore, (No, 50, Cornhill, 
Boston. 


NEW WOKS. 


Tue Place of the Chureh, on the grad 
chart of Seripture Propheey, or the battie 


* As Mr, Grau has declined eccepiting 
the office of Treasurer, all) comnaiiice - 
tions relating to that afice wilt be mace 
to Mr. Arwsirens. 
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of Armageddon. “Yn® font Lectures, the 
three last. of which Were deliveredon the 
annual Fast, April7, 48140 By Thomas 
Andros, Pastor of the -Charch of Christ in 
Berkley..- Boston; *'S. “T. Arnis-rong. 
1814. pp. 48. 8vo. 

Phe Covenant of Ged’s merey made 
known io \braham, fatified wi h lina, aid 
the consequent daties obligatory upou his 
spiritual seed: Mustratéd in two Discourses. 
By. Clark Brown, A.M. Samister of the 
Congregational Church andi Society iu 
Swansey, N. rl. Keene; Johu Preatiss. 
18t4: pp. 69. i2ime. 

ifunsan Life no: always desirable. A 
Sermon, delivered at itichmnond, N. H. 
Noy.) 49, 1813, at the funeral of Mr. 
Solomow Athe ‘rion, aged 73. By Clark 
Brown, A.M. ineene; Jciin Prentiss. 
22. 8vo. : 

Heirs of Grace. A eres, delivered 
at Uharlestown, Sept. 25, 1815, occasioned 
by the «cath of lis. Ab vail Jollier, consort 
of the Rev. William CoiLer, Pastor of the 
Baptist ehurch i, s said tewn. Dy Thomas 
Baldwin, VU. U. ) Withan Appe dis 5 €On- 
taint +4 extracts from irs. ¢ olier’ $! lary, 
Letters, &e. Boston; Maunieg and Lor- 
ing. 1515. pp. 32. Svo. 

A So ug of Zion. A Ser mon, dclivered 
on the oceasion of a meeting of a Singing 
School for exhibition, at “Cumniington, 

Mass. March, 1811. By Jonath: in Grout, 
A. M. Pastor of ihe Church in Hawley. 
Northampton; Wiiham Butler. 1812. pp. 
14. Syo. 

Two Sermons delivered at Morris- 
Town New-Jersev: io whic!: is annexed an 
Address to the Presby terian Congrega- 
tion ia that place. By Rev. Samuel Fish- 
er, A. M. Pastor of the First Presbyteri- 
an Chureh in Morris-Town. Mor-is- 
Town; Henry P. Russeil. 1814. pp. 64. 
8vo. 

An address on Sacred Music, delivered 
at a public meeting of the Rockinban 
Sacred Music Society in Hampton, Oct. 6, 
1813. By Danicl Dana, A. M. Pastor of 
a Choreh in Newburyport. Exeter; 
Charles Norris, & Co. 1813. pp. 24. 8vo. 

A Sermon, delivered before the Society 
for propagating the Gospel among ihe 
Indians and others in North Amevica, at 
their anniversary, Nor. 4, 1813. By 
Joshua Bates, A.M. Pastor of the first 
Cherch in Decham. Boston; Cummings 
& Hilliard. 1813, pp. 44. 8vo. 

A Sermon, preached January 12, 18t 
at the Old South Chureli. Boston, be! fore 
the Society for Foreign Missions of Boston 
and the Vicinity. By Wiiliam Greenough, 
Pastor of the second C ongregational C burch 
in Newton. Boston; Nathaniel Willis. 
pp. 20. 8vo. 


Correct view of that part of the United | 


States which Tes West-of the Aliegany 


Mountains, with regapdito Re ligion and 





Morals. By Johan I. Schermerhorn, and 
Samuel J. Miils.. Hartford; Peter B. 
Gleasou, & Co, 1314. pp. 52. 

An Orativa, delivered at Tolland, Con- 
necticut, before the Washineton Benevo- 
lent Sdeiety, February 22, 1814; in eom- 
memorayon of Washi.rton’s Birth-day. 
By Joha Hail. Hartford; Hale & Hos- 
mer 1814. pp. 26. Svo. 

Gaidtensera ioniexwcienstukwa, onzrwe 
onwe gawennoniuXon: A Spelling Book 
in the languajre of the seven Iroquois na- 
tioas. By “Eleazer Williams, Plattsburgh, 
(N.Y. ) i’. C. Poweii. 1813. pp., 24. 
12mo. 

\ Dissertation on the subject of precurs 
ing (hy eiueation of pious youths for the. 
Christian jnistry; addvessed to the relig- 
ious subile. Boston; S. T. Armstrong. 
1814. pp. 40. vo. 

A Sermon, delivered at the Ordination 
of the Rev, Ephraim Abbot to the pastoral 

cae of the Corgrerational C hureh and 
Sudety in Greculand, Oct. 27,1813. . By 
the iiev. Ehphalet Pearson. LL.D. An- 
dove’; Flagg & Gould. 1813. pp. 40. 8vo. 

' An Appe:l to the Public, on the contro, 
versy respecung the revolution in Harvard 
College, and the events which have follbw- 
ed it, oceasioned bythe use which has 
been made of ¢ riaia complaints and aceu- 
sations of Miss Hannah Adams against 
the Author. Uy Jedidiah Morse, “D:D. 
Charlestown; 1814. 

A Narrative of the controversy between 
the Rev. Jedidiah Morse, D. D. avd the 
Author. By Hannah Adams. Boston; 
1814. 

Remarks on the Controversy between 
Doctor Morse 11d Miss Adams, together 
with some notice of the Review of Dr. 
Morse’s Appeal. Second Edition, with 
Add'tions. Boston; S. T. Armstrong. 
1814. 

Sermons by the late Rev. J. S. Buck- 
minster. Witha Memoir of his lite and 
Character. Boston; 1814. 

a Sermon delivered before the General 
Association of Massachusetts Proper, at 
their annual meeting in Dorchester, June 
29, 1314 By Thomas Snell, pastor of 
the church in North Brookfield. Boston; 
S. T. Armsirong. pp. 22. 

A Sermon delivered, in the. North 
Meetine-house in Salem, before the Bi- 


ble Society of Salem and Vicinity, at ~ 


their annual ‘meeting, April 20, 1814." 


By Thomas Barnard; DD. “To which is 


added, the third repart of the Society: a 


Salem; T. C. Cushing. pp. 28. 

A Ayal delivered at Portland, 
May 5, 1814, before the Bible Society ok 
Maine, at their annnal meeting. By “Ea- 
ward Pay son, pastor of the second ehuréh’ 
in Portland. Published by request. oot 
Jand; Arthur Shirley. pp. 24 

An Oration profloineed besore 
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Federal Republicans of Charlestown, . 


Mass. July 4, 1814. By Joseph Tuits, 
jun. Esq. Charlestown; S. Etherudge, jun. 


A Sermon preached beiove the Ancient: 


and Wonorabie Artillery Company, in 
Boston, June 6, 1814, being the 177th an- 
niversary of theft election of ovlieers.. By 
Samuel Carey, one of the :cinisters of the 
Chapel, Boston. T. Weils. pp. 26. 

A Discourse delivered «1 N pea | sang 
July 4, 1814, ia com:nemoration of Amer- 
ican Independence, and of the Deliver- 
ance of Europe. By Daniel bana, A. M. 
pastor of a church in Newburyport. Wm. 
B. Allen. pp. 20. 

A Sermon preached before the Massa- 
ehusetts Missionary Society, at their an- 
nual meeting in Boston, May 24, 1814. 
By Otis Thompson, A. M. pastor of the 


church in Rehoboth. Bustoa, S. T. 
Arinstrong. pp. 20. 
POETRY. 


For the Panoplist. 
MAN IS BORN TO DIE. 


WueEN warm with youth and flush’d with 
healih 
We first begin our life’s career, 
Whether in poverty or wealth, 
We're free from pain and free from 
tear. 


We court the scenes of careless joy, 
Suppressing cach intrusive sigh; 
Nor let the thought our hopes alloy, 
That man is frail and born to die. 


But, as we journey on through life, 
Experience tells a mournful tale; 

The world is full of woe and strite; 
Our way lies low in sorrow’s vale. 


Our youthful hopes, our transient fears, 
Pass, like the lightning through the sky, 
But passing, whisper in our ears, 
That we, like them, are boru to die. 


The grave of him, who once was great, 
Ofher, who once charm’d ev’ry eye, 

Reminds us of our has ning faie;— 
Like us they liv’d—Ike them we die. 


*T'was sin tlrat drew upon our race 
The righteous doom, that we must die; 
Bat, thanks to God’s ubounding grace, 
Salvation’s offered from on high. 


Believing in the Savior’s Jove, 
‘Lhough in the grave our ashes lie, 
souls shali mount to.rcalims above, 
6 more to sin, no more to dic. 
QuyeEY. 
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THE INQUISITION. ‘ 


Lines on the tyranny and, full of the. In« 
quisition, oceusioned Wy reading ac- 
counts of its Gby%tiontu Spain and, 
Goa, in the Panoplist for Uct. 1813, 
p. 333. m3: 


BY A YOUNG LADY. 


In distant ages, number’d now and gone, 

When Superstition sat 07, Reason’s theone, 

When o’er the world her veii of dai kaess 
hung, 

Forth fiom the deep abyss a monster 
sprung; 

Earth trembled as his foot her verdure 
prest, 

And hollow groans seem’d murm’ring, in 
her breast. 

At first a weak and with’ring wand he 
bore, 
The mask of Sanctity his features wore, 
Though dark resolyes, aud deeds’ of 
fiendlike spite 
Lurk’d in his heat, scaree hidden from 
the light. 

A holy zeal he prais’d with vile intent, 

And to the holy church obsequious: bent; 

Bow’d like her slave,—then as her cham- 
pion rose, 

Though leagu’d in secret with ber deadly 
foes, 

Swoln with success, his brow was seen ‘te 
low’r, . 

And his rude hand to grasp the: rod- of 
pow Be , 

Whiie with her thunders arm’d, her 
pomp array’d, 

O’er her own head he shook his reeking » 
blade. | 

Deep draughts of blood in seeret eclis> 

he drains; ; 


fis car finds musie in the clank of chains; * 2 


Forth to the rack the tortur’d form he 
leads, 
Devowing flames with guiltless, y.ctims 
fecds, 
With bolts and bars his wretched prey 
confines, 
And holds in vassalage immortal minds. 
tis lofty dome rose frowning. on the 
shore, 
Black as his sins, and mystie as his lore. 
When midnight wrapt Ue world in davk- 
est shade, 
The first accursed stone was hewn and 





laid, 
Heli from beneath beheld the proud de- 
sign, | 
And leut him treasures from her burning 
mine. 
Deep in the cavern’d vaults with malice, 
traught, f : 
Dire Cruelty, and Superstition wrought; 
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Mistaken zeal the pond’ro oe niche " sadara sh she fais’c—no Haming swore 
Paus'd o’er her work, aud; a's ae tae ew 


fear’d; 
And close-veil’d Mystery with finger slow * 
Vtac’d on the maassy gates the seal of wue. 


High ou the done her~ audit ies 


ke 

Whiie nn the hidden cells pale Misery 
wept, 

And prison’ Virtue searee with constant 
veare 

Couk! keep her lamp from quenching i in 
despair. 

The vowe of Cruelty, the groan of pain, 

And shriek of anguish fill’d the drear do- 
main: 

Meek Innocence expir’d, in pangs severe, 

And Death receiv’ his nightly banquet 


aa «) here. 


Long this dark power the humbled na- 

tions sway’d, 

Crown'd'heads and seeptred hands their 

*.~ homage paid; 

‘Bard on the neck the yokceof bondage 
prest, 

The belt of iron bound the throbbing breast, 

Vhe barden’d spirit sunk to rise no more; 

And Nature shudder’d at the loadshe bore 

Once as the monster with infernal spor t 

Held the dark revels of his biood-staiu’d 
court, 

A Heavenly. ray with quick effulgeace 
stream'd 

Through, those. dvear cells where light 
had never beam’d. 

Me heard the bursting bars, the eaptives 
' free, 

‘The breaking ehains, the shouts of liberty; 

Saw through his grate 2 form of heavenly 


With gévaph steps jen piihs the grateful 
, earth; , 

Jn frantic rage his blood-shot eyes he 
" roll’d 


Enterest® pangs his changing features tok; 

His champions fied—his guards forsovk 
their plage, 

+Hi8 horrifl temple totter’d to its base; 


_ Ks cleaving orch receiv’d the sweeping 


Its ode Hing colunins fell in ruin vast. . 
“Down Sunk the fiend with rage and mal- 


, iee fur'd, . 
And in his ‘tabrie’s pond’rous evash ex- 


pir’d. 
Haieds moving thunders roar’d a migh- 
ty knell; 
The giad earth shouted, as the prison fell; 
The pow'rs infernal join'd iu one fell 
moan, 
und Satan trembled on his burning throne. 
On came the congu’ring One;—no arm- 
ed host, 


®r martial trump, Ler‘ silent footsteps 
i huast; : - : sad 


And not on raven’s wings her flight she 
bore; 
But as the day-star lifts a 
Page oe 
Her eye was rais’d, her kote was bent in 
ae "r, 
Her arm. sustaii’d a wreath divinely bir, 
A cross of crimson sparkled at her breast, 
In robes of flowing light her limbs were 
drest. 

Oh blest Religion! raise thy gentle tone, 

Lift thy mild voice, erect thy peacetul 


a flame 
led skies—she 






threne, 
Still turn the heart from vice and error’s 
creed, 
Still in soft chains thy willing captives 
lead, 
Hush the wild passions, snatch the scourge _ 
of strife 
- And pave the entrance ef the Prince of 
Life. 
He to one fold his ransom’d flock shall 
draw, 


The gather’d isles shall listen to his law A 

‘The warring nations fear th’ avengin red, 

Old Ethiopia stretch her arms to ae} 

Peace with white wing the troubied globe 
invest, 

The savage lion with the lambkin rest, 

The binded eye the light of heaven re- 
ceive, 

The harden’ d heart be touch’d, the infide! 
dclieve. 

‘The skies shall sparkle, man to joy awake, 

The new-rob’d earth the harp of gladness 
ti Ke; 

Seus shout to seas—o mountains, mount: 
ains sing, 

And Nature welcome her victorious King . 


A. HL. 
March 20, 1514. 
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TO CORRESPON DENTS. 


No. Ill. On the Sabbath, didnot toc 
us in season for this number, 

The les On the Excell of Christ, 
like most of the poetry whieh is offered to 
us, were written too hastily” 

D.. Ga the Misapplication of Serip- 
ture, has just come to hand, . This will 
a useful paper at some future time. : 
/iWe have on hand a largé number’ of 
eemmunications. Delays must of course 
be experienced, in regard to some sof the 
papers, which w ‘i! ultimately be published 
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